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tberefore ignorant) Mer. 


PREFACE. 


tions before You, that T have thought prop 


to be propos d to every Candid Unprejudic t 
Reader, who ſhall vouchſaſe to beſtow a little 
of bis precious Time Wea the peruſal of this 


mean Diſcourſe. © 


And Fint of alt, — defire, that m7 
Weakneſs and Defefts in treating of jo great 


4 Su nia way pre rejudite the Reader 
againſt the Truth which I here endeavour to 


prope a incu t that be hund be 
eo d to Ff * A of © Abe aufe, 
and the . e of the Subject itſelf, ra- 
ther than the Dulneſs or Obſeutity of my 
Style, or 49,4 oth r Effet of my Inability and 
Ta/ufficiency. to) per nde babe propas d 
to myſelf : which was, To enforce ſome very 
weighty Confideratians, ' rhat art :ammonty, 


aud almoſt, un verſally, neglected and forgot : 


To amakew Sim ut of flir Lethargy of 


. Carnal Security and Preſumption ; to reclaim 


them from their Phariſaical Formality and 
Hypocriſy, and excite them to ſeek after the 
true — ſaving Knowledge 5 2 rd 
TESUS Oy ron. poor» | 
fe was my Deſign, to V n * " Works 
of. pious Writers, from the groundleſs Cavils, 
Objeftions and Aſperfions f 1 * 


* ; 
F g 
4 7 £ r * g L * of 
. . «% 7 x 4 4 3 q * : 
. * 
— An 4 
> 


. 82½ʃ“ 


atlber Perſun, better: quali d with: Piety:amd 


2 capable of demanſtrati 
: Zeal for the Salvation of Souls; may bere- 


 { bave fincerely 
cauſe of. great Joy. ns Conſolation to faiths 


P BEFAO 


| l regueſt, Thenal fly whh 

| u Arguments. or - Method, would be | 
peu to _— that. the Dodtrine whith 
ys attempted 20-affere, d have keen 
week better præud and etabliſh'd 


Learving, as andert ale and per farm i be ſame 
Wark. So that olthe'« perhaps. I\ may mt 
give that Satisfaftion to the Reader whioh 
L.inteuded;;fome other Servant of CHRIST, 
ing:tbe ſame Truth, 
excited by the Love of GO D, and 


after, through Divine Grace, accompliſh what 
attempted, but was not able 
ta effect. Which will, er. doubt, be t 


ut Chriſtians, whe and pra, that 

de Barth ry be led wich ch r N 
the Saving Ano of Heb. fl. 

— N Waters cover 14˙ 

t * 3 2 | 8 


__ 7 was will 1 
Mite into che Treaſury ii, 1 was 2 . 
— f nn om Weakuel, 3 becauſe 1 hoped 

| (904 | might be done by it. And if 


thas be. the: \bappy, as it it "the defired,. 


Effect of my Endeavours, let al the Glory. 
be given to GOD alone. Bat ar ] was 


N © a ; ”w_— l 


8 I bought it beÞ,.me pe ge 
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gabe . 


"1m ſeveral 

Theſes by. the Holy e 45% 1 
produce ſo many. ebene r HF *Philoſophets 

und Divines, d T. judg d ſufficient to cam 
what J beve heren er d. to Publict Wen ow 
y Diſcourſe hos muohʒ 
— the Reader, aud ire h ; 
Raticices. ) But: I think "it prey tr to gur 
Him. a ſem Hints in , Plc concerning. 
thoſe Conor deed r will b $a. 0\bes 

roy" W, I} 

19% £} SALTS 4 „ 


: ud. Fir, ih 10: the: eus phat. 715 
call, they. ſeem "SE: pertine 
cafion :. Wherefore I requeſh,- that vedere E 
wry exactly weigh'd, — \ferioafly confider d; 
be is 1 wor onfy-tboſe that I have fully tranſerib'd 
+ 2 bu likewiſe thoſe. fem ot bers 1 which\ I baue 
eu referr d. For the Sulject itſelf is wor- 
thy of very great Attention, how 1mperfetlly 
foever it has been treated here. Farther, 
Tou may be pleaſed toi. Fake: notice, that a 
baue attempted. to explainimeſt of the Texts 
that I have quoted, in ſuch u manner, that. 
I hope I baue not only app⁴ them ſainb. 
ta tothe preſent Purpoſe, = alfs-contributed 
Bans to the right Mader nd A thaſe 

_ a 40 * 
er | 


H 


Sab, 


"Be 1 Ny, * ny wig i - "0 
ox 18 8 H x 
fo ener n order Br 1 1 
Unto Vatisfy vherlthrned' Reader with A 
the Corrupti n of A 


Teſfiony coneer 

man Reaſon, . ecility and Tnſaffs 
eh - or" the Difcevery ef Divine Truth: 
Which Obſerudtios' frequently fel in n 
Defign >" 4nd 1 thought fuck” Allegatior 
might Ln \unſtafonable at this time "of 
day, whey our Prod” -unfanRified Reaſon 
1 er % by "fo" many for an fo, thought 
worthy \ by "them to rertive no toſs (that Dis 
vine — "and to be efteewd” the eff. 
cient Cauſe of our Happineſs in Fternity, 
as well as in Time. \ pos when the Doctrine 
of Original Sin Ir not only _— und 
andern d, but alſo plainly and 'openly in- 
gd W herefore certainly "og: 44s the Duty 
of all faithful Chriſtians, to contend eat 
ly- for this, ar wel as for other Articles '0) 


the Faith whiclt was once deliver d to — 3 
Saints. - A . 


4 


Fa A 


11 Philoſophical Terms prove u 
"at. bleſome t to the Engliſh Reader, he may, with-. 
tha. Wl out any detriment, paſs by all that ic too hard 

&d fer bim, aud confider what is mort * 9 | 
intelligible to _ I FERRY. 


AKC 213 oa MAS. br boat 


pi  PRHEFAQE | 
__ - Thirdly, Ir quoting both. Philoſophers and 
8 J. SD. 2 e ts 
ies ante af proper. Eogbith, af 
py ering, their , de nt 
aps in , one Place 
baut trarſcrih & ſome Paſſage 
IG S_—_ J bope. that mil 
ell am indufrious Header, whe 
way be. erde thereby 15 judge. Retter and 
3 accurately of the Author true Means 
and of tbe Pertinency of my. Allegations; 
oo te :ſees their Words, tranſerib'd, many 
times, Iy whale Paragraphs, and Y , conjer 
quence more fully. an, clearly ea to his 
| een, Hier. * \ 14 Je Has N 


ky "ind. 1 29 2 the . 1 Pn 
way be pleas 0 to e Authori-· 
2 himſelf, - if. bis Leaſure will permit; 
becauſe then ke. mill not fail of. being ſatife 
fed, that I have been. faithful in \ my 
+,,7 Quotations : And though, I have not tran» 
ated them elegantly ; yet he will find 
thet I have renderd them right. And 
beſides that, be is. likely. fo to be more 
fuly. perſwaded of the Truth J endes. 
vour to maintain, aud to reap other 


Bevefits even _ that eee . 
ſearch, 


But 


tate notice bam 


3. LEI IE. r 


 PREPACE. 


Bit a bave quoted ſome , ode Au- 
thibes not of our own Church ; 3 Jet, 


hope, will . no Offence to them that 


beneficial it is, and | how 
much it may conduce to our Ediſcation, 19 


read the Warks, of other Chriſtians. befides 


thoſe of. our vum Commmion. As St. Au- 
guſtine himſelf «recommends even the Rules 
of Ficonius. for . the Scripture, 
the Ficonius «was. 4 Donatilt : But then be 
ddwiſes to read that Author with Caution, 


diſtinguiſhing between what be has deliver d 


 accorging* to the Truth, aud what be has 
ſurmisd contrary. to it. Ten will find the 


Paſſage in lib. 3. de Dor. Chriſt. cap. 30. 
where he ſpeaks thus : * Which I therefore 
thought 72 to ſay, that Students may read 
the Book itſelf; becauſe it is very belpful 


te the underſtanding of Hoy Writ ; and 


that they may take beed of expetting more 
from it than is contai d in it. They, ought 
to read it with Caution indeed, not only 
upon accaunt of ſome things wherein he has 
erred as a Man; but chiefly with re- 


ſpect to what be + ſpeaketh as, 4 3 


ian 8 


A we may read the Works even of 
Hereticks, to. our great Advantage ; if we 


v 


cara diſtinguiſh between the Truth 4 


jome 
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9.87 5 As 05 8 In * 1 * | 7 Ao \ | 
Aud whin we quote! an, dadborg we are 
by: n le 


why to le nnderflood; 
"I of al that he bar 


od, 4s fa we 45. 
ſaid or writ 41 


5 time; and deſga d to recommend thit 


uthor® Þ e without Examination wwalued 


| 4 imitated y the Reader, alike in al 


reſpects. AN, every C brifinn ought "( ats 
cor ling 10 "\the" Ability which G G Deb 


| 59 Vim gu tg try thes Spirits, and diſcesn 


tween Truthꝰand Falſhood; leſt be ſbould 
be ' ſometimes led into an Error, "bythe 
Fallililii, end Frailty. eben of 4 + ſintereh 
pious Writer." A much more watchful 
muſt lie le, that will look into their Works 
who ere J h fuſpecfed of Hereſy and 


Perron Wars the following ESS AVN 


may e forit: wy Ty 7% Ye” as —_— 10 
40 this.” 


© it N a My" , 17 L 25 \ 


yy" * tis time it may le confuler 4 


That when our» Dodtrine is confirm; d' ly 


. the "Tefbimbny- of any pious Orthodox Chris 


ftian ; ſuch 4 Teſtimony is indeed the. more 
worthy to be regarded, becauſe of the Au- 
thor's well grounded Reputation for 4 found 
Judgment. But whenever we have the 
and * of an * 


ks 


XZ 4. 
5 . 2 8. 


1 % * * 


N 
* * 


” 4 
' OF» 3 
4 % &% 


n | i - 9 comcer ning ſome. Points 


cipline in the Chiiftian. 


ho our Advan= | 


nowledge. the Truth," which is endued with 


L » S N 9 
But why ſbould not all Chriſtians hoth ju 


2 } Energy, as... many times to extort a 


= 


Confelli 9 7 rom One. that ö is. ab. timfelf we | 1. 
= | ene * x 


4 
* 


. 2 « 5 
\> 


fh 


eftcem, and freely acknowleage' the Good. which 


they diſcover in any that bears the Name, and 
profeſſeth the Religion. of CHRIST? 


Do we not worthily and highly eſteem the noble 
and pious Works. of à Kempis, and divers 
others of the Roman Communion Mh then 
ſhould we under value the Compolures of other 
Chriſtians, who differ leſs from us than they ? 
O that the Spirit of Partiality and Hypocriſie 


were once baxiſh'd wholly out of Chriſtendom ! 


How happily might we then begin to agree, 
fr/# in Charity, and afterwards in Opinion 


too, by degrees ! 


exts, and to hint 


» 


r Fourthly, 7 have thought fir 70 quote fame a 


at. ſome Arguments, more 


than once; and may ſeem, upon that 


0 1 


to have troubled t. 


e Reader with. unpleaſant 
Tautolo- 


Tautologies, or wh needleſs 'Repetitiong 
u · . Bat if be will be pleaſed to confider 
| thoſe Puſſages with due Attention, he will per. 

teive, thar in different Places they have a 


different Ajpett, and that I have endeavonr' | 


ſtill io apply them 'pertinently to my preſent 
ö nh hr as the Holy Sign re 15 very 
pregnant of profound Spiritual Senſe, and Di- 
vine Truth; ſo the ſame Text may be very 
| properly quoted, to prove divers Propoſitions 
at ſeveral times. And truly I do not deſpair 
of the Candid Reader's paſſing by am ſeeming 
or real Tautologies, hat may occur in 4 
Eſſay intended to eſtabliſh ſuch weighty Points 
Doctrine as aye aſſerted in the following 
| Diſcourſe. - For he will have much more re- 
gerd to the Matter itſelf, thun to the Man- 
ner of \evpreſſng it; as I have requeſted of 
bim already in this my preliminary Adareſs. 


/ 


Fifthly, Some things in the ESSAY 
may ſeem confuſed, ill digeſted, and miſplac d! 
But I have been as Methodical and Perſpicuous 
as I well coald : Ani yet, becauſe the Authors 

quoted, have ſometimes product d two or three 
cf my Arguments together in one and the 
ſame Place; I choſe there rather to quote them 
1 they lay, than to imerrupt their Senje, 
render that of ſcare to the Reader, and break 


ile Forge of their Arguments, by cutting of 


the 


| 
| 
| 


PREFACE. + 
Diſcourſes 


| But I will make no farther Apology for my 
Defeats : I will only beg of all that deſire 
to read my ESSAY to their real Advan- 
tage, by encreaſing their Knowledge of our 
holy Religion, . Not to Judge or Cenſure any 
Part of it, till they have Read the Whole 
once through at leaſt ; heartily Praying for, 


Grace of GOD, which may enable them 
rightly to Underſtand the Myſteries of our 


cerely Obey His Holy Commands. 


In which Prayer I join with them to the 
utmoſt of my Power : As I alſo continually 


. \{#ſccch GOD to beſtow His Mighty Bleſſing 
pon Your Conſtant Faithful Endeavours for 


{ Y he Propagation of Chriſtiaa Knowledge 
Pd + in the World, I * 


the Thread, or ſpoiling the Connexion, of their 


and intirely Depending upon, the All-ſufficient 


ISAVIOUR's Kingdom, while they ſin- 
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True Knowle d ge, Gr. 


AR 


UST hafate Our Sevighs's Suffering 
upon the Croſs for the Redemption of 
Mankind, he /ifr up his Eyes to Heaven, 
as we find in John xvii. and addreſs d - 

Himſelf to His Almighty Father, ſaying : 

Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, ver. ts 

that Thy Son alſo may gloriß Thee. As Thou 

— haſt given Him Power over all Fleſh ; that He 2, 
ſhout] give Eternal Life to as many as Thou 
haſt given Him. And this is Life Eternal, 3. 
that they may know Thee the only True GO D Bi 

and 72898 CHRIST whom Thou haſt © 

ſent, Which Words are explained thus by 


B Er aſmus, 


* ; 


A CH To e n D «/ > One nee Ing 


Dy N * A INIT 3 * 
. a 9 * * N 
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1 ESSAY upon 


8 in his Paraphraſe : © Father, now 


the Time is come, which I have always de- 
ſired: Glorify Thy Son before Men by His 
Reſurrection; that Thy Son may glorify 
Thee again before. all Mankind; and We 
may both be made known, the one by 
the other. For this i is the way to promote 
the Salvation of Mankind; that the World 
ſhould be brought to the Xnowledoe of the 
Son by Thee; and likewiſe that oy ſhould 
be made to know the Father by the Son. 
Dor ſo it lath pleaſed. Thee to give Thy 
Son Power and Authority over the whole 
Race of Mankind. Which Thou haſt grant- 
ed ſor this very End, that all Men might 


be ſaved, delivered from Death, and made 


Partakers of Eternal Life. For, it was Thy 
Pleaſure, whatſoever Thou beſtowedſt upon 
Men, to give. it them by the Mediation, of 
Thy Son ; through Whoſe Death, Thou 
= Eternal Like to all that will te 
ceive it. 5 

Moreover, This is the Spring, of Ever: 
laſting Life, that as We are both revealed 
| the one by the other, ſo they may know Us 


only True G OD, not only of the Jews, 


but x: all the Nations 7 in the World; from 


Whom all the Good that is any where to 
be found, proceeds. And that they may 
know Him, whom Thou haſt ſent into the 


World 


—c} cx LlLA.iC-&4 ß ⁊ ens. es. oe. En Be Ode ets 


oth by Faith ; even Thee, who art the 


True b. Adi Ge. 


World for the Salvation of Mankind, even 
JESUS OHRIS T, by whom Thou giveſt, 
whatever Ty Goodneſs hath ſeen fit to 
give, to mortal Menn. 

Fromethis Text it moſt plainly appears; I 
that the'X#owlexpe' of GO D and of our 
Redemption by the Merits of His Son, is 
abſolutely: neceſſary for all ſuch as hope to 


obtain Eterndl Riſe; ſinee the Redeemer 


Himſelf here declures, that this Knowledge 


is Eternal Life: * Whereby: He ſhews, that * aemmm. | 
being taken im its full Extent, tis the Means . pro 


of obtaining Everlaſting Happineſs. \ $9" 


that whoſgever' is endued with this Noble 
and Divine Gift of the HOLY GHOST, 
is qualified to inherit the Kingdom of GOD: 
But without it, there is no Hope of yy” 
tion; as we may learn from 2 Theſſ. i. 8 

where we are told, that when the Lord 


ES US comes to Judge the World, He 
will tate o on them that know not 


G 0 D. n 
Wherefore it highly concerns every Man, 


to conſider ſeriouſly, and judge impartially, 


whether he #nowerb'G.O D indeed, or no; 
becauſe even his Eternal Happineſs depends 
upon it. And! ſince through Ignorance of 
the Word of GOD, many Perſons are apt. 
to frame very". falſe Notions of Things in 
their own Imagination; and accordingly to 
flatter themſelves, that the Knowledge of 

HE 5 2 GOD 
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J. 5. Tr. 1. 
Cap. 1. 


Pa ESSAY upon 


60D and CHRIST f 
than a bare literal or hiſtorical Underſlanding 
of the Chriſtian Religion; and: the Holy: 
' Scriptures ; it may be not only uſeful, but 
even neceſſary, to ſhew what kind of Arom- 
ledge it is, that Our Saviour affirms to be 
9 Means of obtaining Eternal Life. 

And in order to this, it is eee while 


philolog. to obſerve, that, as Glaſins faith, * Words 


ſignifying to know, do not only denote 
bare Knowledge ; but likewiſe they many 
times betoken certain Motions, Aſffect ions, 


and Effects, that uſe to be joind with it 


or, which is all one, they ſignify a liveh 
and Fectual Knowledge. 


the Underſtanding, or to the Wil, or llc to 
the Works of Men. 

I. With reſpe& to the . to 
know, ſignifies to conſider: Pſal. xc. 11. Who 
| Fnoweth the Power of thy Wrath that is, 
Who worthily weighs and conſiders it; even 
ſo, as to wake out of the Sleep of Sin, and 
repent in gocd earneſt 2? 
doth not know; that is, doth not conſider and 


mind, namely, what Benefits and Bleſſings 


the LO R D is pleaſed to beſtow upon him. 
Jerem. viii. 7. My People know not the Fudg- 
ment of the LORD; that is, they do not 
conſider and regard it. Lake xix. 41. If 


thou didſi but &c. that! 15, O that 
thcu 


gnifies no more, 


And ſuch Motion 
join'd with Anowledge have reſpect either to 


Iſaiah i. 7. Iſrael 


True KnowLeves; &c. 
thou didſt but conſider ! And to know a 


Perſon, ſignifies, to approve of him: Pſal. 


ei. 4 4 froward heart ſhall depart from 
me; I will not know a wicked Perſon : that 
is, I will not approve of ſuch a one; 
St. Auguſtine upon this Place, Tom. 8. 
col. 1126. explains it thus: When a wicked 
Perſon departed from me, I did not know him. 
What is the meaning of this, I did not 
know him Not that he was ignorant, but 
that he did not approve, of him. (The 
Tranſlation here follow'd by St. Auſtin dif- 
fers from the Hebrew, in placing the Stops | 
like the Yulgar Latin. ) 

John viii. 43. Why do ye not underſtand my 


Speech that is, Why do you not approve 


of it, and receive it with a faithful Aſſent 
to its Truth > The Anſwer of CHRIST 


| himſelf, declaring the Cauſe of this Thing, 


immediately follows : Becauſe ye cannot hear 
my Word, Where Hearing is put for Under- 
ſtanding, It follow'd from the Jews not 
* the Words of CHRIST, 


that they did not approve of them, and 


| embrace them. But whence comes that 


L ] Inability to hear and under- 
ſtand, of which CHRIST ſpeaks 2 From 
the Jews being blinded by the Devil, and 
from their voluntary hardning of them- 
felves ; concerning which, CHRIST im- 


— adds, ver, 44 7 e are of your Fa- 
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FA ESSAY. uh. 


. Ko the Devil; and the Luſts of your Fa. 
ther ye wil do, & 6” Allo Knowing ſigni- 
es Approving, in Row, vii. 15. That which 


Ido, I ( know, or) allow not. Rev. ii. 24. 
Which. have not known the Depyhs of Satan; 
that 15, which have not approved ot them. 

Moreover, To kyow, is as much as to be 
conſcious, which betokens more than bare 
Knowledge ; even as Science and Conſcience | 
are two different: Words. Pſal. xxxv. iT, 
Falſe witneſſes did riſe up : they laid to my 
charge things that I knew not; that is, things 
whereof. my own Conſcience: doth not accuſe 
me in the leaſt. Pſal. li. 3. J acknowledge 
(Heb. know.) my Tranſgreſſons, and my Sin 
is ever before me: Where Anewing implies 
Terror of Coxſcience, and hearty Contri- 
tions. 2 Cor. v. z. (God the Father) hath 

made Him to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin; 
that is, our Sin was imputed to Him, wit 
bath Himſelf no Conſcience of Sin, being moſt 


perfectly Holy, and L M ] free 


from Sin; And ſo the LORD bath laid on 


Him the Iniguity of us all, as this Phraſe is 
explained in Iſaiah liii. 6. 


Farther, To nom, ſometimes ſi igniſies to 


Eſteem, or Cenſure one; and pals a Judg- 


ment upon him: 2 Gor. V. 16. Wherefore 
henceforth ¶ «3zpuey,] we - know 10 Man 
after the Fleſh ;) that is, we rate or value 
no > Man endes to Outu ard e 

| ſuc 


True Knowrevor, "Ve. 


ſuch as Riches, Poverty, Honour, Dit. 
grace, &c. It follows : Tea, thaugh we have 
brown CERT: 9 after the' Fleſh, yet now 
henceforth know we him (after the fame 
manner) 0 more. He ſpeaks of a Carnal 
Eſteem of CHRIST, taken from that 


Jow Condition, wherein He remain d during 


the Time of His Humiliation. 

To this Head that Phraſe belongs: : To 
"ra the Face ; that is, to value and diſtin- 
guiſh by Outward Things ; which is called 
ITegown Ante, Accepting of Perſons, Prov. 


ave) reſpett of Perſons in Judgment. The 


e It is not good [ap 133] 7 


Explanation follows in ver. 24. He that 
ſaith unto the Wicked (out of a partial, unjuſt 


Reſpect of Perfons ) Thou art righteous ; him, 
ſhall the People curſe ; Nations ſhall abhor 
him. So in chap. Xxviil. ver. 21. Which is 
taken out of GOD's Command to Meſes, 


to be read in Deut. i. 17. & xvi. 19. And 


Fob xxxiv. 19. That accepteth not the Perſons 


of Princes, nor ( knoweth, that is,) regardeth 


the Rich more than the Poor? This is ſaid 


| concerning the Lord JE H OV AH, and 


anſwers to Ads x. 34. 

Thus far of the Significations of Words 
that ſignify to Xnow, in the Holy Scripture, 
with relation to the Underſtanding. Which 
have likewiſe, Secondly, reference to the Vill 
and Ae of the Heart, And ſo to 

4 Ano, 


"os ESSAY un 


8 

7 Know, is all one as to Love, Cheriſh, and 
- Regard. Exod. i. 8. Nom there roſe up a new 
Ling over Egypt, which [L Vn 8? ] knew not 
Jioſepb 3 that is, Which did not regard him, 
and What he had done and enacted for the 
Good of that Kingdom. In the Chaldee, 
who. did not-confirm the Decree of Joſepb. So 
in Gen. xxxix. 6. Judges ii. 10. Prov. xii. 10. 
Prov. xxix. 7. 1 Theſſ. v. 12. In other 
Places 594 to Acknowledge, is of the 
ſame Signification ; Deut. xXxIli. 9. Ruth li. 
10. 19. Pſal. exlii. 4. 
By an extraordinary way of Speak 
. to the HOLY GHOST, Xuow- 
edge is attributed to GOD, and aſcribed | 
to Men, When it is attributed to G O D, 
it denoteth his Special Providence, Love, 
and Fatherly Care: Exod, ii. 25. 1 Chro. 
| xvii. 18. Pſal. i. 6. And Rabbi Kimchi ſays 
1 upon this Place: The Signification of the 
14 „ C hnoweth } is, He acknowledgeth and 
| regardeth them, to do them Good: Pfal. 
Þ XxxVIi. 18. Fer. i. 5. & XXIV. 5. Amos ili. 2. 
| compard with Deut. iv. 20. Job. x. 2.7. 
1 Cor. viii. 3. 2 Tim. ii. 19, Cc. When 
it is aſcrib'd to Men, that are endued with 
a Saving Faith, it betokens both greater 
; Confidenc = of Heart than ordinary, and like- 
5 wiſe | TTAre gpopizy ] the full Aſſurance of a 
ſerious Aﬀection, excited by the HO LY 
G HOST: Fob xix. 2.5, And I know that 


m) 


- — - . by 0 
* a — — n 2 * S CO SITU , — 1 - - \ — \ rx; — 9 
7 4a EE * * 1 & wy!) * 3 2.91 724 A. 9 - | "ol * "7 32, r q „ n 3 
4 / q * D r . 4 3 > 4 l - Ha" SR - Ti dab 3 2a \ "Pp - 
I | x re 2 ” Y 2 4 Adv + » thr 4 2 F 
421 * * * n 5 2 e * 0 I * 8 22 2 WE. LINE 5 232 0 
** * 1 : wy 8 8 22>. 
* E m = © 


— 7 * 2 2 
— Te +5 : 7 — a 255 — - 1 r * 
N * 2 "266.4 * 5 <F+ Sr 79 6 wy 5 8 Ive * des Wu + "a, 1 2 * Zee q a 
. * * . Fo a ; - a I r gr os * ** * W. 
I 3 ow "4 - \ - * SR - — ” Wane n > . 7 1 * 7 ue 2 9 
gf on * <> — we. 23 reer eee "or. — — — 2 2 e = T EIS 1 N 
5 1 2 4 ; 5 — 28 — — 5 an N 5 2 7 l * 1 > — * —— — * * 

EP * 2 28 "Sg F — — pr . A T N 9 q - Ch I N 3 . . l * Ss pig ut \ 2 
e . - n 8 TS + bs * n " + Re" A — Ang. lk 5 1 * W 1 2 * Nr 5 * 7 
3 — — N * 5 r * 7 * * 1 Muy < L x” T - n 

5 ; * r r 8 FOOT * W + MN. ov \ - 2. 3 : 
2 e ds 5 8 r * - Tx 6. wes „ * 2 Fu 2 K „ 1 8 rc I; PAP, ts 4 Ay ty 1 pA SS A * 
"yy * * « - v9 7 * — 1 3 "= _ * 7 7 - - 7 o — — 
_ 1 | q . : 8 LE - — 1 ———— * 
a * — IE n L — = 
a . K 9 * r Is 7 : — " D A _ 0 
— E — 2 0 xt; N — 2 ” ö LF 9 Ss * 
SF a6 3 fr” r — * 2 
: 1 \ - oj 
* * 4 : 


as Hos. * 
of Rr 


mo Saf co 


1 


2 


* Cs 


MH - a * W 8 . 


* p * E TE * WE 7 . * my wy a : A 8 N I 
2 4 bo 5 "7s © - * 
5 N - "om . =; 
aces oor Sore one PRION Ton tee ono ns ne 
3 — pon i 5 


1 
True KNOWLEDGE, Sc. - 
my Redeemer liveth; that 1s, J moſt aſlured- 
> My believe it, and depend upon Him with 
t ſtrong Confidence. So, to know the Name 
„f the LO R D, Pfal. ix. 10. is, to cleave to 
e MHim with true Faith. To know the LO RD, 
„ Mis, to believe and hope in Him: Fer. ix. 24. 
o & xxxi. 34. Hoſe ii. 20. Foh. xvii. 3, &c. 
>. This is the Knowledge of Salvation, Iſa. liii. 11. 
Luke i. 77. And the Acknowledging. of the 


III. In reſpe& of Works, Knowledge. is 
taken for Ability, or an Inward Power to 


Act, which is the Principle from whence 
w- Actions proceed: Ifa. lvi. 11. They are greedy 
ed Dogs, which [MV WT N?, don't know Ful. 
D, Wrie/s ] can never have enough, and they are 
e, NPCbepherds that cannot underſtaud ; that is, 
on. heir Greedineſs cannot be fatisfied, neither 
ys an they underſtand Divine Things, becauſe 
che of their Unskilfulneſs and Blindneſs: Matth. 


Pi. 11. If ye then being evil, know how to give 


* . 


ruth, which is after Godlineſs, in.. 


ſal. Nxeod Gifts unto your Children, &c. that is, 
. 2. f ye are able, notwithſtanding your innate 
27. NNalice, to do Good to your own. This 
nen {MW rope is common alſo in the Latin, and 
ith other Languages. 235 | 


And to Aua, ſometimes ſignifies, to find 
ike · y Experience: Mark v. 29. [ Kai $410 ] 
of a Hud ſpe knew] felt in her Body, that ſhe 
LY a healed of that Plague; that is, She per- 


eived, or found it by Experience: Ver. 30. 


And 
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me 


40 


Fower ;"that is, 1 will try how — * they 
in them. See 2 Cor. i. 9. Such a Signifh 


greateſt Modeſty and Deceney, to exprek 


he know any other Woman. And Horact 
Ignara Marti, ſpeaking of a Single Womat 
never Married, who he therefore ſays, knen 


— 


A: ESSAY: ub 


| And 7 E SUS immediately. knowing i m Hin f 
elf, that Virtue had gone out of Him; thatb 


is, perceiving. or diſcerning it experimen 11 


tally. 1 Cor. iv. 19. -7 will know, not ttt 


Speech of them which are paffed up, but the 


are in Faith, what Zeal they have, hoyfl ; 
effectually the HO LY GHOST work 


cation muſt be allign'd to the word Au 
more particularly, when it is us d with the 


the Lawful ' Conjugal Act, or Unlawful 
Carnal Copulation, Wal reſpect to eithet 
Sex: As in Gen. iv. 1. & xix. 5, 8. Nam 
xXXXi. 17. Matth. i. 25. Luke 1. 34. Ant 
ſo Plutarch in Alex. Neither Le)! dit 


no Husband.“ Thus far Glaſſius. 
Now we have ſeen the ſeveral Significa þ 
tions of the word Xuow, as it is us'd in Holy 
Writ ; let us apply it to the true Knowledy! 
of GOD: Obſerving, That none but he 
may be truly ſaid to k»ow GOD, who 
ſeriouſly contemplates the Glory of His Su 
preme Majeſty ; and heartily loves, honours 
and obeys Him: Which are the proper and 
genuine Effects of Divine Knowledge ; and 
muſt not, cannot, be nn from {0 
long 


| True Ko ο, Oc ar 
u Mloog.as it is real and ſubſtautial, exereifing 
hat both the Underſtanding and the Will, and 

gem influencing the Liſe and Converſatioy of him 


that is juſtly eſteemed to wow G O'D. For 
Much a one directs all his Thoughts, Words 

hey end Actions by that exalted Principle ; of 
jouMwhich we may judge by St. Jahus Rule, 
ork Epiſt. i. 3 Hereby we d know that we 
nit Him, if we keep His Commandments. 

on And in 2 Theſſ. i, 8. They that - know not 

the 0 D, are ſaid not o obey the Goſpel of our 


Lord FESUS CHRIST. And we find a 
his black Character of the wicked Sons f 
the , Hohn; and Phinebas, ſet down in 

Sam. ii. 12. Now the Sons of Eli were Sons 

f Belial, very wicked Perſons, they knew not 

e LORD. But this cannot be underſtood 

f a Speculative Knowledge; becaule there 

no doubt, but they being Prieſts, were - 
Wnitructed in the Theory of their Religion. 
Vherefore we muſt conclude, That becauſe 

ile they profeſſed to know G O D, in Works Tit. i. 16. 
hey deny d Him, being abominable and dif- 
bedient, and to every good Work reprobate ; 

hey might very properly be ſaid not t 

Wow the LORD, being wholly void of 

II true Saving Knowledge of His Nature and 


yours WV ll. 2 

and For there are Two kinds of Tnowleage ex- 
andſreiſed about Divine and Heavenly Objects. 

it, The one is a mere Literal or Hijfforical, and 
long the 
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An ESSAY: 1b 


= ite a Spiritual and Experimental Know 
— Mig Again, The mere Literal or Hiſtoriea 
1H Theſes Knowledge is Two-fold.: : Either Diabolica 
Credendor. or Phariſaical.” 
3 The former differs nothing from tha 
L. 1,61 dead Faith, void of all pious Aﬀettinn 
whereof St. James ſpeaks in the Second 
Chapter of his Divine Epiſtle, and the 191 
and 26th Verſes ; Thou believeſt that then 


is one GOD; thou doſt well: the Devils al 


believe and tremble. For as the Body with 
the Spirit is dead; ſo Faith without Warks 
dead alſo. And ſuch a falſe Knowledge a 
this may be found in profane Perſons, wncon 
verted Sinners; who live in a State of Caf 
nal Security, and either utterly deſpiſe thi 


Chriſtian Religion, or elſe delude them 
ſelves with a falſe Dependance upon thi 
Mercy of GOD, and the Merits 
CHRIST. 
The latter is a Be dee Ruowledgt 
taking Place in all thoſe EDypocrites, who 
e like the Pharifees of old, perform Outwart 
*KActs of Religion, without the Iaward Affe 
ctions that always accompany true Deva 

tion. So that they have a Form of Godli 

neſs, but deny the Power thereof, 2 Tim. iii. 
They attend the Outward Service or Worſhiy 

of GOD; hear His Word ; receive the 

10 Sacraryent ;- and perhaps they repeat 

1 Prayer 


bold ot 


5 1 
og! Prayers and Praiſes, - not only in publick, 3 
Put alſo in private: yet while they Aram Ila. xxix. 
realer to GOD with their Lips, their Heart a. 
ef from Him 3 and they lead an Unchri- . 8. 
tan Courſe of Life, notwithſtanding their Mark . 
tha reat Pretences to Piety, and to the „ 
Linn edge of Our Lord q E SUS CHRIST. 
con nd certainly both theſe forts of Literal or | 
-_ Horical Knowledge, are altogether unwor- 
ben to be counted and called 7rue Chriſtian 
„ owledge, or a right Underſtanding of Di- 
zh ine and Heavenly Things. 
But the other kind of Kyowledge being 
ge 1 piritual and Experimental, attended with 
col] incere Pr actice of what we know, and 
Cai joind with the conſtant Exerciſe of Faith 
e thi nd Charity, is genuine and true. And 
hed his is the Anowledge that is always meant 
_ ſuch Places of Holy Writ, as mention the 
_ Knowledge of GOD and CHRIST, 
nd of the Myſteries of the Chriſtian Reli- 
Pm WT And it is many times deſcrib'd by the 
he ame of W. iſdom, Underſlanding, Counſel, 
eh en, d 8 ©1Þ 
Affe a th is of Divine Original, 
eyeing produced in our Souls by the Spirit L 
Godli) f G O D Himſelf, as ſhall — — Py 
E large. And that it afecks 
orſhio * N as Well x 1 our Unders 1beſ. Cred. 
e ing, we may learn from Tit. i. 1. where gen A- 
repeat rr. Paul faith, That the Acknowledging of the” * 
rayen TT Truth | 


True KNoOWLEDGs, &c. 


en is EE And <8 1 Tk dr 
444.16. Where the Articles: of our” Faith are 
.. called, Te great Myſtery. e Godliaeſa 80 
that tis very evident, there is no Under 
be Bt and Profe ſſing the Chi 
ſtian Religion arigbt, without — faithful 
Practice of Piety, which can never be feps 
rated from True Knowledge. And here we 
may obferve;” that the word: *Emywony 
 [danitio) us d in that Text, and many Fark | 
Places of the New Teſtamenr, properly def 
notes the adding of holy Affectiam to ou 
Anoiultdge; which is x more plainly inti 
mated in Phil: i. 9: where this word is join 
with another of the like import and ſigniſſi 
cation, Which i is Al nge, betokening Senſe 
or a Senſatian, and an experiment al Knowle ag 
and Peroept ion, render d very happily in oui 
Engliſh Bibles by the word Judgment. Fo 
A. Sound Judgment in Spiritual Things, is cht 
genuine e of true en Wu 
improv 4. 
And. this Sims me a fair Opportunity to 
ſhew briefly, what is the Nature of a Sound 
NJuagment, called Aouipanriz in Greek, ſigni 
Theſ. ces tying; the Faculty of judging Spiritual 
atque A. 
gend. L. z. not only: of the State of our on and othe 
6. 3. Chriſtians Fair h, but of all Things beſides 
ſeo as truly to diſcern the difference betwix 
SGSGood and Evil, both in Doctrine and Pra 
Mice; betwixt Truth and Falſhood in Fait 
N ET of 


* 0a 


——— 


True. KNO W EDE. &c. 
r Opinion; and between Right and Mrong 


, Words Or Works. Nair TY W * + 


al. judgeth all things ; ; yet He) Himſelf is 
deed of no man. Heb. v. 14. Strong » Maar: 
+, bay to them that are ef ful age, eve 
boſe who by reaſon of Uſe, baue sheir Senſes. 
erciſed to, diſcern. between Good und Evil > 

What is, The more Myſtical and Sublime 
de oiots of Chriſtian Doctrine, muſt be re- 
rved for, and communicated, to, thoſe 
ore adult and experienc'd Chriſtians, who, 
y conſtant. faithful Obedience to the Will of 
oo, have acquir d a Habit of judging aright, 
d diſtinguiſming between Go and Bua 
Wcording to the Trutb. 


ay'd, That their Love might abound more 
ud more in Knowledge, __ in all Judgment; 


cellent Uſe of thoſe, noble Endowmeats, 
ying, Eig a Seuruarew U js Te Ni- 
Va, That ye may approve Things. that are 
Leellent : Or as thoſe Words might be ren» 
rd, not diſagreeably to the Original Text; 
hat ye may try and examine. Things: that 


vil, differ one from the other. Wherefore 
. e, in his Paraphraſe, hat h joinid 


th theſe LOFT ROO rogether, after 


This Sound, Judament in Spiritual. Thiogs, 
ention d in 1 Cor. ii. T4. He abat its Spin. 


And when the Apoſtle, in Phil. i. 9. has 


proceeds, in the roth Verſe to ſhew-the 


fler ; as Truth and Falſhood, Good and 


this 
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this manner: That Je may Continue conſtant 
unto the Truth; examine firſt, and then 4 
prove and lite, and practiſe all Chriſtian Vir 


may be ſincere and — Offence till the D, 


that exerciſe this Spiritual Judgment, perk 


All. the great Things ſpoken of Wiſdo 
derſtood of ſuch True Knowledge and So 


Moſt pious and learned Biſhop Bewerid| 


An ESSAY 2b 


tues in the higbeſt Degrees. And then th 
great Neceſſity and the happy Effects « 
this Sound Fudgment in Spiritual Thing 
follow in this and the next Verſe: That) 


of CHRTST'; being filed with the Fruit 
of Ni abteonſueſs, jp fy are by FESUR 
CHRIST, unto the Glory and Tal | 
60 D. For as it is abſolutely neceſſary ft 
all Chriſtians, to perſevere and impron 
in Piety as long as they live; ſo is th 
Spiritual Fudgment indiſpenſably neceſſar 
in order to their Perſeverance and Impro 
ment. And as they who ſo perſevere an 
improve, ſhall” be Partakers of the Glor 
and Happineſs of CHRIST; ſo will the 


vere and improve. 
Ia ſhort, as I have already hinted abont 


Knowledge, & c. in Holy Writ, are to be u 


Judgment, as hath been here deſerib d. 

But farther: It will be no ſmall Adva 
tage (to them that pleaſe) to conſider t 
Deſcription of True Knowledge, given by t 


— 5 


in his „ Theologicus, Vol. I. pag. 3; 
331 


6 


True KN o W. LEDG E, Sc. 
2433 5. 336. Vol. IV. pag. 221, — 262. 
340, 341. And in ſeveral other Parts of 


Vir his elaborate and judicious Works. For that 
will very much illuſtrate this preſent 


ESSAY, and enable the Reader to reap 


the more Benefit from it. 

it 8 I ſhall now conclude this Chipter with 

Dia Rule of Trial, to which, I think, every 

rut ſincere Chriſtian will readily whſoribe.; ; and 
W with a Prayer for True K — and a 

Sound Jaden. 8 


The R U I E. 
"H AT A nowledge, or Judgment, which 


in, is Genuine and True: And that which 
s contrary thereunto, i is Spurious and Falſe. 


The PRAYER. 


and Truth, be Thou gractouſly pleefed to 


n thy Light let us ſee Light; and do Thou 
ndue us with the Knowledge of Divine My- 


dvalferies ; and reveal the Truth of Thy Glorious 2 Cor. 

er tl oſpel i in our Hearts; that we may know + 
by UT hee the only True GOD, and JESUS =_ 185 
eri HRIST ee Thou haſt ſent, and Þ * 


ay obtain Eternal Life. 
| K Make 


is agreeable to the Holy Scriptures, 
ind to the Word of GOD contained there- 


12 


THOU Univerſal Fountain of Light 3 | 


Iighiten our Eyes, that we ſleep not in Death. Pal. xiii. 


Zo 
xxxv. 9. 


2 a. An ESSAY 1b 
ö © Make us to read and hear Thy Holy Ward: 
with a pure Intent ion to know and up Thy 

2 Tim Will. And do Thou-give us Underſtanding 
7 ill Things. That we may not deceive our 
ſelves, by imagining that we know Thee, while 

we are indeed Strangers to Thee ; but may 

| humbly and heartily confeſs our own Darkneſs 
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| aud Iguorance. And that it may pleaſe 'Thet | 
Joh. xvi. 70 ſhine upon us, enlighten us with Thy Wr 
13. venly Grace, and lead us into all Trutb. | 


Aid O Merciful 6 0 D, tate away out: F 
Rom. i. % Minds all unreaſonable Prejudices, and al 
2 ſinful Aſſections; which wil ot herwiſe ſo blind 
Eph. ir. our Souls, that we ſhall be no way capable i 
Cor. receiving and\ embracing the Truth: But ſhal 


iv. 4 utterly reject it; preferring. our own falſe, A 


x 
— . e * 
e 
Ea, * — LOTS 


— 


CEE ho) 
8 *F 2 43 * a 


5 FF Gt. 2 Nn <A 1 — 
2 - x vey - F > 1 a S 1; * 4 * 3 = 
" — 7 4 * AE. 2 >* 5 "£6 4 "iy * N 4 * * 2 e * a, 
\ * > * 4 pm. 85 * * N 1 Eg 125 Fre * n f R r Vo. 
_ >. * a AT P.-E » wes 14 N 89 = 4 7 — n a ? * 2» l 
on ior ol eee reper BE r ot 7 ARES: , r — 
p tg, fb „ „ 0 RY o 2 _ a — — 1 $f TO — 
727-06 Bt? rae HO, el g * 3 5; 2 OO GE OC TIE OG TT IEONTIRSTY "TAP r 
: : 6 — N 4 8 q 22 * 


FP 
9 W * 


44 Jer. vii. fu Conceits before fb gs 

„ 125 Give us therefore V. iſdom Ef: Humility, 

ME LORD GOD, to ſubjeft our Will, our Un: 
14 derſtanding, and all our Faculties, to the mo 


Joh. xv. wzſe and infallible Conduct of the SP I RI 
of Truth ; that we may know, and love, ani 
enjoy Thee, both in this World, and in tha 
which is to come. 
Aud to that End, be pleaſed to beſtow Th 
Bleſſing upon this mean Ess Av, that it mi 
conduce ſomething to the Honour of Thy Gred 
NAME, and to the Propagation of Thy Gli 
_ r4ous Kingdom : Through our Lord and Sawvioi 
JESUS CHR IST. Amen. 


CHAP 


e 


e NowueD Gr, Oe, 


CHAP. 


- HAVE already hinted in {NE fois 
going Chapter, That an Inpenitent 
Sinner, an Unregenerate or Unconverted 
Perſon, neither has, nor can have, a right 
Notion and Apprehenſion of Divine and 


vour to prove that Aſſertion with the fol- 
4 al lowing Arguments. 

lid Fir, We can form no juſt Idea of a an 
* Object that bears no manner of Proportion 


to our Intellect: But the Faculty whereby we 

would clearly diſcern any Thing, ought to 
be it ſelf well adapted to its Object, and 
capable of apprehending it. There muſt be 
a due and competent Affinity betwixt them. 
and it is neceſſary for that which perceives, 
and that which is perceiv'd, to be related 
e to the other, and to partake. of the 
ame Nattire and Quality in ſome meaſure. 
For ſo we uſe to let Sounds in at our Ears, 
cents at our Noſtrils, and to difcern the 


s the underſtanding of Hidden Things and 
econd Notions, cannot be obrain'd- by the 
Sight, Hearing, or any other Senſe ; but 
omprehended only by the Uſe of our Reaſon, 
and the ſeveral Operations of our Mind. 

C - Secondly, 


: 
* 4 
* C 


Heavenly Things. And now I ſhall endea- 


Ars, J. 


ariety of Colours with our Eyes: Where- 
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20 HF 
Ang. II. Secondly, Divine and Spiritual Object; 


particularly Chriſtian Thomaſius, Introd. ad 


| conſider this above all things; That GOD 


rightly diſtinguiſh thoſe one from the other. 


ſo far as they may be Known in our preſen 


— 


An ESSAY 1b. 


are of fuch a refined and exalted Nature, 
that our corrupt darkened Reaſon can no way 


perceive, and much leſs comprehend them; 


becauſe of the infinite Diſtance that is be. 


tween the Faculty and the Objefts. And this 
is the judgment not only of eminent Di. 


vines, but alſo of ſome acute Philoſophers ; 


Log. cap. 1. having in the 4th Section free. 
ly acknowledged and expreſſy aſſerted, That 
the Human Underſtanding was overcaſt with 
thick Darkneſs by the Fall, proceeds in this 
manner: i 1 
915. But if they profeſs Learning, let them 


has given them Two Lights, to illuminate 
their darkned Underſtanding ; and let them 


16. The one is the Light of Nature 
which is the Underſtanding it ſelf, that fur 
niſhes Man with the Faculty, aſſiſting and en 
abling him, by his Natural Power, to frame 
a right and clear Conception of Senſible anc 
Earthly Objects, for his Uſe in this Life. 
17. The other Light, which is above Na 
ture, proceeds from Divine Revelation 
which helps him to know Divine Myſteries 
leading us to the Enjoy ment of Eternal Life 


imperfe State. : 
: I 8. ; Thi 


| True KNOWLEDGE, Ge. 


ds 14 1 8. This Revelation is contain d in the 
"5 Holy Seriptu res. 
ay 28, In Divinity, Divine Revelation 
*. is always the Foundation: Wherefore the 
hz Divine does not only make all Human Hi/tory 


ſubſervient to it; but alſo he takes ſpecial 


Dt: care to keep Human Reaſon within ſuch due 
{4 Bounds, as not to preſume upon Judging of 
Divine Myſteries by her Sylogiſms and Rea- 
50 ſonings; but to ſubject the Underſtanding to 


Faith, in Supernatural Things. 
29. Thus we uſe the Art of Reaſonirg in 


Word of GOD, for which Divine IA. 
mination is neceſſarily requird ; but ſuch 


ſavouring of Enthufraſm. OM 
C. IX, . 8. Human Underſtanding knows 
certainly that ſuch Things are and exiſt in 


Reality and Truth. For it knows that there 


which all thoſe Things that are certainly 
comprehended by Senſe, derive their 
Original, and which continually preſerves 
them —— ” ens 

9. But it anderſtands withal, that this No- 
tion of GOD muſt of neceſlity be very 


to the Being, than to the Nature of GOD. 
10. Nay, if he does but take occaſion, 
Thi from this confuſed Notion of the Divine Being, 


V2 7 to 


Divinity; not as a Mean to arderſtand the | 


is a GOD, that is, a Firſt Cauſe, from 


confuſed and obſcure ; having more reſpect 


21 


* 


| [lamination as our Church * explains, not Lu- 
| ; theran. 


22 


regularly, when it leaves all theſe Queſtions 


_ ESSAY. e 


to ler the Diſtance between his Inte lect 
and this Firſt Cauſe ; he likewiſe underſt andi, 
that it is impoſſible to comprehend the Nature 
of GOD with Human Reaſon ; and that 
whenever he ſtraineth his Underſtanding to 
find out more Truths concerning the Divine 
Nature, it amounts to no more than this ; 


That he may tell, in ſome meaſure, What 
GOD is not ; but he can never proceed far 


enough, to diſcover what He 1. 


11. In ſhort, He finds that, by all theſe 
Notions, he has not diſcover d one ſingle 
Truth; but they are all ſuch Attributes only, 


as were before included in the Notion of 2 
Divine Being, 


2.0. 


It acts more rationally Wy” morel 


to be determin'd by Supernatural 1 
Again, Prax. Log. C. I. § 136. (zaly,) 
Look upwards, and contemplate GOD! 
That is But here Reaſon muſt 
ſit down in ſilence, leaving Divinity to ex 
plain this Rule. 

But ler us hear the Opinion of the celebra 
ted Des Cartes upon this Subject, declar d 
in the Firſt Part of his Diſcourſe upon 
Method : 1 reverenc'd our Divinity, ( fays he) 
and ſought for Salvation as well as other 
Men; but having learn'd as an undoubtedf 
Truth, That the Way to Heaven is as open 


and plain to the molt Ignorant, as to the moſt 


Learned: 


| caſt with Darkneſs. 


True KNowLEDGE,' &c. 
Learned; and that the Revealed Truths 
which lead thither, are exalted above our 


Underſtanding, I durſt not ſubject them to 
my weak Reaſonings : And I thought, that 


to undertake rhe Examination thereof with 


good Succeſs, it was neceſſary to have Aid 
from Heaven, and to be ſomething more 


than Man. 


And Largius, in his Medicina Mentis, agrees 


with the fore-mention'd Authors. 

Part II. Cap. II. $2. And Firſt, As for 
the Principal 4c wu they are diſeaſed 
and corrupt to the laſt degree. The mere 


1 


Intellect * is depriv'd of Light, and over- * Intelle- 


ctus pu- 
rus, by 


which he means the Underſtanding exercis'd didn any Aſſiſtance of 45 


13 or Idea s; as be explaineth himſelf, Cap. I. $ Xx. 


il. You may diſcover, that the Under- 


ſanding, without Light, is in a manner out 
of its Element, by our Natural Ignorance of 
GOD and Divine Things; which Igno- 
rance cannot be wholly taken out of the 
way, even by Revelation and Education. 


For altho ſome Incluiation or Inſtinct to 


know G OD is yet planted naturally in our 
Mind; that which may be thus known of 


GO D, is fo uncertain and inconſiderable, 
that it muſt be yet farther improv'd and 


diſplay'd, by our beholding and conſidering 
His Works of Creation and Preſervation. 
9 — . And 
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And how doth this concern our mere Intel. Ry 
left > which, if it were truly united to its An 
proper Object, GOD, would, without WW rig 
queſtion, be enlightned in and by the lar 
Light; and would, according to its Spiri- I ſui! 
tual” Nature and Diſpoſition, acknowledge Va 
its Creator in Spirit and in Truth. of 

But our Underſtanding is ſo far from doing 

this by its Natural Inſtinct, that when it be 

ſhould improve that which may be known of Wbo! 
GOD, by the Uſe of Reaſon, it blots it out I bel 
and corrupts it more and more, by the 5 
Abuſe thereof, through Evil Affections, and M. 
falls into the Idolatrous Worſhip of many Mjoi 
Gods; as we may ſee by the PraQtice of the Juc 
Heathen World. on! 

I forbear now to mention other Argu-Wof 
ments, whereby the very great Sickneſs and 
Diſorder of our Underſtanding might be 
prov'd, and which may be drawn from Fat 

Philoſophical Hiſtory with - eaſe. = - == dee 
Therefore the Underſtanding is out of its|iſanc 
Element; and fo is darkned, empty, and 
exceeding corrupt. 

X. Andif the higheſt and loweſt Facul- 
ties be ſo corrupted and diſorder'd in Man 
who can expect any Soundneſs and Health 
in the middle Faculty of Reaſon > To be 
ſure, that likewiſe muſt be all over diſtem- 
per d and unſound. For Reaſon left to itſelf, 


15 deſtizute ot that ngher Pringle and dil 
: Rule of 


True KNOWLEDGE, &c.' 


And that Defect hinders it from having the 
right Key of Knowledge, the lawful and regu- 
lar Uſe of Things ; a right End in the Pur- 
ſuit, and an impartial Judgment upon the 
Value thereof, and that even in Matters 
of no great Importance. 
And ſince it is the Property of Reaſon to 
bs employ'd about the Idea's of real Objects, 


both Spiritual and Corporeal ; who would 
believe that thoſe are true Ideas of Spiritual 
e Things, which the ſuperior Faculties of the 
dM Mind have not firſt examin'd, or do not 


jointly examine at preſent ; but the active 
Judgment of Reaſon hath taken them up 
only after a Natural manner, by Mediation 
of the Senſes ? "LO 
nd XI. And Reaſon being deſtitute of the 
beWLight, Power and Conduct of the Superior 
Faculties, and having no True Key to the 
deep inward Anowledge of lower Objects, 
Wand Corporeal Things, no, nor of Morality 
it felt; and not underſtanding by its own 
Light the lawful and regular Vſe, or the 


ul: right End, of ſuch Things, or their real 
ni Worth; who would ſay, That our diſeaſed 
IthHReaſon frames right Notions of Corporeal 


true Health? But if any one will venture 
elf, to affirm this, he will more than ſufficiently 
od diſcover to wiſe Men, what Diſeaſe he is lick 
le, Wot himſelf. 8 XIill. If 


5 


and Moral Objects, or enjoys any degree of 


i 
*. 
0 A 7 * 
* 2 f 
at 


. & Rule; which is very neceſſary to guide it. 
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Kill. If Reaſon, left to itſelf, be fount 


and healthful by its own Conſtitution, w Why m 
was it oor, ſo in the moſt learned of the C 


5 ancient P. biloſophers 2 Ora Mt Was fo e 


were extrayagantly fooliſh > Or if it did 
ſometimes believe that there was One 


Principal Faculties of the Soul to Him 2 ac 


adore Him, being ſo acknowledg d, with due 
Fear and Love, Truſt, Reverence and Thank 


refer and direct every Thing it did? 


them, why did it, contrary to its own Na. br 
ture and Tendency, fall into the moſt un Be 


reaſonable Idolatrous Worſhip of many Gods th 
and into innumerable other Miſtakes that m 


GOD, its Creator, why did it not conſider 
Him as the Ultimate End of all its Thought 
and Actions: Why did it not, with it 
Activity, determine and conſecrate thi 


knowledge Him in Truth, and worſhip and 


giving? And if it will pretend to have don 
this, why did it arrogate that Honour talf 
itſelf, which was due to GOD alone! 
Why did it not look upon itſelf, or ups 
Man, as a depending Creature; but ſet itſelſ 
up to be an Idol to itſelf, and, with facri 
legious Pride, make itſelf. the Centre and 
Vigour of all its own Accompliſhments and 
Virtues; nay, the ultimate End of itſelſ 
and of all its own Actions, to which it might 


XXIV. But we may underſtand how oreat 
the Darkneſs of the Soul, and the Rudeneß 


and 


man Nature, is, and in what great need of 


bred up in a Wilderneſs among Savage 
Beaſts, And to make this appear fo much 
the plainer, (for we can never think too 
much upon our Corruption, or know it too 
well) beſide the Similitude of a Sick Man, 
which illuſtrates this Treatiſe throughout, 
let the following Repreſentations of a corrupt 


contrary Sence, we may judge how very 


before the Fall. OO 24 | 
XXV. The Mind of Man, ever ſince the 


Wike an untill'd, rugged, diſmal Field, over- 
good Seed, and of good Fruits, and very 


urſed and ſpoil'd by the Fall, may ſerve 
Wor a Picture of the Corruption and Amend- 
ment to be oberv'd in the Mind. | 
Alſo the Mind of Man is naturally like a 
ſome, wherein every thing is broke, diſ- 
order'd, and miſplac d; wherefore,it muſt 
of neceſſity be made clean again with the 
help and Advantage of Light and Virtue. 


XXVI. Far- 


and Corruption of the whole Frame of Hu- 


Cultivation it ſtands ; by the Example of 
a poor, wild, untaught Barbarian, or of one 


Mind be conſider'd. By which, taken in the 


happy the State of the Human Soul was 


Fall, before it is cultivated and reſtor d, is 
Prown with Briers and Thorns, barren of 


fruitful of bad ones. And thus a Field 


arb Room, uninhabitable, filthy, and loath- *' 


L - 
* * —— 
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XXVI. Farther, The Mind of Man b 
Ike Spare Paper, or a Book that has nothing 
writ upon it. Yet not as Plato would have 
it, who ſaid, The Mizd was naturally writ 
upon; but the Writing had been blotted 
out by the Mud and Dirt, the Naſtineſs and 
Defilemenr, of the Body ; and that by Cut 
tivation 'tis made to appear again: So that 
our Anowledge is nothing but Remembrance 
Nor is this Simi/itude to be underſtood ac. 
cording to Ariſtotle's Opinion, who denied 
that ever any thing was actually written 
upon the Human Soul; but in ſuch a trut 
Sence as to affirm, That the Seeds of barrel 
Truths left in it, do upon account of its 
great Natural Darkneſs and Corruption, re 
quire a quite new Inſcription of all Things 
and eſpecially of ſuch Things as proceed from 
Revelation.“ 
But with due Submiſſion to that learned 
Author's better Judgment, I ſhould think 
the corrupt Mind of Man cannot be ſo wel 
compar'd to Blank Paper, as to that which 
bas many Falſities and Errors already writtenf 
upon it, which muſt be blotted out with 
the Tears of hearty Repentance, before the 
Truth can be impreſt upon it: As I ſhal fa 
hereafter endeavour to prove. th 
In the mean time the Reader may bel 
pleas'd here alſo to conſider, what he wil 
find b out of the fame Philoſophical 
5 Treatiſe, 


5 


True KN OWL E DOE; &c. 
ITreatiſe, under my Fourth Argument, and 
more particularly the 287% Section of the 
nö Second Chapter of the Second Part; and 
what he will find to the ſame Purpole 
in Chr. Thomaſius's Introduction t Logick, 
chap. I. n.30, 31. 


troubled with Fear, leſt ſome of the Expreſ- 
ions that have been here tranſcribd, may 
tend to the Propagation of Ent haſi 2 and 
encourage ſome that have ſeparated from 
our Church, under the Pretence of finding 
Wout a truer and a clearer Light, to guide 


them both in their Principles and. in their 
Practice. 


10 0 Light or Principle unknown to the 
Catholick Church in Ages paſt: But the 
Light of Revelation, and the Grace of GOD 8 


indeed to the corrupt Nature and blind Rea» 
ſon of an auconverted Soul, but has been 
always very familiar and well known to 
faithſul Chriſtians, and that eſpecially in 
the Primitive Church, 


in the Holy Scripture ! From whence 4 is 
like · 


Whoever is-offended with ſuch Expreſſi bas, 4 
to be found in the Writings either of Philo- | 
ſophers or Divines, may be truly ioform'd, 

Wat. when they ſpeak of Light, or perhaps 
a New Light, they mean, no New-diſco- 


Holy SPIRIT, which is new and ſtrange 


And how frequent is the Uſe of that Term 


But perhaps ſorne weak Clitifiite may be Obj. 


8 : Corporeal. and Sublunary Objects, whenl 


FRAN 
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. \ - 


ESSAY tron 


likewiſe tranſcrib'd into lh, Parts of ou NI. 
Liturgy ; being the very Word, whereby itt 
hath pleaſed the Infinite Wiſdom of G G Dae: 
Himſelf, to expreſs the Divine Medium off@m 
Reſtoring that Tuowledge in our Souls, which 
we have ſo miſerably defac'd by falling away 
from that State of Integrity, wherein wel»: 
were happily created, and to which th 
Mediation of CHRIST. the Son o 
G OD is appointed to bring us back. Andre 
what Term could be more proper to ſignify 2 
the Medium of Divine Ruowledge, t half 
Light which is the Medium of that Senfel 
wherewith we moſt advantageouſly diſcerd 


there is ſuch a Proportion and Reſemblano 
between- Knowledge and Sight ? But ſince i 
hath pleaſed G OD Aimſetf to uſe that E 
preſſion in ſo many Paſſages of His Holy 
Word, and our own Church has made ful 
good Uſe of it in her Publick Offices; 
am willing to ſuppoſe, that no wiſe. 100 
good Man will be offended at the ſober and 
pious U/e of it, {o long as we take care nol 
to abuſe it. 
And as for Enthuff aſm, one would thinl 
that the true Import of that Word is known 
but to a few; ſince we may hear ſome Perf 
ſons cenſur' d for Enthuſiaſts, only becaul: 
they have. exercisd a higher Degree of Faitl\ 
and * and have attaind to a large 
Meaſure 


— 
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Meaſure of Experimental Knowledge in the 
Chriſtian Religion, than the Generality have 
acquif d. But if theſe be Futhuſiaſts, how 
much more did St. Paul deſerve that Character 
than they? For he declares of Hitnſelf in 

Gal. ii. 20. That CH RI ST. 4 in him 
ind the Life which he livd in "the Fleſh, he 
Mind by the Faith of the Son 550 0D. And 
the time was, when he conld wiſh fb himſelf 


n acchrſed frm CHRIST,” for his Brethren, 
ily: . e, according 0 1 Hieſb, Rom. 
Ax. z. 2713: 1 

e T bekeſorg er us {riouffy confider what 


Enthuſiaſm is indeed; that "we may not inju- 

iouſly, as well as ignorantly, charge them 
ith it, who are far (om 059%: 85 
Dr. Henry More deſcribes it No in lis | 
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WI hall not trouble e mtl Abbt be Fry, 
ology and divers Significations of this 
ord Enthuſiaſm, but leave "thoſe Things 
o the Criticks and Grammarians. How- 
ver, you will Ezow more exactly What 
we mean by it in this Place, hen we 
ave defined the Nature of "Inſpiration. - 
or Enthufiaſm is nothing elſe But a falſe 
onceit of any Perſon, that he is In 
i'd, when indeed he is not. And to be 
„Dir d, is to be moved by a Divine Power, 
dr by the Spirit of G O D, after ſome extra- 
ordinary 
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| ? liar, manner, to do, . {peak and think 


tho' he be not ſo indeed. 


: Meditation, Rational Inference, collation 
of Places, conſulting of Original Languages 


Doctrine, together with unbyaſs d Aﬀet 


extraordinary Gift of the Spzrit, in Prophe 


of bis, which 9 ſuperſedes th 


Mm ESS AT upon. 


ſomething that is holy, juſt and true. From 
whence you may eaſily anderſtand what Em 
thuſiaſm is, namely, a confident, but falſe 
Perſwaſion i in any Man, t he is Inſpir 0 


And Dr. Hammond more particularly i in 


his Poſtſcript concerning New E or Dil Di 


5 vine Ilumination 


ND “The Pretenſion is =o That the 
erſtanding . or interpreting. the Word off 
GOD, or the knowing of His Will, is-nal 
imputable to. the Uſe of ordinary Means 
(ach, are the Aſſiſtance of GO D's Spirit 

joined with the Uſe of Learning, Study 


and ancient Copies and Expoſitions of th 
Fathers of the Church, analogy of receive 


ions, and ſincere Deſire of ding out the 
Truth, and conſtant Prayer for GOD! 
ſpecial Bleſſing on, and Co-operation wii 
theſe and the like Means) but either to tha 


ſying, Preaching and Expounding, or t 
Illumination not Prophetical or ſimply Ex 
traordinary; but ſuch as is thought to bg 
promis'd to a New Life, the Work of thi 
Spirit of GOD in the Heart of every Saia 


hace di 


. v2 0-0 


Ui 


me cuba Ge. 
{BUG of all External Ordinances to ſuch; ; 


ontained- in the Canon of the Serip- 
ture. 


ake that Pretence, the learned Author 


PDiſeourfſſe. 


Imagination, its Natural Way of Acting 

Wrequently interrupted, fo that ad reject al 
onduct of Reaſon. + Which is, (ſufficiently 
rov'd by the Effects of. Eutbuſiaſm and 
anaticiſm: (but then it muſt be real, and 


harg d upon ſincere Chriſtians, by the 
mmoderate Zeal of ſome Perſons.) For 
hen any one, having a full Perſwaſion that 


lotions of his Imagination, the declining 
om the Rule of right Reaſon, and the 


e ought to follow them; we believe 1 
Han is ſeduced with ſuch Enthuftaſm. 9 

e that follows any ſort of Idea's amd 
y his own Imagination, tho they be void 
all Foundation, is call'd a Fanatick.” 


th 
ain 8 
thi 
Uk 


ole two Divines of our own Church, 
d of a famous Lutheran Philoſopher and 
D 1 Divine, 


And fuch'as a8 maintain —— Option; and. 


Again. Buder Philoſe. Ecled. 7. I. . 
Cap. II. C21. ſpeaks thus: 4 But for the 


jot ſuch as is improperly and unjuſtly 


Wis Intention is ſincere; takes the violent 


Nord of GOD, to be Divine, and thinks 


Thus it appears; that, in the Judgment of 


33 
mſeven of the Written Word of GOD. itſelf 


calls Enthuftaſts, vas times in the lame f 
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| by the Wiſdom of GOD to be us 


who not only profeſs, but alſo praQic 
aur Holy Religion; and male higher ad 


as our Mother- eren intends in her 
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891 * N * 1 R ; 
4 0 7 * * — * « * 4 : * x 
, 1 . * 0 * < = 


Divine, He is an Enthuftaſt, that pretends . co of 
extraordinary Divine »ſpiration, contraryſM1 


to the Truth; and wiltully neglects andi th 
contemns the Means of Grace, appointed 5 


in His Church. But this is not thi 
Caſe of thoſe ſincerely pious. Chriſtians 


vances 1n Faith, Self. denial, 1 R 
pentance, and Charity, than moſt oth 
Perſons / that call themſelves Chriſtian 
Why therefore ſhould they be branded wil 
the odious Name of Emthufraſts, as that wor 
is now us d, or rather abus d ? Becauſe the 
are Divinely Iaſpir d indeed, in ſuch a Send 


8 $ 550145) 
Or is it beotiaſe they really order their Li 
and Converſation according to the Light 
GOD's Holy SPIRIT and Word 
What if ſome miſtaken Perſons have abut 
that Term? If they, for want of a ſou 
Judgment, and of true Illumination, have bet 
ſo grievoully. offended at the dark and in 
pious Courſe of Life, to be obſerved in ma 
Hypocrites who profeſs'd themſelves Mer 
bers of our Church, as ignorantly and unh 
pily to fall away from Her Communia uag 
and then pretend to enjoy the Benefit ſo Y 
ſuch a a Divine Light, as lome (if not mol 


True KNOW EDGE, Sc. 


themſelves: What then > Does it from 
thence follow, that all who uſe that Term, 
or any other, in ſuch a Signification as the 


129 . 
But none are more ready to call others 
WEnthufhaſts, than they who are themſelves 
odeed the verieſt Faxaticks in all the World. 
And ſuch are all wicked hypocritical Pro- 
eſſors of the Chriſtian Religion, who fooliſn- 


be roundleſs Hope of Salvation; even while 
heir bad Life and Converſation is a greater 
candal, and does more Miſchief to our 
reh, than the good Example of thoſe 
ow Perſons, and ſound Members of the 
ody of CHRIST, brings Reproach upon 
he Hypocrites ; accidentally exciting their 
alice, when it ſhould rather be attended 
vich their Imitation, as well as their Ad- 
eration. 5 | 

Now the true Reaſon why ſuch Carnal 
er ſons deſpiſe and abhor ſuch ſavoury 
criptural Expreſſions, is this, That they 


iq age of. Canaan, for all their high Pretences 
fit % Wit, Learning, and Judgment. 
mo . | ; I 


I 5 Dutt 


of them falſly imagin'd was peculiar to 


Spirit of GOD in the Holy Scripture, 
and our Church in the Common Prayers have 
one, muſt be counted and call'd Entha- 


y and madly deceive themſelves with the 


an neither anderſtand nor endure the Lan- 
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ie for Shame let cenſorivus Hypocrita 8. 


1 off to flander and abuſe the humble V 
and faithſul Servants of C HR ST: And N 


for fear, leſt tho' theſe are continually pray tc 
ing to GOD to forgive their Enemies, Peiifff el 
ſſeecutors, and Slanderers, and to turn thei je 


Gen. xv. 
16, 


their Phariſaical Hypocriſy , and aſſig 
| Pride. 


Holy Scripture, without degenerating ini 
Entbuſiaſm, or giving any juſt Cauſe ffi 


Hearts ; yet after theſe have perſiſted i 
their Malice and Enmity againſt GOD an 
His Truth, till the Meaſure of their Tniquit 
is full, the dreadful Juſt Wrath of the A 
mighty ſhould fall upon them; diſcove 


them a due, but dreadful, Reward t 
their incorrigible Impiety and deteſtabl 


And 1 am alfred, That we may afely ul 
ſuch Expreſſions as are to be found in th 


Scandal or Offence to any Chriſtian WH N 
| ſoever. Nay, I will venture yet farther . 
affirm, That ſuch ways of Speaking a- 
much more proper to {ignifte Divine 1 hingcul 
and to edifie them that wow us, than a. 
that we can ever invent. =. 
Now to return from this neceſſary (a 

l hope, uſeful ) Digreſſion, to the foregoin « 
Authorities, we may add Dr. Hammond|hc 
Par aphraſe and Expoſition upon Matth. v. S. BH, 
fed are the Pure in Heart; for they ry: ar 
le, 


GOD. <Bl elled are they whoſe Eye of th 
50 
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tell Soul is not defiled by looking after Fleſhly or 


ble worldly Luſts, nor polluted with other foul 


ted for that Viſion of GOD, which none 


ſeeing GOD here, may perhaps not look 
ſo far off, as. the Beatifical Viſion in ano- 


ther World, but be firſt ſulfilld in the Work 
vin of Grace, in opening our Eyes to behold the 


that excludes both Hypocriſy and Unclean- 
neſs, Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit. Thus, 
aith Origen, did GOD. exhibit Himſelf to 
Ive ſeen of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob ; not 

o the Eyes of their Bodies, «AAz xeIzpg 
bg ig, to the pare Heart, contra Cell. 1. x, 
"I 285, Many excellent 'Diſcourles toward 


Porphyry, Jamblicbus, Plotinus, Marinus, 


Feularly in Hierocles his Preface on the 
Volden Perſes,” 

| And this Sa ah in his Praftical Cates 
%, J. a. Cr. | 

Queſt. 11 are ae the Pure capable of 
the Sight of GOD 

| Anſw. Becauſe 'G 0 D is a Spirit, and 
Weannot be ſeen by Carnal Ey es, till they are 
Wc/canſed and purged, and in a manner Spi- 


Mixtures : For by this Parity, they are fit- 


elſe can attain unto, Zeb. xii. 14. The 


Wonderful Things of G O D's Law: For this 
belongs eee to the Purity of Heart, as 


this Purpoſe we have from the Light of 
Nature among the Pythagorean Philoſophers, 


hen they peak of their xa Fam, parti- 


PE. ritualizd; 
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| Here ſpoken of.“ 


next to that, the Rules of Life ; by keepity 
dlerſtood, Which before was but believ'd. Fo 


_ reſpect to Knowledge, we muſt beware d 


avoid Impiety. But he is in an Error, thal 
thinks he can know the Truth, fo long as he 


An ESSAY upon 


ritualizd ; which though it be not done P* 


thoroughly *rill another Life, yet Parity ut 
here, ſuch as this Life is capable of, is 3 lt. 


moſt proper Preparative to it, and there 
fore is ſaid to be that, without which no Mai P! 
fhall ſee the LORD; which, you know, i He 


affirmed of Holineſs, Heb. xii. 14. Which de 


Word, in that Place, ſignifies the very Purit CO 


"Neither will St. Auguſtine deny his Teſt 
mony to this Truth; but will tell us 
De Agone Chriſt iano, cap 13. © Tis Fai 
that firſt ſubdues the Soul to GOD ; and 


which, our Hope is confirmed, our Charity 
nouriſhed ; and that begins to be clearly un 


as the Knowledge and the Performance offi 
our Duty are both given us of GOD, and 
are the Cauſe of our Happineſs ; wii 


2 


Error; and in regard of Practice, we mul 


leads a wicked Life. And this! is Wicked 
neſs; to love this World, and ſet a greif 
Value upon Natural and Tranſitory Things 
to covet them, and labour to obtain them 
to rejoyce when they abound ; to fea 
the loſs of them, and mourn for then 
when they are loſt ; Such a Life, is ab 


/ 
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pable of diſcerning the Pure, Undefiled, and | 
unchangeable Truth; and cannot adhere tw 
it, ſo as never to be deprived of it. Z 
Therefore, So long as our Mind is not 
purified, we ought to believe that we can- 
not yet underſtand. The Faith is 
deliverd by the Church in a very ſhort, 
comprehenſive Form, recommending both 
— Objects, which cannot yet be ander- 
ſtood by Carnal Perſons; and likewiſe Tem- 
poral Things paſt and ro come, which the 
Erernal Providence of G OD hath accom- 
pliſhed, and will accorppliſh, for the Sal- 
vation of Men. 

But now I come to my Third Argument, Arg. III. 
aken out of x Cor. ii. 14. where the Apoſtle | 
affirms poſitively, That the Natural Mau re- 
eiveth not the Things of the Spirit of GOD; 

Wor they are Fooliſhneſs unto him : neither can 
e know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſ- 
erned, Upon which Place St. Chryſoſtom 
Whus comments, in. his Seventh Sermon 
pon this Epiſtle : * Therefore, becauſe 
hou alſo haſt abuſed thy Wiſdom, in reject- 
Ing G OD Himſelf, and wouldſt extoll it 
above thy own Ability, arrogating more to 
hyſelf than Man can ever hope to obtain ; 

e ſhews the Weakneſs thereof. For that is 

a Natural Man, who aſcribes all to the Rea- 
Wonings of his Natural Underſtanding, and 
magines he d don't ſtand in need of Aſſiſtance 

D 4. } from 


1 | 
from above: And that: is a Nannen For 
GOD ha 


learn and to receive what comes from Aim, im 


and no way ſufficient of and to ufclf.” 


the Things of the Spirit. But what did | 


one examine Things a great way off, only 
phy his own Sence and Opinion, he*ll make 


they rally are not. 


given Men that Miſdom, to Fo 


not to fanſie that it is ſufficient of and toto 
itſelf. As our Fyes are like wiſe beautiful and th. 
uſeful; but if TE attempt to ſee without ¶ Ey 
Light, neither will their Beauty nor their th. 
Native Faculty help them, but rather do ſa) 
them hurt: So the Soul offering to ſee with. art 
out the Spirit, enſnareth itſelf. ThouMth: 
ſeeſt| how the Soul is weak in all reſpedy ; 


And a little after —— * But the Natura 
Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit off 
GOD. For as no body can diſcover the 
Things that are in Heaven with theſe Eyes 
ſo neither can the Soul, left to itſelf, diſcern 


fay, The Things that are in Heaven > 1 might 
have faid, Not every Tine that is evel 

upon Earth. For when we behold a Squar: 
Tower at a Diſtance, we take it to be 
Round: And to be ſure, ſuch a Conceit | 
a mere Deception of Sight. And ſo if any 


himeeif ridiculous enough: For he will be 
ſo far off from ſeeing them as they rgally 
are, that he will fanſie them to be hat 


Where 


| 8 
Wherefore the Apoſtle added, They are 


Fooliſpneſs unto him. Vet this muſt not be 
imputed to the Nature of the Thing; but 


the Excellency of thoſe Objects with the 
Eyes of his Mind. And Wa he ſets down 


ſayiog; Becauſe he don't know that they 
are ſpiritually diſcern d: That is, The Things 


cellency very tar en, our low Under- 
anding. ” 

And here we may very well add that 
Paying of Our LORD, in Fob. xiv. 15, 


ments. And I will pray the Pather, and He 
(hall give you another Comforter, that he may 
ide with you for ever; Even the SPIRIT 

pf Truth, whom the N orld cannot receive, 


Him. To which Text, as well as the 
ormer, St. Auſtin hath reſpect, in the fol- 
Wowing Paſſage, contra Fauſt. lib. 3 2. cap. 18. 


And whereas it was ſaid, The World can- 


hem, who, in the Scriptures, are commonl 


Man recezveth not 21 Things of the Spirit of 
60 D. 


to his Weakneſs, who is unable to perceive 


Ithat are ſpoken, require Faith, and cannot 


pe comprehended in Words; for their Ex= 


16, 17. J ye love me, keep my Command 


ot receive Him; that was certainly ſaid of 


41 


= Reaſon of this, by way of Oppoſition, : 


becauſe it ſeeth Him not, neither knoweth 


rall'd, The World, Lovers of the World, or, 
Ungodly and Carnal Men. Of which kind | 
of Perſons the Apoſtle ſays, The Natural 


7 


him, who hath no Spiritual Judgment tl 
exerciſe about them. As we may far then 
diſcover, by conſidering that ſuch a on 
hath no Experience in the Practice of Chrili 


with their Outward Senſes. 


Graces which are recommended to the 
| Practice of every Chriſtian. 


to be diſcern d but by repeated Als, im 


Good and Evil, in any meaſure, who have 


underſtand their Ds who ne er endes 


— 
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GOT P. For they are ſaid to be of thi 

World, ſo long as they are able to ander p 
ſtand nothing beyond thoſe Corporeal Objects 
which they have perceiv d in this World 


Thus it appears, that the Underſtandin H 


of an Unconverted Sinner is altogether unca. P 


pable of apprehending Spiritual Things ; be- 
cauſe they ſeem fooliſh and unreaſonable to 


ſtian Religion; and ſo can have no right 2 
Underſtanding of any Practical Truth confi 
taind in the Goſpel, and of thoſe Divin 


For every Divine Virtue is a Habit, no 4 


proving and confirming that Grace ol 
G OD, which He is pleated to beſtow upoiſ 
His faithful Servants ; ; that they may uf 
time, by reaſon of Uſe, have their Senſes ex 


erciſed to diſcern both Good and Evil, Hebl 
v. 14. But how ſhall they diſcern betweal 
no Spiritual Senſe at all 2 How ſhall they] 
vour'd to perform it ? 


"F know| 
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I know it might be reply'd here, That a 0j. 
Pagan or Mahometan may well be ſuppoſed 
ignorant of Divine Truth; but we can hardly 
judge, that a Profeſſor of Chriſtianity, who 
is ſupposd to be acquainted with the 
Holy Scripture,- ſhould be ignorant of his 
But certainly, a Man that knoweth in Avſw, 
general what is commanded, and what is 


to orbidden, may yet be at a great loſs in 
ne he particular Application of the Command 
* or Prohibition to his own Caſe ; and may 
I. 


Fcommit very groſs Blunders in Explaining 
the Scripture, ſo as may beſt agree with 
his own finful Inclinations, and confiſt with 
his ill Courſe of. Life. : Oh 
And if he can do this no other way, he 
will auderſtand plain poſitive Commands or 
WP rohibitions after a figurative manner; and 
ook upon them as ſo many hyperbolical Ex- 
Preſſions, us d rather to excite our Afectious, 
Fhan to guide our Practice. As for Inſtance: 
'ho' we are commanded to feek firſt the 
ex ingdom of GOD, and His Righteouſneſs, 
le hat a/ the Things of this Life may be added 
peer us, Matth. vi. 33. he will flatter himſelf 
1aVawith a Conceir, that even while his Heart is 
heyſſhet upon this World, and he makes it his 
dea hief Care and Buſineſs to gratifie his co- 
vetous Deſire of Earthly Riches and Poſſeſ- 
ions, and diſquiets and perplexes _— 
bs , 


. 
* 
— 
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with reſtleſs Endeavours to obtain them 
neglecting his Duty to GOD, for their v 


| ſake; yet he obeys this Injun@ion of Oui tl 


SAVIOUR, becauſe he thinks he is very d 
willing to go to Heaven at laſt, and imagine is 


he deſireth his own Salvation above all v 


things beſides. a 
And when he hears / that he ſhould lofi 7 

his Enemies, and return Good for 'Evil o 
Matth. v. 44, &c. then he will either ima m 
gine, that this is to be ang ſo, as ti N 
require only his forbearing to revenge tho 
Wrong he hath receiv'd. And being a Stra ©: 
ger to true Charity, and the Love of GODIC 
he cannot conceive that GOD ſhould r tl 
quire ſuch an unnatural and unreaſonablW> 


05H 


thing, as for him to bear real Good - will t 
his Enemies, and do Good to them that di 


him Hurt. | tt 
And when he hears of the true Spiritul I 
Meaning and large Extent of the DivindWIt 
Precepts, he will be apt to flatter himſelWt! 
with a falſe Conceit, that they do not pat 
ticularly reach his Caſe, and that there 2 
ſome Circumſtances that diſcharge him fron 
the Obligation of Obſerving thoſe Rules. he 
But if it be fo, that an zmpenitent Sinneſſce 
don't rightly underſtand ſome more difficuſi B 
Points of Selt-denial, and higher Inſtance? 
of Duty, perhaps he may underſtand ot hel 9 
˖ 


. thatare more chli and plain. 
„ 


True Kd ü les) &c. 


m 1 Anſwer, No; He knows nothing as he Anſw. 
cif ls to know; that is, He ' kzows none of 
jr theſe practical Truths practically, becauſe he 
ry don't know them experimentally. For who 
nee is ſaid to anderſtand even any Human Art, 
all which he hath not learnt by Practice as well 


as Precept? Every body knows, he is no 


of Sounds, either with his Voice or Inſtru- 
ment, as well as deſcribe it in Diſcourſe. 
Neither do we count him a Painter, that can 
only talk of Perſpective, and the Mixture 
of Colours, but is unable to repreſent the 
Outward Forms of Things, agreeably to 
their different Proportions, Lineaments and 
Shapes. 
y ny altho' an anconverted perſon will be 
apt to ſay, He knows the true Meaning of 
the Sixth Commandment, for he commits no 


therefore is a Murderer in his Heart, as 
St. Jobn affirms in his 1 Epiſt. iii. 15. And 
1 could eaſily make it appear, (if there 
were Occaſion for it) that a wicked Perſon 
hath no right anderſtanding of any one Pre- 
cept contain'd in the Goſpel of CHRIST: 
But | ſhall content ace and ſatisfie my 
Keader likewiſe, 1 hope, by lay ing down 
rhis one weighty Conſideration more upon 


4 Stran- 


Muſician, who cannot expreſs the Harmony 


Murder: deny it; Becauſe he does not 
live in the Exereiſe of true Charity, and 
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this Head ; T hat an Vuregenerate Perſon is 
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to the Underſtanding of the Divine Scriptures 
or any Part thereof, without building that 


* ES SAY. bb 


a Stranger to the Principle, from which al 5 
our Obedience to every Command of GODHof 


ought to proceed. And that is __ Love of tic 
GOD, without which we canno . 


obey any 
Commandment whatſoever. And altho Hon 
wicked Man may have heard and read, that Ex 
the Love of GOD ought to accompam 
all his Actions; yet ſo long as he has none 
of that Divine Principle in his Heart, he 
he cannot poſſibly anderſtand how any parti 
of his Duty ought to be perform'd. And 
therefore he don't know the true Meaning 
of any one Precept, tho it may ſeem neva 
ſo plain: According to 1 Job. iv. 8. Hil 
that loveth not, knoweth not G O D; for GO D 7 
is Love. And chap. iii. ver. 6. Mhoſoe va 
finneth, hath not ſeen GO D, neither knowl 
Him. Where, by Sinning, we muſt under 
ſtand, the living in Wilful Sin; which i 
utterly inconſiſtent with the true : Knowleds 10 
of GOD, and of his Will. Again, 3 700 3 
ver. 11, He that doth Evil, hath not feel 
G O D. 
Therefore, faith It. Auſtin, de Doctr. Cbrifli 
J. 1. c. 26. Whoever imagines he has attain d 


Two- fold Charity, towards GOD and to 
wards his Neighbour, upon that Underſtand 
ing, he hath not yet rag 


But 
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But cannot ſuch a one appre hend the Theory Oueſt. 
"7 Religion, and underſtand the ſeveral Ar- | 
ticles of our Faith?  _ 

No; he has no ale n of any Anſw. 
one Article: For his Ignorance of the great 
End for which it was reveal'd ; his not know: 
ing the Nature of that Glorious Image of _—_ ty 
GOD, which our Holy Religion: is deſign d 1 Tim. . 
happily to renew iu our Souls; makes him 5. 
put a very falſe and abſurd Conſtruction 
upon every thing reveal d in the Holy Scrip- 
ture, concerning either GO D or Man. 
I ſhall here likewiſe ſet down Two of 
bree Inſtances: 
When an impenitent Singer reads, hears, 
Wor repeats the beginning of the Apoſtles 
reed, I believe in GOD the Father Al- 
wighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth; he im- 
ediately frames to himſelf a very falſe 
leaning of thoſe Words; imagining that 
they ſignifie a mere Hiſtorical Belict of the 

Being and Attributes of the Father. As if 
the Apoſtolical Authors and Compilers of 
the Creed had not deſign'd to compole a 
Worm of ſound Words ; whereby Chriſtians. 2 Tim. 
Should teſtifie, not only their hearty Aſſent SIP 
to the Truth of thoſe ſeveral Articles of our 
Faith; but likewiſe ſuch a Diſpoſition of 
Mind, as might ſhew that their Faith was 
genuine and ſincere, having a juſt Influ- 
ence upon their Fraclice, and exciting them 
Bull. 2 to 


C 


ſ 


a8 _AnESS AY b 
Vin wp Aae their whole Life and Sed 
agreeably to the Faith they profeſs: Inſo 
much that he has no right Uuderſtanding of 
thoſe Words, who doth not take them to 
ſigniſie his Fearing, Loving and Adoring 
the Almighty Creator, and Depending upon 
Fim, with all his Heart. 
Again: When ſuch a one proceeds to def 

. clare his Fuith, in the Perſon and Merits o 
_ CHRIST; he is apt to fall into ſuch 
groſs Error, asito- imagine, that if he ha 
but Confidence enough to depend upon Oui 
SAVIOUR for his Salvation, he ſhall 
be Saved by Him, without: leading a Courk 
of Life ſuitable to the'Goſpeliot CHRIST 

as if he was to be ſaved not yon * ts ( 1 
with his Sins. 
And when. he ays, He balivves d in thi 
HOLY GHOST; he is apt ml 
imagine he may tum Divine Truth 
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without being enligbtned by Divine Grace Wc 
or perhaps, that he may be ev/ightnelgf 4 
without being enliven'd, by the Spirifell 


See ch. 3. of CHRIS T; tho St. Fohn declare 
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3 That the Life was the Light of Men. Aue 

Joh. i; 4. When an impenitent Sinner hears of the! 

1s explain'd Privileges belonging to the holy CatholidWh 

. a ü Church, and the Communion of Saints ; em 
Ii 


moſt abſurdly thinksethey belong to hin 
tho' he be no ſound Member of the Church 
no ſincere Chriſtian, and thereſore no Sai 
Fol 
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True KNOWLEDGE, &c, 
For we are not to confine that Term of 


Saints, only to ſignifie Perſons of the moſt 
eminent Sanctity; but we muſt take it to 


cation or Degree ſoever they may be in the 
hurch : As is well known to all that are 
onverſant in. the Scriptures of the New 


11 cftament. 
oF But ſuppoſe he doth not hope for Salva- 
ion without Repentance ; yet he finds it 


o hard matter to deceive himelf by think- 
g that he believeth as a Chriſtian ought 
o believe, and that therefore he is in 
ith true Faith; when really he is no true 


cart. 
And if you pleaſe to have the Opinion 
f the pious Author of the Whole Duty of 


th rom The Cauſes of the Decay of Chriſtian 
ce iet), Chap. III. where he argues thus: 
nei A Man's remembrance gf his Creed, may 
pirigel! him there is a GOD, and that He is 


are mighty But if his Reaſon be ſo much 
AnWlleep, as not to infer from thence the ne- 
tiWFellity of Reverencing and Obeying Him, 


ho is All- powerful to revenge our Con- 
empts; he may repeat the Article every 
Day, and yet nevertheleſs Atheiſticaly. In 
IKe manner he may go on to the Birth, 
ain Peath, — Reſurrection of CHRIST: 

. But 


denote all faithful Chriſtians, of what Vo- 


Kriſtian, nor hath any true Faith in his 


Man upon this Subject, you may take it 


49 


9 


50 An ESSAY upon 
But if he weigh not the Obligations to Gra- 
titude and Duty which devolve on him 
from thence,” he may remember His Birth 
and yet never be KRegenerate ; His Death 
and yet not die to Sin; and His Reſurrefion, 
and yet lie rotting in his own Corruptionf 
and not riſe with Him to Newszeſs of Lifel 
So he may proceed to Hu coming to Juda 
the Quick and the Dead But if he refledfi 
not on his own particular Concernment if 
it; if he conſider not, that for every tl 
ſecreteſt thing, Eccleſ. xi: GOD will brinff 
him, as. well as others, to Judgment: Hf 
may talk of Dooms- day, as Men do of ſucif 
Aſſizes as they have no Trial at; but it wil 
never {et him a Trembling, Gc. 
From whence I think it appears, that thi 
Aut bor thought no Man to have a right 4j 
' prehenſion of the ſeveral Articles of our Faiiſ 
Who doth not reduce his Auowledge there 
, ᷣ ᷣ . dt Eno, 
Add to what has been ſaid under thi 
Head of Argument, that of St. Auſtin, in hi 
zd Book of Chriſtian Doctrine, chap. Put 

* Becaufe ( ſays he) Men are much inclu 

to judge of Sins, rather by the Circunff 
ere ſtances of their own Practice, than by tif 
Luſt /gzi- Nature of Luſt itſelf * ; every one general 


mn 7 ſuppoſes only thoſe things to be blameablii 
797 0 | | 

our Nature, trgetber with all the ſinful Defires and Inclinations, which l 
eur! Principle centinuallj produces in our Hearts. 1 


E 


whud 
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which they of his Country. and of his Time 
uſe to blame and condemn ; and he thinks 
Wonly thoſe: things to be worthy of Approba- 
ion and Praiſe, which are agreeable to the 
| uſtoms of them he lives and converſes 
0 BBvith. And therefore if the Scripture has 
either commanded, any thing contrary to 
Whe Cuſtom of the Hearers, or blam'd any 
hing which is not contrary to it; and if 
hey are already convinc'd of the Authority 
f the Word; they take ſuch a Paſſage to 
e figurative: Whereas the Scripture com- 
aads nothing but Charity, blames no- 
ing but Luſt; and ſo directs the Manners 
wif Mn. „ „ 
Likewiſe, If one's Mind be prejudic'd with 
me Erroneous Opinion; whatever the 
ripture hath aſſerted to the contrary, ſhall 
ail: eſteem'd a Figure: Whereas it aſſerts only 
rec Catholick Faith, by Things paſt, and fu- 
re, and preſent. Things paſt, are related; 
tußg ture, foretold; and preſent, demonſtra- 
in hd: But all theſe Things are of Ule to 
- 108@uriſh and ſtrengthen the ſame Charity, 
lia to overcome and extinguiſh Luſt.” 
cu Fourthly : Unconverted Perſons are averſe Arg.1V. 
yam Divine Truths; and not only deſpiſe 
ae 7 heory, but likewiſe hate the Practice of 
cabiWhriſtian Religion. The Myſteries of the 
bibel, and the Croſs of CHRIST, are 
ißbneſs unto him, who looks upon them 
Whg „ FFC 
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 Rehoboam did with his young Hot-ſpurs] 
with their Anger and Malice, their Ra 


them, a piece of Spaniel-like Fawning ; by 


ready, They will be no ſuch Fools iq 


judgd invalid, CHRIST indeed 
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as ane with Reaſon and good 800 


Of which you may ſee the 5rh Chapter offi 
The "Cauſes of the Necay of Chriſtian Piet) D 
where the Author ſpeaks after this manner RH 
'* When CHRIST's Command of Mee e 
meſs and Forgiveneſs, of loving Enemies, ani tl 
turning the Cheek, bearing the Croſs, or Ses 
denial, calls for audience ; they conſult ( 


cour and Revenge, and they ſoon give the 
Verdict; That to be Meek, is to be Servik Fe 
a Temper fit only for the Abject; That tn" 
forgive Enemies, is a Principle of Cowari ut 


that would emaſculate the World; To In 


to turn the Cheek, not only to hazard, by 
invite new Injuries, by owning them as N 
nefits ; paying Bleſſing for Curies, Kindn 4 
and Good turns for Hatred, is fuch a ri 
eulous Patience, as muſt expoſe to the Ink 


lence of many, and the Scorn and Deriſi 
of all Men. And then the Reſolution 


CHRIST's fake. 

So when the Precept of Humility 1 
Lowlineſs comes to be conſidered , th 
Pride is deputed to hear its Plea ; and th 
tho' it bring the Authority of CHRIST 
Example, as well 2s his Command, it willl 


uy 


Py 
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pon Him the Form of à Servant, and to that 
| Humility was a proportionable Adjunt : 
But what is that to them, whole aſpiring 


culated for their Meridian; they are of ano- 
ther manner of Spirit, and would not have 
it embaſed by the admiſſion of ſo mean a 
Quality: And tho CHRIS T hath, put 
poverty of ſpirit among his Beatitudes they 
reſolve he. ſhall not enſnare them with that 
Artifice ; they will not take his Meaſures of 


in valuing themſelves, for any thing he pro- 


iin eng ee niet 
If will be worth the Reader's while, to 
conſider what that Author ſays farther upon 
this Subject: Wherefore I forbear tranſcri- 
bing any more from him at preſent, and, in 
Wproſecution of my Argument, demand 
hence it is that ſome Perſons have endea- 
oured to bring down the ſublime Myſteries 
of the Chriſtian Religion to the mean Standard 


with common Sence. Or, that ſome Men 
even ridicule and underyalue. ſincere Pzety 
in others, and are aſhamed but to ſpeak of 


ll Þ | | 
N ic themſelves. Ob, what an impertinent and 
In unmaanerly thing is it counted now a- days, 
5 Mio entertain your Company with Diſcourſe 


upon ſome Article of the Chriſtian Faith, 
jor any other religious Subject ! Certainly, 


Humour, abhors Subject ion 2 Tis not cal, 


Felicity, or reſign that Pleaſure they have 


of Human Reaſon, and to level, Divine Faith 


E ? that 
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that is a 4 of great Scorn and — 
They do not think GOD and Religion 
worth mentioning: It is below them to 


take notice of ſuch Trifles ; and they can 


divert themſelves much better, than with 
talking about fuck ridiculous Stuff; unleß 
it be by way of Banter, to make chemſelve 
and their Company laugh. 


And as this is monſlrous profane and 
- impious, and raiſes juſt ' Pity and Indigna. 


tion in all pious Souls, when they hear fuck 
Contempt poirth out of the Sink of 4theiſn 


upon our Holy Religion: So it is a ver) 


certain convincing Argurnvit of the degent 


' rate State and ariverſal Corruption of thei 

Human Nature; of which St. Auſtin hathif 

this Paragraph, De Natura & Gratia, Ch. lll 

4 For the Nature of Man was at firſt created 
unblameable and free from all Vice: Buß; 
that Human Nature wherewith every Mail 
is born of Adam, now wants a Phyſician 


becauſe it is unſound. Indeed, All the goot 


Qualities that are in his Formation, Life] 


Senſes, Mind, he receives from the Divin 
Artift that made him: But the Vice which 


darkens and weakens thoſe Natural good 
Qualities, and makes it neceſſary for him 
to be enlightn'd and heal'd, was not taken 


from the blameleſs Artificer; but from Ori. 


ginal Sin, which was committed by Mans 
own Free Will” 


Alſofi 
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tion, it foreſtalls the Judgment itſelf. And 
where this takes place, it ſnuts out the Truth, 
and makes the Knowledge thereof very diff 
cult and obſcure. 

v. The Difference between Prejudice a 
Error is this: Prejudice, properly, is the 
Fountain and Root; or a certain principal 
Error, from whence numberleſs other Er. 
rors flow like ſo many Streams. And yet 
we may ſometimes uſe that Term, to fig: 
nifie any Error in general, which foreſtalkſf 
or hinders and corrupts the * of the 
Mind. 
VII. The Sickneſs of the Mind is the 90 
neral Spring of all Prejudices, which hawfi 
| ſeveral particular Springs beſides. But wel 
may well enough reduce the moſt gene] 
ral Heads of theſe to the Underſtandin 
and the Will, as to Two Ranks; that i 
to Ignorance, and Evil Affedions.” And all 
thoſe Afﬀeitions meet together in Corrupt 
Love, join'd wirh Irregular Averſation. 
Corrupt Love, with reſpect to Perſons, | 
diſcover d chiefly by too great Traſt in them 
or Suſpicion of them; and in reſpect dl 
Things, it is diſcern' J principally by the 
Defire of Honour, Riches, and Pleaſures 
From whence proceed innumerable Errors 
as well as /gnorance, in the Underſtanding. 

IX. Without doubt, our 4fetions ver) 
often incline us to believe any thing mor: 
of 


a 


dor leſs readily, as they prevail upon us. For 
that ſeems probable to us, many times, which 


we would have to be true and good, for our 
own Intereſt, or for the ſake of them we 
love. On the contrary, that often ſeems 
improbable, which our perverſe Affection 
diſhkes. . | : FFF $0: 
So we hope, or wiſh at leaſt, that what 
we think, tho' it be fajſe or evil, is agreeable 
o the Judgment of other Men. And where 
Worcat Fear or Hope prevails, we are eaſily 
Wnduc'd to approve of ſuch things as ſeem 
agreeable to our Fear or Heye; tho they 
come recommended to us by the meaneſt 
authors, and the weakeſt Arguments, with- 
ut any Proof at all. And with ſuch Delu- 
Won of the Affections, Doubts and Scruples 
re either rais'd or ſuppreſs'd; as the Opinion 
Wor Object which they are exercisd about, 
either pleaſant or unpleaſant to us. 
What has been already ſaid, makes it 
lain, that the Darkneſs of our Under ſtand- 
„ Mg is always join'd not only with a very 
em 
ond aſſent to Errors; but alſo with the 
greateſt Corruption of the Will, and Perverſe- 
els of the Ahections. And it appears yet 
fror more plainly, that theſe Diſorders of the 


Darkneſs of the Underſtanding. 


rong Propenſion both to deſpiſe the Truth, 


ill and Afections wonderfully encreaſe the 


XXVIII. 
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And moſt of the Philoſophers hardly ono 


Diſtance; or if they diſcern it in part, yet 


thing diſagreeable, nay, contrary, to thei 


fore tis no wonder, that they under/tanlf 


in, and regard to, ourſelves ; ; preferring ou 


jets, Government, Studies, and every thing 
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XXVII. Wherefore, without doubt 
Truth and Wiſdom are removed to the 
greateſt Diſtance from our corrupt Mind 


conſider of bringing them together again 
becauſe either they are too blind to ſee tha 


for want of Sincerity, they conceal it, as 


Pride, and to the Reputation for Wiſdonſ 
that 1 Is falſly aſcribed to them. And there 


things ſo, as to underſtand nothing really 
and ſavingly, but to lie intangled in thelif 
Five Fundamental Errors, which partly cauk 
that Diſtance, and partly encreaſe it when 
it is caus d; or elſe they leave it open as the 
find it. And they are theſe : 1. Forſaking ii 
the Supreme Being, and hindring Him fron 
Curing the Soul of its Diſtempers ; to which 
we may add, an unthankful Heart rebelling if 
gainſt Him. 2. Self-love ; too great confidend 


own corrupt Choice and evil Inclination, be 
fore the moſt Holy Will of our Creator: 
3. Diſorder and Confuſion of Faculties, Ot 


elle; ſo that all things are confounded bj 
the violent Hurry of the moſt Trregulat 
Deſires and Inclinations. Eternal Objedh 
are ſet afide for Temporal ; Spiritual fot 

ff. nn 
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Superficial ; neceſſary, for Acceſſory and 
{WSuperfluous. 4. A Mind either not at all 
enclin'd to, or elſe ſtraying from, a right 
End and Deſign. 5. An Unthankful' Heart; 


pf its own Wiekedneſs. 


"Wcrv'd, That as GOD cannot deny his 
Don Juſtice ; fo he cannot reſtore their 


at hankful, Proud, and Perverſe ; unleſs 
Whey will turn intirely with all their Facul- 
ies to Him, who is their Creator and their 
nd; receive all from Him, make à right 
Jle of what they receive, and attribute all 
Wo their Creator. 

bus far Largius, agreeing ey with 
hat St. Auſtin ſays in another Place, beſides 
Wat quoted juſt before. 

De Doftr. Chr. J. x. c. 10. Since we are 
enjoy the Unchangeable Living Truth, 
herein the Three-One GO D, the Maker 


hings he hath made; our Mind mult be 
uriſted, that it may be able to behold that 


ravelling or Sailing to our Native C-un- 
y : For we do not go to Him that is 


| - ai 


Corporeal ; Solid and True, for Falſe and 


Obſtinate, Impenitent, and very Tenacious 


XXIX. And here it is to be well obs | 


Integrity tO Minds: that are averſe from Him, 


nd Builder of the World, tles care ot the 


ght, and perfectly adhere to it. Wich 
ur iſication we may look upon as a kind of 


reſent every- where, by moving from Place 
to 


Stoic s about Divine Providence, he argut 


People no Mine at all, which ſeldom do 


| Holy Religion they profeſs, may paſs 1 


Gentile Philoſophers were very ſenſible of th 


that as Men do right with their Reaſon, | 
is done by few, and ſeldom ; the lattaff 


been better for the Immortal Gods to hai 
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to Place; but by the Study and the practia 
of that Which is Good, But if any one b 
not ſatisſied with the Opinion of learnel 
Chriſtian Philoſophers in this Caſe, thinking 
that they, perhaps, out of Reverence to th 


ſevere a Cenſure upon Human Reaſon ; h 
may be inform'd, that even ſome, of th 


great Corruption of Reaſon, and the Malignih 
of Man's Will; as appears from the Diſcouiſf 
of Cotta in Tul, De Natura Deorum, lib, 
where, diſputing againſt the Doctrine of 0 


from the exceeding great Corruption of Real 
ſon ; and among other fad Reflexions upolifi 
that unpleaſant Themg, he uſes the tolloy 
ing vehement Expreſli ns, 0 

Every Family is ſenſible. of this; ; and 91 
is the Market, the Court, the Field: Sl 
cieties and Provinces know by Experienc 


they do wrong with it likewiſe : The form 
often, and by many. Inſomuch that it hi 


given us no Reaſon at all, than to have give 
it us ſo to our Ruin. As it isbetter to give Sid 


good, and very often does harm; than! 
run the apparent hazard of Killing themy 
| ( 


) 


OE 
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the uncertain hope of reſtoring them to 
WHcalth : So, for ought I know, it would 
Hl have been better for Mankind, if that 
Quickneſs of Thought, Sharpneſs and la- 
genuity, which we call Reaſon, had never 
been given at all, ſince it is ſo deſtructive 
to many, and beneficial but to very few; 
than for it to be given in ſuch a large Mea - 
ure and Proportion as it is. 
Wherefore, If the Mind and Will of GOD 
u bath provided for the Welfare of Men up- 


Wwith Reaſon; it hath taken care only of 
them whom it hath endued with good Reaſon : 
And if there be any ſuch at all, we ſee they 
are but few. But I don't think it proper to 
affirm, that the Immortal Gods have taken 
Wcare only of a few : And therefore it fol- 
Wlows, that they have taken care of none.“ 
See here, in this remarkable Inſtance, 
how unable the learned Heathens were, to 


vidence ! But no wonder: For they not 
enjoying the Light of Revelation, were not 
able to penetrate into Divine Myſteries, or 
to underſtand the true Nature of G OD, 
gnotwithſtanding all their great Natural and 
acquired Parts. ; : 
Neither are we deſtitute of a Paſſage in 
Ariſtatle's own Works, wherein he — h 
| | THE 


on this account, that it hath endued them 


Wreconcile the pernicious Effects of that Cor- 
rupt Principle with the Belief of Divine Pro- 
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the l and Inſufficiency of Rune 
Underſtanding. For thus he ſpeaks in the An 
Second Book of his Metaphyſicks, chap. 1 Noi 
& As the Eyes of Bats are to the Light of 
the Day.; — is the Under/tanding of our Soul 
to thoſe things that in themlelves are the 
moſt evident of all.” 

Now if our Underſtanding be o dim. 
ſighted i in the moſt plain and conſpieuouſ / 
Natural Objects; ſure it muſt be quite 
blind in Spiritual Things, which cannot bid! 
diſcern'd without Spiritual Sight Wc 
And that the more Polite and Judiciowc: 
among the Gentile Philoſophers contels'd thigh 
Truth, may be juſtly inferr'd from the 
Prayer of Simplicius, who, as Dr. Cave ſays 
in his Primitive Chriſtianity, part 1. chap. ; o. 
p. 40. was Enemy enough to Chriſt:anity pf 
and yet he concludeth his Comment uponWi: 
Epictetus, with this Addreſs to Heaven: 
A beſeech Thee, O LORD, who artiir 
the Father and Guide of our Rational Pon. ne 
ers, grant that we may be mindful of that 
Noble and Generous Nature, wherewithf 
Thou haſt vouchſafed to endue us. And 
aſſiſt us, that, as Perſons endued with Seel. u. 
moving Principles, we may cleanſe outf 
ſelves trom all Bodily and Brutiſh AﬀeRions, 
and decently uſe them as Inſtruments. Helper 
us, through the Light of the Truth, accu: 
rately to correct our Reaſon, and unite it Fr 9 

tholc 


* 
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choſe Things that have a Real Exiſtence, 
hel And, in the third Place, I beſeech my 54. 


t which is before the Eyes of our Mind, 
that ( according to that of Homer) we may 
ightly underſtand what belongs either to 
OD or Man.” 

8 Who cannot diſcover by this Form of 
Prayer, that the Author of it, tho a Hea- 
en, believed, Firſt, That in order to our 


ed from Bodily and Brutiſh Afﬀedions : 
decondly, That we have need of a Divine 


bug, to guide us into the Way of Truth: 
the ſirdly, That our Reaſon muſt be cor- 
y ected; wherefore, doubtleſs, it is Corrupt - 
3 ourthly, That by Nature there is a Mift 
f Darknefs before the Eyes of our Mind, 
What is, before our Underſtanding, which 


ind, before we ſhall be capable of attain- 
rg to the right Knowledge of Divine and 
uman Things? 


jour, that He would perfectly diſpel the 


But I ſhall leave Heat ben a to the 
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obtaining True Knowledge, we muſt be puri- 


uſt be diſpelPd by the Saviour of Man- 


And Curious, and appeal to the Authority of 
elf. ur own Church, in the Second Part of her 
our omily upon the Information of certain Places 
ons Scripture, ſpeaking thus: Theſe Sen- 


ences, good People, unto a Natural Man, 
rem meer Abſardities, contrary to all Rea- 
on. For a Natural Man (as St. Paul faith ) 

© wer 


1 Car. ; 
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3 not the Things that belong 
GOD, neither can he, fo ſong as Old Ada 
dwellerh 1 in him.” 


your Carnal Senſes, taken by the Outwalt 


tainly pervert and abuſe them to his ov 


/ 
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And again, © If ye will be profitabl 
Hearers and Readers of the Holy Scripture 
ye mult firſt deny yourſelves, and keep und 


Words, and ſearch the Inward Meaning | 
Reaſon muſt give Place to GOD's Holi 
Spirit; you muſt ſubmit your Worldly Willth;: 
dom and Judgment unto His Divine Wi . 
and Judgment. e 
hes; This might ſuffice to adm un 
with us, and cauſe us henceforth to reh 
rence GO Dꝰ's Holy Scriprares ; but al Mi 
have. not Faith. Which is as much as Ma 


ſay, in other Words, That without Fail 
no one can either rightly underſtand, or wolf 
thily eſteem, the Written Word of GO 
and the Myſleries of Religion contaii 
therein. As it follows : © This therefa 
ſhall not ſat isſie and content all Mens Mind 
But as ſome are Carnal, fo they will-l 
continue, and abuſe the Scriptures carnal 
to their greater Damnation. From when 
we may affirm it to be the Judgment of o 
Church, That a Carnal or Unregenerate Pd 
ſon cannot form any true Idea of the Divil 
Truths reveaid in Scripture ; but will c- 


Deſtruction. 


True KNOWLEDGE, &c. 
And again, ſoon after we meet with this 


Expreſſion. : * The more obſcure agd dark 


he Sayings be to our Underſtanding, the 


orther let us think ourſelves to be from 


OD, and His Holy SPIRIT who Is 


The Author of them. © 


And that no Man can ever obtain a right 


Underſtanding of the Divine Qracles, with- 


put being endued with ſuch a truly Chri- 


ian Frame and Diſpotition. of Heart, as 


Ws co be found only in Converted perlons, 


e may learn from the Concluſion of the 


Wme Homily : © Let us not therefore be 
WD fended, but ſearch out the Reaton of ſuch 
Words before we be offended ; that we 


ay the more reverently judge of ſuch Say- 
pgs, tho' ſtrange to our Carnal Underſtand= 
ns, yet to them that be Spiritually Minded, 


dged tobe zealouſly and godly pronounced. 


OD therefore, tor His Mercy's fake, 
ouchſafe to purifre our Minds through 
aith in His Gon JESUS CHRIST, 


race into our hard ſtony Hearts, to ſup- 


le the ſame, that we be not Contemners 
d Deriders of His Infallible Word: Bur 


at with all Humbleneſs of Mind, and 
hriſtian Reverence, we may endeavour 
urſelves to hear, and to read His Sacred 
criptures, and inwardly ſo to digeſt them, 
s ſhall be to the Comfort of our * 

| F an 
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5 nd to inſtil the heavenly Drops of His > 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Q. 1. 


Anſw, 


| beſides the Texts quoted in that Homily, wi 
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and Band erden of Hs Holy Name: 
To Whom, Sc. 

And as our moſt excellent Church foul 
Her Doctrine upon the Holy Scriptures in 
all other reſpects, ſo She does in this. q 


may conſider this moſt plain convincing 
Proof, taken out of 1 Foh. ii. 4. He thy 
faith, I know Him CHRIS, ] and kei 
eth not His Commandments, is a Liar, al 
the Truth is not in him. And iv. 6. We af 
75 GOD: he that knoweth GOD, hear 
s; he that is not of GOD, heareth not 
ch know we the Spirit of Truth, and 
Spirit of Error. From which Text 't is mal 
evident, That whoever doth not ſo kl 
the Word of GOD, as to obey it, and pi 
it in practiſe, neither is of GOD, ng 
knows Him; but is leduced by the Spirit | 
Error. 
Now having clowly ſtated this Argume 

I ſhould proceed to the next. But ro gl 
the Reader yet greater Satisfaction aha 
this important Subject, I ſhall firſt end 
vour to Anſwer a few Qzeſtions, that mil 
ſeem to carry the Weight of ſo many 
jedions to what has been ſaid. 
Have Unregenrate Perſons therefore br 
Underſtanding at all of Divine Things 2 We! 
The Holy Scripture may be underſte be 
hens ways; —_ or hiſtorically, and 


ritui 
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ritually or really: And a Cargal Perſon may 
{tain to the former, but not to the latter. 


n The Linh Oracles, I S. u. 23. affirms, 
x i That the & TOLY as it was dictated at 
rſt by the LY SPIRIT, fo = 


Pperation. Ihe Things f GOD (the 
Wpoſtle tells us,) are ſpiritual diſcerned, 
= Cor. il. 14. And th the Natural Man 
Pay way well arr pd the radi 
Wnd Grammatical Sence of the Word; 
ts Power and Energy, that * 
erſwaſiye Force, whereby. it works on 
Warts, is peculiar to the Spirit; and there- 
Pre without His Aids, the Scripture, whilſt 
lies open before our Eyes, may ſtill be 
3 a Book that is ſeal d, Ila. xxix. 1 1. be as 
e as if the bre were ile. 
ble? | 
| And that this is a true Obſervation, we 
ay juſtly infer from that Paſſage in 2 Tim. 
25, 26. where St. Paul ſhews the Duty 
| the Miniſters of CHRIST, who ought 
Meekneſs to inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe tem- 
ves; if GOD peradventure will give them 
epentance to the acknowledging. of the Truth. 
Ir it is abſolutely. neceſſary to repent of 
zeir Sins, in order to obtain L Ex. 
de Acknowledowent, that is, the true and 
ud Knowledge of the true Religion. er 
F 2 then 


ſto 
nd 


r tu 
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As the Au thor of The Whole Duty of Man, 


dwe its. Effeas and Influence to its Co- 
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of which Word the Apoſtle intimates, Tha 
"whoever lives in Wilful Sin, and ſo yielf 


Nom. xii. 6. That the Divine Oracles ol 
to be ander/iood and explain'd, according 
the Proportion of Faith. But this can nel 
ving no true Faith in his Heart, will notif 


Text according to the Analogy of Faith, 


Faith muſt be accompany'd with Chan 


he who doth not perform ſuch good Will 


Faith, he has no true Knowledge neith 
which can no more ſubſiſt without Fal 
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then it follows in the next Verſe : That the 
may recover themſelves out of the Snare 6 
the Devil, who were taken Captive by him 4 
his will. In the Original it is thus pn 
K db eqn Ex * F Alas O r 7 


"And* dagen ſignifies, to recover 'a ſoun 
Mind, or right Underſtanding. By the U 


up himſelf a Slave to the Devil; is void 
all true Underſtanding, and will never en 
that Benefit without ſincere Nepentauce. 

Alſo, It is a known Rule founded up 


be done by an Unconverted Perſon, u ho 
able to diſcern, whether he interprets a 


no; ſince that is what he does not in i 
Jeaſt underſtand. And the Reaſon is thi 


and demonſtrated by geo Works : So tl 
with the Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, hi 


no true Faith: And tecauſe he has no 


Uo Faith without Works. 
Hi 


True KNnowLEDGE, Ge. 69 


WM Have they never a ſound Judgment; ; ſince Qu. II. .Y 
we read of Balaam, Caiaphas, and other im- 
a pious Men who have Propheſied ; and of 
Home, who, after they have both Prophe- 
ied and wrought Miracles in the Name of 
CHRIST, yet ſhall, at the Day of Judg- 
rent, be ſbur out of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, for their Impiety 2? 
WM Such Perſons never have a right Spiritual Auſw. 
Lilerſtanding of Spiritual Things: For 
hey do not ſo much as perceive the true 
Neaning of their own Prophecies, which can» 
"Wot be diſcern'd without a ſuitable Courſe 
\ WH Life. Even as Balaam, when he propheſied — 
CHRIST, and wiſhed to de the death er = 
le Righteous, was ſtill a wicked ignorant xxiv. 
lan, 2 Pet. ii. 15. Rev. ii. 14. Tho GOD 
Jas pleaſed to uſe ſuch a contemptible In- 
Wrument as he was, and, to manifeſt the 
Slory of CHRIST, even by him who 
as hired by the ungodly Moabites, to op- 
oe, and (if it had been poſlible) to de- 
roy the Nation of Iſrael, from whom the 
aviour of Mankind was to deſcend accord- 


W the Fleſh. Yet this miſerable wicked 
Wi Han was over-ruled by the Power of 


+ OD, and not only enabled, but alſo 
bmpelltd, to ſpeak the Truth, which yet 

did not rightly underſtand, nor really 
nd eflectually believe himſelf. 


F 3 For 


1 
: 
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"Por iaſtead of ſeeking after the Salvation be 
blk his Soul by the Merits} of CHRIST 
2 Pet, i. Whoſe Coming he foretold ; his Covetoul 
Rer. il. neſs prevail'd with him to give the Ege 
14 mies of Ifrael that ſubtile malicious Advicꝭ 
which did not only injure them againl 
whom it was contriv'd, but alſo-coſt pu 
his own Life. And we may rationally ſuf 
pooſe, that he had very dark and confuſe 
Notioris of the Kingdom of the Meſſiah 
even then when he. propheſred of it; 5 
he had not ſuch a clear Underſtanding ther 
of, as might ſerve to excite him to a hear 
# Deſire of being made a Partaker of the grei . 
HBegneſits promiſed to the Meſſiab, in Who 
all the Nations of the Earth were to be bleſſl 
Neither can we diſcover that it had anf 
other Effect upon him, than to diſquiet an 
inrage him; becauſe GOD would nf 
ſuffer to curle the Hraelites, and get thill 
Reward that was offer'd him by the King 
Moab; beſides ſtriking him with a horribi 
Dread of the Glorious Majeſty of the M 
__ Aab; which cauſed him to cry out, Alu 
"+5 who ſhall live when GO D doth this > So thi 
he vas all the while an utter Stranger to ii 
true Evangelical State of that Kingdom g 
the Meſſiah, which he thus ignorantly alt 
unwillingly (tho? truly) foretold. Ne 
ther do I think he was any more to 
eſteemed for Propheſying, than his 4ſs it 
mm Mo | bein 
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ff being enabled to heat, on purpoſe to rebuke 
FN bis Folly and Impieiy; ſince the L ORD — 
of Hoſts can juſtly and wrely make uſe of 23, 30. 
any the weakeſt and meaneſt of His Crea- 2 Fet. i. 
tures, to difplay His own Glory, and to“ 
promote the Welfare of His Church. 

And as for Caiaphas, tis evident, That 
though he, being at that time High. Prieſt, 
was employ'd by the Infinite Wiſdom of 
BGOD, to ſhew the Way appointed for Joh. xi. 
the Salvation of Mankind by the Death of 5. 
CHRIST; yet he meant no ſuch thing, 
or underſiood bis own Prophecy himſelf. 

And we may eafily perceive, that all ſuch 
Wicked and unregenerate Perſons, as have 
Wrrophe/ted or wrought Miracles in the Name 
Wot our Saviour, have no True Knowledge of + 
he Chriſtian Religion ; though it hath 
pleaſed Him fomctimes to make them In- 
ſtrumental, in promoting the great End of 
ls Coming into the World. For it is 
Wnaniſcſt, that the very Devils have fre- 
quently promoted the Kingdom of GOD, 
nd the Salvation of Men, againſt their 
Vil: And thoſe deluded Hypocrites will 
cover their Ignorance, in the Plea they 
ill make before the Univerial Judge, at 
be Laſt Day, alledging their Prophecies and 
{ir acles, as a juſt Realon for their Admit- Matth. vii. 
Wance into the Kingdom of Heaven. But 23. 
5 tal though they have flatter d and deceivd 
5 Re them- 
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Qu. III. 


Anſw. 
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themſelves with falſe Hopes of being ſaved 
by their Profeſſion and Outward Acts of Reli 
gion; they will be terribly convinced, by 
their eternal excluſion out of that bleſſed 
Kingdom of endleſs Joy, that they never 
rightly underſiood the Nature of the Goſpe 
Which they have preached to others, buff 
have conceivd wrong Notions thereof, and 
been fatally miſtaken, in that Which 
concern'd them moſt of all to know and u 
derſtand aright: So that when they bau 
preachd to others, they will themſelves H 
juſtly caſt away and rejected by the Rig 
teous Judge, for their groſs e, and 
wilful Impiety, 1 Cor. ix. 27. 

What ſhall we think of Apoſtates s? 

So far and ſo long as they were ſincei 
in the Chriſtian Religion, they have had Wil 
ſound Fuagment in Divine Things. But wee 
they fall away, the Obliquity of their Willar 
perverts and darkens their Under/tandinWo! 
As might be prov'd by ſeveral Arguments 
which yet, for Brevity, I omit, and profiiſÞy 
duce one convincing Text to this Purpoſ e. 
2 Pet. i. 8, 9. where the Apoſtle having eo 
horted us to a Continual Progreſſion, fron - 
one Divine Grace to another, gives tle 


_ cogent Reaſon for what he has enjoynd uc 


Fer if theſe Things be in you, and abound, tei 

will make you that ye ſhall neither be barrio 

nor unfruitful in the K nowledge of onr Lot. © 
FESUi 


* 
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7 E SCS CHRIST. Baut he that lacketh 
theſe Things, is blind, and cannot ſee far H; 
and hath forgotten that he was purged of his 
d Sinn. | | 


Saint Peter requires all Chriſtians to bring 
Worth much Fruit by the Auowledge of 


Hot be barren, that is, bring forth no Fruit; 
Wor unfruitful, that is bring forth little 
Fruit. Secondly, That in order to bring 
North much Spiritual Fruit, the Vertues and 
races of GO 's Holy Spirit muſt abound 
Wn vs. Thirdly, That whoſoever faileth of 
Wn:king a happy Progreſs in the Chriſtian 
Religion, and fo falleth back from the Grace 
Wt GOD, is ſpiritually blind, and cannot 
WW iſcern heavenly Things ; which being re- 
oved far off from this World, and placed 
above the Sight of our Sodily Eyes, can- 
Wot be ſeen without the ſpiritual Eye of 
aith. So that he who hath loſt his Faith 


=o /piritual Underſtanding at all, 

And it appears, that the Apoſtle here 
eas of Apoſtates, from his ſay ing, that 
uch an ignorant Perſon hath forgotten his 
„ tlWeing purg d from his former Sins ; whereas 
vario one hath ever been purg d from his Sins 
Lone all, except he hath tome time repented, 
SU Cn and 


Here we may obſerve; Firſt, That 


HRIS T, when he faith, that we ſhould 


Wy aApoſtaſ), that is, by Falling away from a 
eligious to an Impious Courle of Life, hath 


73 
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and been converted to GOD. And thi 


only to them who are already Called eff 


ſpiritual Darkneſs by wilful Sin : And the 


ſhall be miniſtred to you abundantly, in 
the Everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord ai 


ſpiritual Darkneſs and Stupidity, in a Statf 


Special Meſſage from G O D Himſelf. 


of 1 that m many times fall up 
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farther appears from the Caation follow in 
in the xoth Verſe, Wherefore the ratbeß 
Brethren, give diligence to make your Call 


ing and Election ſure, Which can be fai 


Qually, to the Practice as well as to thi 
Belief of the True Religion.; and w 9 
ought to be very careful, and uſe all p 
per Means, to prevent their falling 1 in 


it follows; For if ye do theſe Things, ye ſhall 
wever fall. Verſe 11. For ſo an Entra 


Saviour 7E SVS CHRIST. 
Be pleaſed farther to conſider this vef 


remarkable Inſtance of one who falling in 
the Commiſſion of Wi'ful Sin, lay und 


of Carnal Sceurity, ſeveral Months ; and 
that is David, Who, altho he had beo 
attained to a very high Degree of Piety ani 
Knowledge, yet, by committing Adultery ani 
Murder, fell into ſuch Inſenſibility of his Sl 
and Danger, that he never thought of Rf 
penting, till he was excited thereunto by 


And if it ſhould be here Reply'd, T, 
this was no ordinary Caſe ; but the Terr 


Apoſtate\n 


6 


| Apoſtates, ſhew that they act contrary to 
Wrheit Arowledge; and that therefore, tho 
they do not practiſe, yet they anderſtand 
the Chriſtian Religion ſtill. 


= N To that! would Anſwer again, That Ter- 
"W175 of Conſcience are no ſign of True Know- 


ledge or a Sound fudgment in Spit it ua! Things; 
ecauſe they fall many times upon Heathens 
aid Unbe/ievers, who are fo far from having 
ay true Knowledge of the Chriſtian Reli- 


f Conſcience ariſe either from a Natural 
Wnſlint, whereby they are compelled to 


ommitted, againſt the Light and Law of 
attire itſelf; or elſe they ariſe from the Fear 


bat they know they have juſtly deſerv d. 

But Apoſtates never begin to recover their 
Wo!t Kw/edge of Heavenly Truth, till they 
We2in to perceive with an Eye of Faith, the 


Wc ves, and the neceſſicy of hearty Repen- 
Wance ; and 'till they are fo affected with a 
Wively Senſe of GOD's Love, in the Re- 
emption of our Souls by the Death of His 
on, as to ſet about that great Work of 
Wepertance with all their Hearts. And 
ben, as they proceed from one Degree of 
W 47th and Contrition to another, the _— 
0 


oon, that they have no XAnowledge thereof 
Ir all. And therefore in them the Terrors 


Wbhor and lament the Crimes they have 


WD! Divine Vengeance, and of the Puniſhment 


ilery that they have brought upon then» 


7 


2 


3 b 


Q W. 
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of G OD's Spirit will ſhine upon N 
more and more, till they recover the Grace 
Knowledge they had loſt, and go on 
to acquire more Spiritual Underſtandin 
from time to time; being now taught, by 
coſtly Experience, more humbly to depend 
upon 60 D, and more fzichfully to obe 
His Will, who hath been graciouſly pleaſe 
once more to reſcue them from Dar tu 
and the Shadow of Death. 3 
But what ſhall we ſay to the good Dill 
a and Writings of ſeveral wicked Men? 
Whatever ſuch Perſons Speak or Write 
| Divine and Spiritual Things, if it be tru 


is only tranſcribd out of the Holy Scripi®: 


ture, or Borrowed from the Diſcourſes an J 
Writings of other Men. So that it is " 
more an Argument of their Auomledge, thai 


the Talking of Parrots and ſome otha 


Birds is of their Underſtanding : Tis all di 

liver'd by Rote, and they know nothin 
more of it, than that they repeat it as the 

have heard or read it: And if they add aol 
thing of their own, tis commonly falſe au 
erroneous, diſagreeing with their borrow 
Truth; as they who are endued with ſon 

degree of True Knowledge, preſently diſcover. 
as ſoon as they read or hear, and conſider ii. 
Whereas the Authors themſelves, having oi 
ſound Fudgment in the great Concerns of fe 
ligion, cannot tell whether what they born 
roi 


8 
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row of others, or add of their on, is right 
or wrong; having had no Experience of 
thoſe Matters in their oun Practice, but 
taking up every thing upon Truſt, or by 
Guels; ſo that all they ſay, and all they 
write, is very uncertain, and, for obght they 
bow themſelves, may be utterly falſe: And 
when they quote the Scripture, the Lirurgy, 
Articles, Homilies, or Fathers of the Church, 

they cannot tell how well or how ill they ap- 

Wply them to the pre ent Purpoſe. if therefore Matth. 
e Light (the only Light) HIVE is in them be di. 23- 
5 Darkneſs, how great is 251 Darkneſs! 

Now having clear'd the Way, by Auſwer- Ag. V. 
* theſe Queſtions, I proceed to my Fifth 
Argument: Which is, That all Converted 
WPcrions and Sincere Chriſtians know the 
Truth of my 7 befis by their own Experience, 

For when they look back upon the Time 
Wpaſt, they plainly perceive, that before their 

f woerf ſon, when they thought they knew 1 Cor. 
met hing, they knew nothing yet as they ought Vi. 2. 
ro know. They find ſuch a great Difference 
between their former literal, and their pre- 
ent ſpiritual Judgment, that they wonder 
bow they could ſo impoſe upon themſelves, 
as to imagine, that they had any Underſtand 
of Religion at all, before thev ſer about 
the hearty Practice thereot. Whenſoever 
Itbey reflect upon the wrong Norions they 
formerly conceiv d of every Article of the 
Chriſtian 
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| Ctriſtian Faith, and every Point of Dettrin 
or particular Inſtance of Duty compared iq 
Holy Writ; they diſcern the great Dif. 
— between the ſalſe and the right Inter 
pretation of the Divine Oracles, which 
they were always formerly apt to miſunder 
fand, and miſapply both to themſelves an 


to other Men, being extremely ignorant H ! 

the true Spiritual State of both : But noa. 

they perceive and acknowledge, that thei, 

1 perverſe Affections continually over · ruld agi 
ſeducd their Underſtarging, before they wei hon 
converted to GOD with all their Heartz ehe 
and that they had then no right Notions Muff 
the Nature of true Repentance, and rt 


O Economy of the Goſpel, or the Order a0 

Method of Hur Salvation by CHRIS T. 

But I ſhall inſiſt no longer upon th 

Argument, becauſe every judicious : ſincerlf 

Chriſtian &vows the Truth thereof by kl 

own Experience; and no other Perſon, ſo : 

learned or. ingenious ſoęver, can attain 1 

the Underſtanding of it, tho' it ſhould bi 

never ſo largely illuſtrated or proved, til 

he alſo, by hearty Repentance, is rendia : 
capable of judging in this Cate, ) 

b. Wherelore it only remains, that 1-brieh 

Anſwer an Ohjection, that may perhaps. bl 

raiſed againit what has been ſaid, from th 

Conlideration of the firſt Leginning of Rel 

pentance, Which could not be perform 

arigit 
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right by any Man, if an anconverted Perſon 
ould have no right Underſtanding of that 


eubing in order to our Converſion, before we 
clave a right Notion both of the End itſelf, 


nd likewiſe of the Means that are neceſſary 
o compaſs that End. _ 34 3 
But here it is to be conſider d, That, as 1 
Wave allowed before, an anregenerate Perſon 
ray have a ſuperficial Underſtanding of the 
88H oly Scripture ; which, tho it will never 
«ome up to the Character of true Know 
ts8-Jge and a ſound Judgment, yet may be 
Wu ficient to move the Affections; and may 


irie very powerfully upon a Man's Fear, 


Hope, and Defire. And ſo the Influence 
f the Promiſes and Threats containd in 
a oly W rit, may excite him to yield to the 


Preventing Grace of G OD, whereby he is 


Wuty ; it being impoſſible for us to do any 


Anſw. 


irt inclined to ſer about the great Work 


ek hearty Repentance in good earneſt. And 
hen, as his Wil is drawn to Obedienee, his 
olerſtanding is at the fame time enlighten d, 
y one and the ſame Eficient Cauſe ; which 
the ſweet and gentle Operation of the 
OLY GHOST, always accompanying 


zel he faithful Uſe of His Holy Word. From 
hence it appears, that altho' a Man begins 
tiemmediately to get the true Knowledge of 
WP Piritual Things, as ſoon as he goes about 


Waccrely to repent ; yet before that, he lies 


under 


under the Dominion of Egyptian, or rathg 

* of Felliſp Darkneſs,  — 91 
Arg. VI. Sixthly, All the abominable Ferefies an 
groſs Heterodoxes that ever troubl'd th 
Church of CHRIST, are fo many Effeq; 
and Proofs of the unſound Fudgment of un 
| oa Perſons ; who, if their Pride an 


mpudence be great enough, are naturallff 
apt to invent and divulge fuch erroneof 
Opinions, as can no way confiſt with til 
Truth of Chriſtian Religion; tho' they mi 


ſeem very proper to carry on ill Deſign 


and to gratifie the Luciferian Ambition 


haughty Spirits. 


Thus in the very time of the Apo 
Simon Magus, that Infamous Hipocrite af 
Diabolical Magician, after he had profe6 
the Chriſtian Faith, and receiv'd the Sai 
Ads vii. ment of Baptiſm at the Hands of St. Phil 


12 13. 
was ſuch a Fool as to imagin, that the Min 


culous Gifts of the HOLY GH OSY 


er. 20. might be purchaſed with Money: And 
vented ſeveral deteſtable and blaſphemal 


Juſtin. Lies, affirming himſelf to be the Huf 


Hart. 4- 


pol. 2. pro Power, appearing in Samaria as the Fathil 


Chriſtianis. in Fudea as the Son, and in other Natidl 
Ven. 1.1. as the Holy Ghoſt ; together with a gre 


c. 20, & 30. 


ad. Korth, deal more of ſuch vile and hateful Stu 


iſt. Ec- . ee > 
4 ©, till the dreadful Vengeance of GOD jull 


e v g. cut him off in the height of his Wickedr 


E. 2. 


obſtinately perſiſted in his Impiety ; al 


Let 
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Yet this Monſter had his Followers, who trod 

n his Steps, and maintaind very groſs and 
mpious Notions, even to the Reproach of 
uman Reaſon, which, if it were not corrupt 

the higheſt degree, would never admit of 

ch abſurd and filthy Conceits. 

And in thoſe very ancient Times, the 
Vicolaitan Hereſy likewiſe prevailed upon 

veral licentious Perſons, who are men- 
ond in Rev. ii. 6, 15. And they affirm'd, Cen. Alex. 


I Strom. l. 
mong other nonſenſical and impious Er- zufeb. Hit. 


ors, That beſides the Father of CHRIST, El. 1. z. 
ere was another God, whom they call'd * ds 
e Creator: That Chriſt was one Perſon, Har. ad 
d Jeſus another: That Chriſt the Son of Fant 
De Father came down into Jeſus the Son X-1b. ib. 
the Creator, remain'd impaſſable in him, 

d flew back again from him: And they 
etended, that Charity allow'd them to 

atifie their impure Luſts and Inclina- 

ons. | 

But for all their abominable Errors, and 
dtorious falſe Opinions, they at length 


moWrogated to chemſelves the ſpecious Name 


a Gnofticks *; and fo did other deluded * i. e. Per- 
ard blaſphemous Hereticks along with them; queg with 


ati mit they knew more than all Mankind be- Knowledge 


ores. A pregnant, but ſorrou ful Inſtance 
Stu Human Frailty, and a full Proof of the 
juflfW<ar Pegeneracy of their Reaſon, and Dark- 
dnt 


of their C nderſtanding. 
G If 
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Errors, in every Age. But for farther $i 


0bj. 


Anſw. 


blaſphemous and abſurd Tenets of Menande 
Ebion, Cerinthus, Saturninus, Baſilides, Ca 


what they aſſerted, tis rational to thi 


An ESSAY upom 
> If I were to proſecute this unpleaſant and 
melancholy Subject, I muſt write a Hiſtor 
of Herefies, and ſhew how the Church e 
CHRIST hath been troubled with th 


pocrates, Valentine, Cerdon, Marc ion, Apell 
and others, in the very Firſt Century; an 
with many falſe Notions, and abominabl 


tisfaction in this Point, I refer the Read 
to Epiphanius, Euſebius, and others of t 
Fathers, and to the Churck- Hiſtorians bull 
ancient and modern. | 
If it ſhould be here Objected, That tha 
Hereticks might know better; tho' they walf 
willing to invent and propagate ſuch fil 
Opinions, to get Proſelytes; make then 
ſelves famous; and compaſs their unlaywilfi 
Ends, whatever they were : 

I would Reply; That fome ſuch Perſa 
have ſubmitted to very ſevere Puniſhmen 
and even to the loſs of their Life, rath 
than they would renounce their Miſtake 
Which makes it probable thar they werel 
earneſt. But if they did not really belief 


their Followers did, whoſe embracing thi 
Notions that could no way conſiſt witht 
Truth, proves, that they had no rightU 
derſlanding of the Truth. And that i 


go 
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good Argument, to ſhew the Inſufficiency 
of Human Reaſon to judge of Divine Things. 
Farther, If neither Leaders nor Followers 
did believe their own Aſſertions, ( which 
yet is very improbable) their Ignorance of 
he Chriſtian Religion was diſcover'd, by 
W heir imagining, that it was for their Intereſt 
Wo diſſemble in that manner: When Our 


will be no Advantage to a Man, to gain the 
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WAVIOUR hath told us plainly, That Matth. 


XVi. 26. 


Mark viii. 


% World, and loſe his own Soul; and the 36, 3. 


oſs of their Souls, was the unavoidable 
onſequence of ſuch wilful Errors as could 
Wo way conſiſt with the Chriſtian Faith; 
cauſe, without Believing the Goſpel, there 
no Hope of Salvation : And ſuch Per- 
dns, till they repent of their wicked Er- 


_—_ 
For if they gave their Aſſent to the Mat- 
rs of Fact, and to the Doctrines, recorded 
the Holy Scripture ; yet that would 
mount to no more than a dead hiſtorical 


tereſt in CHRIST. — 
And farther, It muſt be confeſs' d, that 
eir Diſſimulation, and abuſing their own 


uite contrary to the Will of GOD, and 


/engeance, unleis they renounced their 
G 2 | wiltul 


rs, neither do nor can Believe to Salva- 


aith, which is not ſufficient to obtain an 


$ well as their Followers Underſtanding, is 


uſt neceſſarily expoſe them to his Eternal 
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avilful Errors, and turn'd to the Truth wit! 
all their Hearts. 


Theory with the Practice of Religion? as j 
one could have no true [Notion of 1 it, Witt 


founded upon the Word of GOD, aff 


Pines: Him [CHRIST], and keepeth iff 
his Commandments, is a Har, and the Tru 


neſs even until now. Ver. 11. He that hat! 


| Exerciſe of Charity, and by conſequendf 


Religion. For that is nothing elſe but] 


An ESSAY upon 
Whar is this leſs than confounding the 


out Living up to it? 
This is no Confuſion, but a Conjunctia 

of the true Knowledge with the ſincere Exif 

ciſe of Chriſtianity. Which Conjunction 


expreſſly maintain's by St. Jok» in U 
Iſt Epiſtle, chap. ii. ver. 4. He that ſail 


is not in him. Ver. 9. He that ſaith he u 
the Light, and hateth his Brother, is in Dal 


his Brother is in Darkneſs, and walketh 
Darkneſs, and knoweth not whither he gulf 
becauſe that Darkneſs hath blinded his EA 
Chap. iv. ver. 8. He that loveth not, knowl 
wt GOD; for GOD is LOVE. Fra 
whence it appears, that none but they wi 
obey the Will of GOD, and live in tl 


none but regenerate Perſons, are Divine 
enlighten'd, and obtain any true Knowleage| 
GOD and CHRIST: Without km 
ing Whom, they can never be truly ſaid i 
have a right Underſtanding of the Chriſti 


Heaven | 
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Heavenly Diſcipline, appointed to bring 
us to the Knowledge and Enjoymeut of 
OD, Who is the Great Adequate Object 
pf Divine Science. Neither is it poſſible 
ruly to know Him any farther, than we 
are united to Him; who Himſelf here 
i plainly intimates by his Servant and 
Apoſtle St. John, That the true Theory 

nd Practice of Chriſtianity muſt always 
o together, and can never be parted a- 
Wunder, N 
How may this Doctrine be reconciled Obj. 
Pith that Paſſage in Luke xii. 47. That Ser- 
Want which knew his Lord's Will, and prepared 
„ himſelf, neither did according to His Will, 
ball be beaten with many ſtripes : Where it 
declar'd, that a Man may #zow the Will 
Wd! GOD, and yet be fo far from doing it, 
never to ſet about it? 
This Ky»owledge is indeed ſufficient to ag- Anſw.. 
ravate the Guile, and encreaſe the Punith- 
Went, of all Eypocrites, who profeſs to know 
0D, but in their Works deny Him. And 
Ich Hypocrites are all wicked Profeſſors of 
e Chriſtian Religion, who ſhall therefore 

e more ſeverely puniſh'd at laſt, than any 
Jeathens, or other Infidels. But becauſe. 
e true Saving Knowledge of GOD and 
LHRIST, affects not only the Uuder- 
iu ganding, but likewiſe the Will of ſuch as are 
Wadued therewith, and compriſes within it 

- Me a cer- 
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a certain ſpiritual, experimental Judgmen 
concerning Things Spiritual and Divine; 


Lang. An- 
tibarb. 
Tom. I. 
ſect. 2. 

i Loco 68. 


Ag. VII. 


Power, in Hearing or Reading at any time, 


not receiving, but rejecting, are neithu| 
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there is nothing more evident, than thy 
wicked Men are abſolute Stranges to it, f 
long as they continue to lead a Courſe d 
Life quite contrary to it; and that is, f 
long as they remain wicked and impeni 
tent. 

So that when they get a /iteral or bi 
rical Knowledge, by their own Natur 


then G OD offers them likewiſe the Graaf 
of Converfic on and Illumination; which theyfi 


truly enlighten d, nor receive Power to obj 
the Divine Willi; but are juſtly beaten will 
many Stripes, for that their Barren I nowledrl 
which brings forth no Fruit to the Honouſfi 
of GOD, and the Salvation of their Soul 
Therefore, Who will be fo abſurd, as wh 
tay that ſuch Knowledge is true, and in F 
Judgment is ſound, 

Se vent hh and Laſtly, I may 2ppeal: 1 
the Conſcieuce of any unregenerate Perlonf 
Whether, upon ſerious Self. examination, | 
doth not find himſelf very ignorant of Jp 
zual Things > Of which Queſtion, L 


gius, who has been largely ( bur I 10 DD w 

Med. Men- not impertinently ) quoted before, ſpeak 
1 after this manner: Wherefore, if any onf 
n 


naturally knowing himſelf, and GOD che 
Creatd 
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Creator of this World, enter into himſelf, 
ſincerely taking an exact and impartial 
View of himſelf, he will be ſure to undes 
and that his Mind is very corrupt: Eſpe- 


hitherto he hath not rightly acknowledg'd, 
m praiſed and - thanked the Supreme Being, 
Who, above all other Beings, is Good and 
es Good, being Almighty and moſt Per- 
ect, the Venerable and Adorable Original 
f Himſelf and of all Things beſides. To 
do which, he was oblig'd by the very Law 
f Nature: But he hath rather forgotten, 
Heglected and diſhonoured that Supreme 
eing. | 
rid he will obſerve farther, that he 
Whath neither referr'd himſelf, nor other 
WT hings, to this Original and End of all 
Wood ; but hath rather turn'd every thing 
ide to himſelf, as to the ultimate End, by 
very diſorderly Uſe of the Faculties of his 
ind: And that he hath taken no Pains 
Wo get the Divine Light and Aſſiſtance al- 
Pays preſent with him; but, as if he had 


A nough in himſelf, he would have Knows, 
order d, and accompliſh'd all things, by his 
Don Power, as well as according to his 
un Will. PET 

If Reaſon be ſound, and if it be the higheſt 


G 4 ſhall 


cially. his Conſcience will inform him, that - 


o occaſion for it, and had Light and Power 


Ind moſt noble Faculty of the Mind; where 
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ſhall we find the Proofs: and the Powers « / 
this Excellency and Integrity? Why does ral 
ermit wild and irregular Motions to H wiſ 
Kr up in the Mind by the Senſes au ariſ 
the Imagination, and its Royal Manſioiſ i Co 
(as it were) to be ſo diſturbd 2 Why ca Co 
not or doth not it conquer and tame, ¶ bec 
drive away rebellious Motions within, pe 
eaſily as it makes a fair Shew of Virtue a ton 
Honeſty without? Why does it diſcen mo 
and approve of that which is Good, anon 
practice that which is Evil? Why doth i dy 
not ſubdue that Malignity of the Mi vid 
whereby it refuſed to obey the Light, pu 
ſenting it with Objects more agreeable Wha: 
Equity and Integrity, but contrary and u 
acceptable to corrupt Deſires, falſe Oven 
nions, and evil Cuſtoms 2 Why doth i 
readily and ſo friendly conſpire with reno 
lious Affectious, which it either will not o 
cannot overcome? And why is it ſo base i 
and ſordidly united to them, as to be ii 
lingly ſubject to the Command of the Seni 
and to form and reform its Idea's after I 
imperious Dictates of wicked Luſts and lift 
clinations? Surely, you may ſooner obtanWo 
or more juſtly demand, of one that is Lam in 
and Blind, nay, that is Dead, to Walk aof 
to keep in the right Way; than of corrufflo: 
Reaſon and natural Weakneſs, exactly i th 
diſcharge its own Office. We: 


Ao 
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And who doth not diſcern both the gene- 515. 

ral Defects of Reaſon and of Idea's, and like- 

wiſe the particular Defects of Argumentation, 

ariſing from the moſt complicate Acts of 

Conjunctions, Separations, Companions, and 

Conſequences? Which are liable to Error; 

vecauſe the whole Proceſs of Reaſoning ma 

be ſpoil'd by too little Attention, by Wan- 

tonnels of the Fancy, Weakneſs of the Me- 

mory, the want of ſome neceſſary Idea, by 

ſome hidden Inclination of the Mind excited 

by a deceitful Aﬀection, or by fome groſs 

violent Motion of the Aﬀections. ” 

And here you may look back upon what 

Whas been quoted out of the gth Chapter of 

Thomaſius 8s Introduction to Logick, which is 

very pertinent to our preſent Purpoſe. 

Now if ſuch anconverted Perſons as are 

not yer late down in the Seat of the Scornful, Pali. 1. 
ſo as utterly to deſpiſe all Religion, and 

holly neglect the Study of the Scriptures, 

ill conſider ſeriouſly in themſelves ; they 

will find, that their evil and ſinful AHFections 

always prompt them to diſtort whatever 

they read; fo as to make it favour their 

dwn Sentiments, which they have taken up 

In compliance with the perverſe Direction 

of their own corrupt Will: For how contrary 

loever their Notions may be to the Truth, 

hey fi! earneſtly endeavour to reconcile 

Wine Products of their own . 

| + 


Word; and they abſurdly imagine that 
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with the unchangeable Truth of G OD! 


is ſo, becauſe they would have it ſo. C 
Some Inſtances of this have been givalſhnd 
already, and I ſhall only add one in thino 
Place. Such Perſons think they have . F 
right Underſtanding of Divine Things: Bitis 


ſo they flatter themſelves with a falſe Op 


| Knowledge, when they are utter Strange 


as the Miniſter can tell them 2 And whlf 


and the ſublime Spiritual Nature of oi 


ſtood, they would know, that their Attendana 


reign LORD of Heaven and Earth: Ant 


that is a very groſs and dangerous Miſtake 
Groſs ; becauſe it is quite contrary to thi 
Truth, prov'd and eſtabliſh'd by ſtrong ani 
convincing Arguments: Dangerous; becaul 


nion, that they are endued with au, 


to it; and by conſequence, that they are i 
the Way to Salvation, when they are f. 
from it. oy 

How often do we hear profane Perſon 
excuſe their Neglect of the Publick Way 
ſhip and Service of GO D, by ſaying con 
fidently, That they know as much alreadfi 


a preſumptuous Error is that! when real 
they know nothing of the ſincere Practia 


Holy Religion; which if they rightly under 


upon the Publick Worſhip of GOD, is at 
AQ of Homage that they owe to the Sove 


ail 


that by uſing the Means of Grace wh 
| ant 
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re to be enjoy'd in the Church, they might 


GOD; and encreaſe their Spiritual Joy, 
and their Hope of Eternal Glory, more and 

ore as long as they live. . 
But upon the whole, we may be fully 
atisfied, that the Kowledge or Judgment of 
Ja unconverted Perſon, exercisd about Divine 
Dad Spiritual Things, is not true and ſolid ; 
decauſe it is not ſpiritual and divine. And 
hey who underſtand the Rules of Diſtinction, 


ay eaſily apprehend, that the fond Conceit 


mf ſuch a one concerning the Truth of his 


on Knowledge and Judgment, diſcovereth his 
% [znorance or wilful Neglect of the Diffe- 
ence between Objective and Subjective Truth. 
or when his XAnowledge ought to be true in 
oth thoſe reſpects; it is either falſe in both, 


Pays falſe with regard to the Sulject, which 
ught to be a converted Perſon, leading a 
ruly Chriſtian Courſe of Life. And that no 
ether Subject is capable of true Knowledge 
Ind a ſound Fadgment, hath been prov'd al- 
Weady, and will be made yet more evident 
the Sequel of this Diſcourſe. 
Whoſoever will take the pains to read the 


008 ther very ſolid Aruments, produc'd to con- 
rm our Thee. Altho indeed we have _ 
88 - Nee 


mprove in ſolid Piety ; draw nearer to 


lat ibarbarus of Langius, will there find many 
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r erue only in one. If it be true with reſpect 
o the OBhect; yet, till he is converted, tis al- 
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need af any other Proof than this one Dj 
vine Authority, if we will attentively con 
ſider it; I mean that Saying of the Lon 
CHRIST to Nicodemus, in Joh. iii.; 
Perily verily J ſay unto thee, Except a My 

| be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom 0 
Go D. 


A PRAYER. 


erna! and Gracious G O D aid Fathy 
to know Thee is Eternal Lite, a + 
Joh. xvii Thy Fear is the beginning of Wiſdom : B 


Prov ix, $14) both know Thee, and can monks | 
Thee, after the Letter, whoſe Works: teſtifi 


1 Job. . that they yet lie under the Power of Deatl{G ( 
Tit. i 16. who profeſs to know G O P, but in their Nu | 
Jam. ii. en) Him, being abominable, diſobedienWre, 
'9- and to every good Work reprobate : ca, 
the very Devils have Jock a Knowledge baſ 

ths. ut 


Ti herefore, O my G O D, grant that I nau 
acquieſce in this literal Knowledge; but mal 
through Thy Grace, obtain ſuch a lively a 
ſaving Knowledge of Thee, as may change ij 
whole Heart and Life, and may awaken me 

a true Hatred of Sin, Contempt of the Mori 
and pure Love to Thee and to my Neighbour. 

Thou, O LORD, art the Greateſt ail 
the moſt Deſirable Good ; and he that knoweti 
Thee aright, can find no Reſt or Satisfatlin 
- | 
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in any thing but what proceeds from Thee, and 

eads to Thee. And the Love of Sin, the 

orld wirh its Vanity, can find no Place for 
ontinuance in the Soul that is filled with a 

ively Knowledge of Thee. He that taſteth 

Lis hidden Manna, loaths all other Food: Rev. ii. 
DO fill and ſatisfie my Soul therewith, Thou 7. 
atthful Creator, who haſt made it capable of 
ecerving Thee, to the end that it may be filled 

pith Thyſelf. 

8 4nd when I have known Thee, or rather Gal. iv. 9. 
Wm known o Thee, and have taſted the good Hebr-vi. 
Word of GO D, and the Powers of the 1e xv. 
World to come; then let me not turn back 16. 
Wo tbe Husks of this World, and put the Son of 


OD to open ſhame. 


il Fich and Blood cannot reveal Thee unto Matth. 
ende, O LORD; and therefore, if Thy Ser- Bes 17. 
Aant hath found Grace in thy ſight, Ja Thou 7 19 


„% begun, O LORD, to reveal Thy Name & vi. 3. 
Vito me, be pleaſed to mignifie Thy Mercy, and 
perform Thy own Work until the Day of our 


ma Lord JESUS CHRIST; when 7 ſhall Phil. i. 6. 
now Thee no more as I do now, Leholding Thee 

e rough a glaſs darkly, but ſhall ſee Thee face 

ie o face, and ſhall know even as 1 am known, 1 Cor. 
ori rough FESUS CHRIST Thy Son our * 
ur LORD. Amen. 

werl 8 

£18 CHAP. 
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COME now to prove, That the 
who are truly converted to GO 
have a right Underſtanding of Divi 

— Heavenly Things, and a * Jas 
ment therein: Which 1 endeavour to d 
monſtrate by the Three following ar 
ments. 
x. 1. Firſt, Such Perſons are endued with f 
true and lively Faith; inſomuch that iff 
Eph. i. 1. the Saints and the Paithful i 
CHRIST FESUS are ſet together: 
ſynonymous Terms, ſignifying /incere Chi 
ſtians, who are ſanctified by Divine Gra 

and heartily Believe in CHRIST. 

And that all ſuch have a right Undn 
ſtanding of the Chriſtian Religion, plain. 
appears from the following Texts. 
When the Diſciples enquir'd of Oi 
SAVIOUR, why He ſpoke to the Peoplif 
in Parables ; He anſwer d them, in Matt 
iir. Becauſe it is given unto you to knit 
the Myſteries of the Kingdom ef Heaven ; bil 
to them it is not given. And that the Dif . 
ples Faith rendred them capable of receivii 
farther Inſtruction in thoſe Myſteries, whi 
the Peoples Infidelity hindred them fron 
enjoying the ſame Privilege, we may Bar | 
rol 
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rom the 12th Verſe, where this Reaſon is 

Niven for that way of Proceeding :- For who- 

ever hath, to him ſhall be given, and he ſhall 

Jave more abundance : but whoſoever hath not, 

rom him ſhall be taken away even that he 
f.. Er 5 28 

This Paſſage may be well explain'd by a 

parallel Text in St. Luke, chap. viii ver. 18. 

Late heed therefore how ye hear : for whoſoever 

path, to him ſhall be given; and whoſoever 
bath not, from him ſhall be taken even that 

Which he ſeemeth to have. Clearly inti- 

nating, That whoſoever hath not true 


hriſtian Faith and Love, doth but ſeem to 
rave what he really hath not; even the 
Jl now/edge and Underſtanding of Divine My- 


cries, and Heavenly Truth. But perhaps 
ou will demand, How it appears that the 
ORD ſpeaks of the Defe& of Faith, in 
hem that were ſo excluded from the Anow- 
edge of Divine and Heavenly Objects? And 


Of you deſire to be ſatisfied of that, you may 
op ttend to what follows in the 13th Verſe of 
a hat 13th Chapter of St. Matthew: There» 
tue ( faith CHRIST) ſpeak I ro them in 


We ar ables : becauſe they ſeeing, ſee not; and 
1 * they hear not, neither do they under- 
and. 8 . 

vhs Upon which Words of Our SAVIOUR, 
rod. Chry/o/teme hath this Commentary, in his 
ach rl Homily upon St. Matthew: Then it 
10 might 
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might be ſaid, That they ought to opel her 
their Eyes, ſince they did not ſee. Yes, Mut 
they ought, if they u ere naturally Bling © 
But becauſe their Blindneſs was voluntanW@f+ 
and affected, He did not only fay, The ro 
ſee not; but, They ſeeing, ſee not: So th . 0 
their Blindneſs was the Effect of their Malia ng 
When they {aw the Devils caſt out, the p 
faid, He caſteth out Devils by Beelxebub r 
Prince of the Devils, When they heard thi! 
He led them to G OD, and ſhew'd Him us 
exactly conformable to the Mind and WW © 
of His Heavenly Father, they ſaid, Til ha 
Man is not of GOD. Therefore, becaſ< 
they judged contrary to the Truth, wh ! 
they had ſeen and heard; He faid, For than 
reaſon I alſo deprive them of the very Facui D 
of Hearing; ſince they receive no Ade 
tage from the Uſe, but expoſe themſelves e 
a more dreadful Sentence of Judgment A 


the Abuſe thereof: For they were not oli 
guilty of Unbelzef ; but alſo, they blame 
accuſed, and fought to enſare Him.“ 
Where this Father, by ſaying that the 
were not Naturally buv,Wilfully Blind 
does not mean, that the Fews, or any oth 
People, were not naturally ignorant of Divi 
Truth, *cill they were illuminated by tl 
Spirit of GOD ; for it hath been alread 
proved in Chap. II. Arg. III. that he wt 
of the contrary Opinion. But his * | 
Ts | the 
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7 ut wilfully ignorant of the Truth, which 
ni O D was pleaſed plainly to reveal to them, 


Wicring them His Grace, together with all 
Proper Means, to bring them to a ſaving 
wowledge of CHRIST; Whom yet they 


> provoked Him juſtly to withdraw that 
ace, and that plain Declaration of His 
Vill, which they ſo wickedly deſpis d and 


Wusd. 


hat the Unbelief, as well as the Malice of 
Wc Jews, gave occaſion to Our Saviour 


A 
hic inſtruct them by dark Parables, rather 
th dan by a more plain and intelligible Method 


E Diſcourſe. Wherefore fidelity hinders 
e Attainment of Chriſtzan Knowledge, which 
e Faith promotes. | 
Apain, in Fob. xiv. 6, 7. Our Redeemer 
ys to St. Thomas, and the reſt of His 
oſtles; I am the Way, and the Truth and 
Life: No Man cometh unto the Father but 
Me, If ye had known Me, ye ſhould have 
pn My Father alſo ; and from henceforth ye 
w Him, and have ſeen Him. From which 
xt we may with all Aſſurance conclude, 
dat whoſoever knows CHRIST by a true 
lively Faith, he likewiſe knows GOD 
Father, and the Way to Everlaſting Life. 
Ad ſuch a one may by, vw properly ſaid 


Wherefore is ; That they were not neceſſarily, 


Wogratefully and maliciouſly rejected; and 


However, st. Chryſoſtome here declares, 
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poſitively affirms the Truth that I ame 
deavouring to prove: We know that we are 


ledge belongs to ſuch as are ia CHR1$! 
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to have a right Underſtanding of the Chriſtiz ; F 


. 
837 
5 
roh. 
ed 


Religion. 7 9 nk: 
And in 1 Fob. v. 19, 20. the Apoſtle th 


GOD, and the whole World lieth in Wick 
neſs. And we know that the Son of GOD 
come, and hath given us an Underſtandi 
that we may knew Him that is true + Andy 
are in Him that is true, even in His & 
FESUS CHRIST. This is tbe I 
GOD, and Eternal Life. Obſerve he 
Firſt, That he ſpeaks with Aſſurance, ff 
ing, We knw ; meaning Himſelf, and! 
True Chriſtians beſides. Secondly, That 
aſcribes this Knowledge, not to the Light 
Nature, but of Grace; aſſerting plain 
That the Sen of GOD hath given us if 
Underſtanding. Thirdly, That this In 


to Whom they are united by Faith u 
Love. (2 Pet. 1.4. Fob. vi. 56. & xiv. 
& Nvii: 21. 1 Cor. jv. 16, 17. & vil 
17, 19) And Pourthly, That by 
Divine Light, we are fully affur'd of | 
Infallible Truth of our Holy Religion, 
of the very great Benefit that we ſhall obtt 
by the hearty Belief and ſincere Prad 
thereof. For thus St. John, without i 
Heſitation, declares, That This is the 1 
GOD, and Eternal Life. 


þ 


9 
N 


> * . 
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Church acknowledges, that we know CHRIST 
WW Fanh. 5 5 Pine a 


Wo). vil. 16, 17. which you will find quo- 
Wed in this Chapter, under the Third Arga- 


- 


WW uninated, and inſtructed by the Spirit of 
00D Himſelf ; and therefore, without all 
fpute, they are bleſſed with the Trae 
nowledge of Divine and Spiritual Things. 

Thus we read in Job. i. 4. That i» Him 


WCHRIST] was Life, and the Life was 
at We Light of Men. Where we may ſee, 


t, That one and the fame Divine Prin- 
u, which is the Spirit of CHRIST, 


tcondly, That by conſequence, whoever is 


Wt en/ven'd and converted, is not enlighten'd 
dd inſtructed by Him: But all ſuch as have 


eir Will govern d and conducted by Him, 
as to lead a pious Courſe of Life in this 
orld, and live for Ever in the World to 


FF and directed, fo as to gain a competent 
earee of Knowledge, and to form a right 
dgment of the Myſteries contain'd in the 
vipel of CHRIS T. 

And St. Paul, in Eph. iv. earneſtly diſſwa- 
ng them from the Commiſſion of ſuch Sins, 


H 2 = 


all Alſo in the Collect for the Epiphany, our 


See here likewiſe St. Auſtin's Expoſition of 


Secondly, Such pious Souls are Divinely 4rp. II. 


ch enlivens and enlightens Mankind. 


me; have their Underſtanding alſo clari- 


Ver. 17, 
18. 
ty 
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20, 


22z 


21 
24. 


GOD is created in Righteouſneſs and true H 
lineſs. As if he had ſaid: 


you may live in Sin like other Heathe 
and yet be Chriſtians all the while. No 


ward and His award Call; and have be 


An E SSA upon | 


as the unconderted Gentiles committed with. 
out any Check of Conſcience, uſes this Ar. ha 
gument: But ye have not ſo learned CHRIST, 6 
21, , ſo be that ye have heard Him, and hay : 

been taught by Him, as the Truth is 1 


ESUS:. That ye put off concerning th 
ormer Converſation, the Old Man, which i 
corrupt according to the deceitful Luſts : 4ul 
be renewed in the Spirit of your Mind; Al 
that ye put on the New Man, which aft 


But you have not been ſo inſtructed in th 
Principles of Chriſtianity, as to imagine thi 


you have not imbibed ſuch falſe and abſu 
Notions of the moſt Holy Religion that 
ever revealed to Mankind: If you hay 
heard the Voice of Our Saviour, (peakin 
to your Hearts by His Heavenly Grace, il8 
the ſame time that you heard this Golft 
preached by the Miniſters of His Wor 
And if you have been obedient to His Ou 


ſo inſtructed by His Holy SPIRIT, 1 
humbly to receive and heartily embrace H 
Heavenly Truth; which ſtrictly enjoins yall 
to forſake your former finful Practices, al 
impious Courſe of Life; and even to mo 
tifie the Corruption of your Nature, ſc 


\ 
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has ſeduced you by its vile and filthy Luſts, 
into the Commiſſion of thoſe \bominable 
Sins. And the ſame Truth lays the greateſt 
Obligation upon you, to yield and ſubmit 
to the ſweet and gentle Motions and Im- 
preſſions of the HOLY GHOST, which 
renew the Divine Image in your Souls, ſo far 
as they are gradually Spiritualiz'd, and ren. 
der d capable of that happy Change. And 
it obliges you, by the Power of Divine 
Grace, to recover your Primitive Integrity 
and real Sanctity; which being wholly de- 
faced by the Fall, muſt be again impreſs d 
upon your Hearts, as a new Principle and 
Diſpoſition conformable to the Righteous 
Will of GOD. 

From this Place of Holy MWrit, tis evident; 
irſt, That no wicked Man hath yet learned 
HRIST or the Chriſtian Religion arighe. 


be 
No 
blut 


. 
hay 


akin Secondly, That the great End and Deſign of 
0 Cbrictianity, is to renew the loſt Image of 
7 OD in our Souls. And Thirdly, That 


bey (and only they) truly know CHRIST 
On the Saviour of Mankind, who have been 
— Wiught by Him, and have ſubdued their 
atural Corruption by hearty Repentance, 


ce i and obtain'd a new Diſpoſition of Mind 
5 ereeable to the Will of GO. 
0 Again, In 1 Tbeſ. iv. 9. the Apoſtle thus 


f true Divine IJumination with a ſincere 
= 2 | G 


ews the Cloſe and indiſſoluble Connexion 
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. 


not been taught of G O D to love one ayother, 


as it ought to be done; that is, out of a good 


this Duty, they muſt neceſſarily have learn 
that Wiſdom of GOD Himſelf, as th 
Apoſtle here obſerves. And there being 


Duty in that State of Life unto which 


Arg. III. 


600, have a certain Xnowledge of Diviil 
and Spiritual Objects, not only founded ii 


Chriſtians, liviog in the Exerciſe of tri 


An ESSAY. upon 
Cbrifticn Courſe of Life : 4s touching bref t 
therly Love, ye: weed not that. I write um vi. 


h 
you ; for je hourſelves are taught of GOD uſt” 
love one another. For if the Theſſalonians had of 


they could never have known how to do thi 


Chriſtian Principle of true Charity. & 
that ſince they underſtood the Practice of 


divinely illuminated with ſuch MFnowleay; 
ſuperſeded his giving them any Directioꝶ 
for the Diſcharge of that Obligation, 4 4 
neceſſary for their Inſtruction, at chat tim 
when he writ this Epiſtle. 

And by a Parity of Reaſon, all ſincen 


Charity, are taught of GOD, and ther 
fore certainly nom the Way to perform thel 


pleaſeth GOD to call them. 
Thirdly and Laſtly, Sincerely. pious Per: 
ſons, who live according to the Will aff 


Divine Revelation, but alſo confirmed by 
their own Experzence. | 


For ſo CHRIST Himſelf, in Joh. vil 1 
106, 17. ſays to the 8 M Doctrine ii E 


nul 
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vol Mine, but His that ſent Me. 1f any Man 
will do His Will, he ſhall know of the Doctrine, 
ol whether it be of GO D, or whether I ſpeak 
«ll of ſelf. Which Text is thus explained 5 
by St. Auguſtine : © What is the meaning of £2. in 
hol this, I, any Man will do bis Will > But I had Piaf. 25. 
oil aid, If any Man will believe; and had © 
& given this Advice: If thou haſt not ander- 
0 ſtood, 1 ſay unto thee, believe. For Under 
nol anding is the Reward of Faith: Therefore 
te do not think of underſtauding, that thou 
may'ſt be/zewe-; but believe, that thou may'ſt 
underſtand. Therefore, as | have adviſed 
you to the Obedience of Faith, as an Expe- 
4 dient to render you capable of underſtanding ; 
and have ſaid, That the Lord JESUS 
CHRIST added. this in the following 
Verfe, we find Him ſaying there, If any 
Man will do His Will, he ſhall know of the 
Doftrine, And what is the ſence of this 
Expreſſion, He ſhall know 2 He ſhall ander- 
and. And what doth this mean, If any Man 
will do His Will 2 If he will Felieve. 
And Eraſmus, in his Paraphraſe upon this 
7th Chapter of St. John, explains the Text Ml 
thus: My Doctrine, concerning which kit 
you enquire with Wonder whence | had it, n 
is not Mine; (for I do not prefent you with 
any new Doctrine invented by Man, con- 
trary to the Will of GOD, and to the Mean- 
Ing of the Law which He bath given;) 
H 4 but 
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I deliver not from the Opinion of Man, but 


Embaſſador 1 am.” 
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but it is my Father's, who hath ſent me into 


the World; that the World, which bath in 
hath been miſled by Diverſe Doctrines of the 
Men, and blinded with wicked Luſts, may {cl 


be brought by Me to know His Will; to fol An 


low it when they &»ow it ; and by following IG 
it, to obtain Everlaſting Life. And this sWhis 
His Will, That believing what you he G 
from His Son, by whom He ſpeaks to you Wwe 
and teaches you Himſelf, ye may obtain bu 


Eternal Happineſs. Now many are render ion 


unwilling to do this, by Envy, Hatred, Mor 
Ambition, Covetouſneſs, and other ſinful 
Luſts. But if any Man, laying all Malig 
nity aſide, will rather obey the Will of 
Father with Simplicity of Heart, than folloy 
the Bent of his own evil Aﬀections ; he wil 
eaſily diſcover, that my Doctrine is no ney 
Invention of any Man or Devil, but that i 
proceeds from GOD ; and that what I fa 


according to the Mind of My Father, whok 


Thus it is plain, that both theſe great Mei i. 
thought no one capable of Underſtandin 
without Believing; and that they judg d allot 
them to k-ow the Will of GOD reveal'd ing 
the Goſpel, who are endued with ſuch 1 
Faith as purifies the Hearts of Men, andi 
EXCites them to forſake their Sins, and obe) 
the Divine Commands. 

| An 
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And Dr. Hammond has render'd that Text 
in this ſence, ſaying, in his Paraphraſe upon 
the Place, What I teach, is not from My- 
ſelf, but from GOD that hath ſent me. 
Any Man that hath a Willingneſs to do 
GOD's Vil, how contrary ſoever it be to 
his own ; that hath a Readineſs to ſerve 
GOD in GOD's Way, and is not 
wedded to his own ; that Man, and none 
but he, is likely to paſs a right Judgment 
on my Doctrine, whether it be of G OD, 
or no. 

| To this let us add St. Fohn's comfortable 
Obſervation, in his 1 Epiſt. ii. 3. Hereby do 


if we keep His Commandments. What can be 
expreſs'd with greater Aſſurance than this? 
Which yet is not all he ſays upon this Sub- 
ject: For in the 13th Verſe he ſpeaks to 
Beginners in Chriſtianity after this manner; 
I write unto you, Little Children, becauſe ye 
have known the Father; that is, becauſe you 
have been drawn by the Father to CHRIST, 
with hearty Contrition, and true Repen- 


of Divine Knowledge, as bears a Proportion 
to the Progreſs you have made in the Pra- 
dice of Chriſtian Piety. And to the ſame 
prous Souls he applies the following magni- 
cent Expreſſions: Per. 20. Te have an 
nction from the Holy ONE, and ye m 
" 
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we know that we know Him (CHRIST, 


tance ; and have attained to ſuch a Degree - 
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; all "I Ss, Ver. 27. But the Anointin 

which ye have received of Him, abideth \y 

You: and ye need not that any Man teach by 

you But as the ſame Anointing teacheth yu ;, 

e all things, and is Truth, and is no Lie, of 

and even as it hath taught gon, ye ſhall abi 

au Him. ha 

Now what is this Und&iop, but the Roy: 

Gifts and Saving Grace of the HOLY 

GHOST, beſtow'd upon all True Chi 

1 ſtians in their Degree, and here alcrib( 

even to the Little Children or Babes in 

CHRIST For theſe all enjoy ſuch; 

Meaſure of Divine Grace, here call'd the 

Unttion, as 1s: neceſſary for their Salys 

tion; tho indeed they as yet fall ſhort « 

that larger Meaſure of Heavenly Gil 

which greater Proficients in Chriſtianiy 
enjoy. 

And that no one may be offended. i 

: this ſhort Explanation of the Text, it my 

be well obſerv'd, That altho' the Extraon 

vary aud Miraculous Gifts of the HOLY 

GHOST icem to be the moſt Noble and 

Excellent; yet they are not ſo indeed: Bu 

His Ordinary Gifts of Faith, Hope, aol 

Charity, (which are common to all tru 

Chriitians ) are far tuperior to them, aa 

by conſequence much more to be valu'd and 

deſird than they; as plainly enough ap 

Pears from 1 Cor, * xi, & xiii. 4 

1 
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ml And whoſoever is endued with theſe 
1 moſt excellent Divine Qualities, he is here- 
al by enabled to under ſtand all Things neceſ- 
YE ery for him to lem, as St. Tal wlemok 
4e Heffrms. With whom St. Paul contents, 
bia in 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10. As it is written, Eye 
bath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither haue 
yalMentred into the Heart of Man, the Things 
vbich GOD hath prepared for them, that 
lrve Him : But GO D hath revealed . 
mo us by. His SPI RAT. Upon 
which laſt Words St. Chryſo flome chus Som- 
ent: 
Then how came we to E bene; 
0 D hath revealed them unto us you. 
SPIRIT, Not by outward Wikdoa : ow 
lhe, like a deſpiſed Handmaid, was not 
permitted to come in and behold the My» 
leries of the LORD2 Do you fee what 


9 4 wide Difference there is between the. one 
mad the other? The iward Wiſdom has 
* aught us Things unknown to the Angels 


hemſelves; but the outward has acted quite 
ontrary : She has not only faild of Teach- 
0g us, but has like wiſe hinder d us, and 
| ken us away from the Truth. And. 
true has ſhaded and darken d what hach been 
fected for us, waking the Croſs of 10 
fect. 

Again, ver. 15, 16. But be that is 7 iri- 
al judgeth all Things, yet he lame is judged 


St. Chryſo Noms Expoſition upon the forme 
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of no May. For who hath known the Mind of We 
the LORD, that he may inſtruct Hin 
But we have the Mind of CHRIST. Here bi 
ſhews, That tho? no Man in his Natural Statt 
can penetrate into the State of a Converted 
Soul, or into the Counſel of GOD in ay 
reſp eck: Yet a faithful Obriſtian, having 
the Mind or Will of CHRIS T revealed u 
him by the HOLY GHOST, is able u 

judge rl of ſuch Things as concern him 
ſelf and others; and that, whether they be 
pious or impious. * | 

And here let me preſent the Reader wit 


of theſe two Verſes. 
„ For he that ſees, diſcerns all chil 
indeed that belong to himſelf; and beſida 
thoſe, he alſo beholdeth the Circumſtanot 
and Condition of one that doth not ik 
But none of thoſe who are ſpiritually bling 
can fee into the State of him that enjoj! 
and exerciſes ſpiritual Sight. And ſo noy 
we indeed know all Things that concert 
either ourſelves, or them that do not be 
lieve ; but they have no Underſtanding 
our Condition. For we know the Natut 
of Things preſent, the Excellency of Thing 
to come, and what ſhall become of tf 
World at laſt ; what Sinners ſhall undergo 
and what the Righteous ſhall enjoy. We 
beth know that Temporal Things are of a 
| Wort 
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worth, and reprove their Vileneſs; ( for 
Tudging implies Reproving:) And we under- 
and, that Things to come, are ſubject 
neither to Death nor Change. The Spiri- 
tual Perſon knows all theſe Things; both 
what the Natural Man ſhall ſuffer, when he 
is gone thither ; and what the Faithful ſhall 
enjoy, when he is departed hence: Nothing 
of all which is anderſtood by the Natural 
Man. 

You may ſee much more to the ſame 
Purpoſe in this Father's 7th Zomily upon 
1 Cor. And I believe it will be well worth 
your while. 5 | OL 

By this time I think J have demonſtrated, 
That a pious Perſon hath a right Underſtand- 
ing of Spiritual and Divine Objects, and 
that tbe Secret of the LORD is with the prov. iii. 
Righteous, Wherefore altho' 1 might pro- 32 
duce ſeveral other Arguments, to give the 
attentive Reader farther Satisfaction; I ſhall 
now only add a few Divine Teſtimonies, 
and then conclude this Chapter with An- 
ſwering an Objection, and recommending 
a Form of Prayer. £4 
Then let us obſerve how St. Paul ſpeaks 
„in Rom. xv. 14. J myſelf alſo am perſwaded 
F you, my Brethren, that ye alſo are full of 

Goodneſs, filled with all Knowledge, able alſo 
to admoniſh one another. Where he firſt de- 
clares them to be full of Goodneſs ; and then, 
| to 


do offer up both our Bodies and our Souls for 
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to be filled with all Knowledge, Neitherl m 
can Goodneſs or Charity, and the Knowledglf Bc 
of Divine Truth, be ſeparated one from the he 


n 
, 


other. 7 „ 
W herefore the ſame Apoſtle gives the fol Nou 
lowing good Advice, in Rom. xii. 1, ,. 
I] beſeech you therefore, Brethren, by the Mer 
cies of GOD, that ye preſent yourſelves à livin 
Sacrifice, holy, acceptable anto GOD, whit 
15 your reaſonable Service. And be not cu 
formed to this World: but be ye transforme 
by the renewing of your Mind; that ye mg 
prove what is that good, and acceptable nl 
perfect Will of GO D. From whence it i 
evident, That the right Way to obtain de 
certain Xnowledge of GOD's Holy Will, tc 


His Service; and to renounce the Work 
and renew our Minds and Affections by He 
Grace, according to His Word. YI. 
Tor this is the proximate End of al 

Religion, as appears from x Tini. i. 5. M. 
the End of the Commandment is Charity, ol 
of a pure Heart, and of a good Confcientt, 
and of Faith unfeigned. Of which Text wt 
may hear St. Auſtin ſpeak thus: Where 
fore every one that knows the End of tit 
Commandment, to be Charity out of a putt 
Heart, a good Confcience, and Faith unfeiqned;i 
and will refer all his Uzderſtanding of thee 
Divine Scriptures to thoſe Three Principles ea 
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ner may ſecurely attempt the Study of thoſe 
% Books. For when he had mention'd Charity, 
theſl he added, out of a pure Heart; that we 

may love nothing elſe but that which we 
fol-MWought to love. And he joind, a good Con- 
1 cience, with reſpeCt to Hope. For he that 
ſer. Wis troubled with an evil Conſcience, deſpairs 
in of obtaining that which he believes and loves. 
bi ird, He ſpeaks of Faith unfeigned: Be- 
co cauſe if our Faith be ſincere, then we both 
mei love what we ought to love; and by lead- 
no ing a good Courſe of Life, we hope, fo as by 
ano means to be diſappointed of our Hope. 


it i And in Eph. i. having mention'd our Re-. 


demption by the Blood of CHRIST, and 
the great Benefits that He hath purchas'd 
for us; the Apoſtle informs us in the gth 
Verſe, That G OD hath made known unto us 
the Myſtery of His Will. e . 


Moreover, As true Charity is a moſt cer- 


f Main ſign of ſincere Piet); fo is true Know- 
Nui e⸗ge an inſeparable Companion of Chriſtian 
„Charity. For thus we are exhorted in 
ence! Fob. iv. 7. to love one another: becauſe 
t weſW-Love is of GO P; and every one that loveth, 
here's born of GOD, and knoweth GOD. © 
Ft Now if the Reader would be farther ſatis- 
punfed of the Truth maintain'd in the pre- 
wed; Wccding Chapter, and in this, he may take 
F thee Pains, or rather indeed the Pleaſure, ro 


ples read and conſider Biſhop Taylor's Via Intel- 
ma) TY 


ligentiæ, 
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at London, 1662. with an excellent Preſa Mi 
to it. 


Dr. Cudworth's Sermons upon 1 Job. ii. 374 


upon the ſame Subject. 


Opinion? 


haps about ſome controverted Points, whic 
are better uzderſtood by them that have mad 


An ESSAY upon © 
ligentis, which is a learned and piou 
Sermon of his upon Joh. vii. 17. Preachgl 
before the Univerſity of Dublin, and Printed 


And *twill be no leſs worth while to peru 


Printed at the End of his Diſcourſe concernin 
the true Notion of the LO R'D's Supper, $" 
the 24 Edition: And 'tis to be ſeen x 
the End of ſome Editions of his [ztellefud 
Syſtems, | | 

Thoſe Two great Divines have aflerte( 
the ſame Doctrine in general, that is mor 
largely explaind and apply'd in this Treatil 
which yet I have properly enough Intitulk 
An Ess Ax, becaule it contains but a ſmil 
Part of what might be faid very pertinent 


But if regenerate Perſons have a right Us 
derſtanding of Divine Objects; What is tht 
Cauſe that pious Men frequently differ i 


In the Eſſential Points of Chriſtian Do 
ctrine and Practice they generally agree; all 
they differ only about tome more abſtrul 
and myſtical Texts of Holy Writ; or pet 


great 


\ — 
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greater Progreſs in the Chriſtian Religion, 
han by others, who fall ſhort of theſe in 
Piety : AS ſhall. be made out, with Divine 
fact id, in the next Chapter, under the Second 
Herence. | 


[7 
2 14 2 
A 


rue And ſuch Differences are compoſed, when 
„en advance in Piety, fo as to underſtand 
nin hat they did not know before: According 
dag that of St. Paul, Phil. iii. 15. Let us there- 
1 «More, as many as be perfect, be thus minded : 
uind if in any thing ye be. otherwiſe minded, 


50 D ſhall reveal even this unto you. 

In the mean time, they that are truly 
Pow, will live in the Exerciſe of Charity; 
ot preſuming upon their own Anowlegge, 


the next Verſe ; Nevertheleſs, whereto we 
ave already attained, let us walk by the 
ne Rule, let us mind the ſame Thang : 


that is, Let us all agree in Unity and 
5 tW-harity, and maintain the Bond of Peace 
r Mviolable in the Church of CHRIST, 


nd all endeavour to glorifie GOD, and 
ork out our own Salvation ; though ſome 


degrees of Wiſdom and Piety as others have 
—_ —_. | 

And thus the Strong muſt bear with the 
ear; and the Weak muſt forbear envying 
madnd cenſuring the Strong: Rom. chap. xiv, 
reate 1 & xv. 


ut waiting upon GO D, to inſtruct them 
arther in His Truth: As it follows there, 


f us have not yet attain d to ſo high 


va 
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& xv. 1 Cor. viii. chap. x. ver. 24, 25.08 4/ 
Moe: | mot fi . 
In fine, We are inform'd by the Rod 
Prophet, Plal. xxv. 14. That the Secret 

the LORD is with them that fear Him, 
and He will ſhew them His Covenant, © 


The 'PRATER, 4 
To be "uſed only by ſach Perſons, 45, 11 


ſerious impartial Examination of themſeh 
find the SPIRIT of GOD © beariy 
Witneſs with their Spirit, that they-at 
the Children of GO D, Rom. viii; 16. 


'N Al Erciful LORD GOD, the Ful 
IVI of Oar Lord FESOUS CHRISM 
I moſt humbly and heartily thank Thee, 
1Pet. it hath pleaſed Thee to call me out of Dark" 
* . into Thy marvellous Light; that Thou hi 
by the Powerful Operation of Thy S PIRI 
* upon my Heart, and by the Divine Force ii 
Energ) of Thy Holy Word, to open mine Ei 
Acts xvii. and turn me from helliſh Darkneſs to Heal 
#3. Light, from the Power of Satan unto GOD 
1 that I might receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, | 
if Inheritance among them that are ſar tified! 
Faith that is in Thee, 9 9805 
O give me Grace to make a right Uſe of ( 
Thy Gifts, for the Honour of Thy Nun” 
4 
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2nd the Good of my own and ot her Men's im- 
mortal Souls. Grant that I may not Le Higb. Rom. xi. 
minded, but fear; leſt ſwelling with odious 
Pride, and arrogating that Praiſe and Glory + v0 
to myſelf, which is due to Thee alone, I fall 1 Tim. = 
into the Condemnation of the Devil; and left, iii &. 1 
by abuſing Thy Gifts and Graces to Thy Diſ- 
onour, I forfeit all thy Bleſſings, and all my 
Jope of Eternal Life, 188 
Enable me to perſevere in the Truth; leſt 
by fnning wilfully againſs Thee, after I have 


ttain d to ſome Degree of true Knowledge, 


a nd have learn d to diſcern between Good Hebr. v. 
y n Evil, I draw down 4 more heavy andi 
6. NVreadful Judgment upon myſelf ; by forſaking 


hee, after Thou haft been pleaſed thus to en- 
ten me with Thy Grace. " 

1518 4»4 O Merciful Heavenly Father, as Thou 
„taten Pity on me 4 miſerable Sinner, 

rin haſt ſbined upon me with the Light of 

e Countenance, for the ſake of Our Lord 

NI Saviour FESUS CHRIST; fo, I 

ce Met humbly and earneſtly beſeech Thee, to let | 
e San of Righteouſneſs, who is the Bright. Hebr. i. 3. 
/ of Thy Glory, and the expreſs Image of [a 
> 008 / Perſon, ariſe with healing in his Wings, Mal. iv. 2. * 
ys, laminate all the dark Corners of the 5 Nv 
ifed| arth with the ſaving Knowledge of Thy Joh. xvii. | 
; | 3. 

ſe 
Ni 


ruth. 
Convert Thine ancient People the Jews, aud Rom. xi. 
ig in the Fulneſs of the Gentiles ; that . 
i 2 they 


f | 
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2 Pet. ii. they may all eſcape the Pollutions of the World 


* 20 


viour J 


col. i. 12, Inheritance of 


Thou haſt delivered them alſo from the Pony 


13. 


Concluſ. 


"I the Knowledge of the Lord and $6 
ESUS CHRIST; and ſo mg 
bie made capable of obtaining a Part in th 
the Saints in Light, when 


of Darkneſs, and tranſlated them into ti 


Kingdom of Thy Dear SON; To Win 
with Thee and 3 HOLY GHOST,k | 


all Honour and Glory, World without en 
Amen. 


* 


CHAP. Iv. ; 
I COME now to draw ſome ute 


Inferences from the foregoing Dj 
courſe. 


the Nature and Subject of True Knowle 
and a Sound Judzment, we may well c 
clude, Thit no unconverted Sinner ſhou! 
preſume upon his own Ability, either 


treat of any Divine Subject himſelf, ori 


cenſure the pious Works of other Men. fi 
unto the Wicked, GOD faith, What 
thou to do to declare my Statutes, or that th 


| ſrouldſt take my Covenant in thy Mouth? l 


ing thou hateſt Inſtruction, and caſteſt # 
Words behind thee, Plal. l. 16, 17. 


Inde 


And, Firſt, From what hath been Grad , 


nde 
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Indeed, tis a moſt preſumptuous and 
unreaſonable Attempt in him that is deſti- 


tute of Chriſtian Faith, to Write or Diſcourſe 


of the Articles of Faith ; or in him that 
leads an impious Courſe of Life, to preſcribe 
the Way and Means of leading a pious Life; 
or for one who is no true and found Mem- 
ber of the Church, (as no wnregenerate Perſon 
is) to maintain the Rights of the Church, 
by Writing or Diſputing in her behalf; or, 
n ſhort, for him who is not enlighten'd by 
the SPIRIT of GOD, (as no unconverted 
dinner is) to treat of any Divine Subject 
whatſoever : ſince it is a known Rule of 
Interpretation, that he who attempts to ex- 
Main the Meaning of any Author, ought to 


now and conſider his 4feftions from which 


ie Writes ; but certainly no impiou Man 
ihtly underſtands the Affections of the Holy 


ea men, which were Heavenly and Divine. 


and the Experience of all Ages ſadly teſtifies 


yhat groſs Blunders, what prodigious Er- 


ors, what abominable Hereſies, ſuch Per- 


ons have broach'd, to the Diſhonour of 


OD, and the Hindrance of the Goſpel. 
hich cannot be mention d without Hor- 
or and Aſtoniſhment, and which we are 
aught by our Church to deprecate, ſaying 
n the Litany, © From all Sedition, Privy 
Conſpiracy, and Rebellion, from all fal/e 


Doctrine, Hereſy, and Schiſm, from Hardneſs 


13 9 
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Duty of Man, in the Lively Oracles, \ vii 
n. 4. conſents to the Truth of this ſorroy. 


* of Heart, and Contempt of Thy Word 


themſelves to its Guidance; bur it darkenf 


and myſterious Parts of Scripture, whe 


«© 2nd Commandment, Good LORD de. 
„„ 3 
And the Excellent Author of 'The Whol, 


ful Obſervation. © The Scripture ( fays he] 
like the Pillar of Fire and Cloud, enlighten 
the Iſraelites, thoſe who ſincerely reſig 


and confounds the Egyptians, Exod. xiv. 23 
And 'tis frequently feen, that thoſe wh 
read only to become knowing, are toll'd a 
by their Curioſity, into the more abſtri 


they tangle themſelves in inextricable Man 
and Confuſions; and inſtead of acquirir 
a more ſuperlative Xzowledge, loſe thoſe eiſ 
and common Notions, which lie obvious 
every plain well-meaning Reader. I ſe 
this Age affords too many and too frequel 
Inſtances of this, in Men who have l 
GOD in the midſt of His Word, an 
ſtudied Scripture till they have renouncdi 
Author.” . 
Since therefore he that is not guided 
the Grace of GOD is ignorant of Spiritil 
Things; ſuch a one may not, muſt 10 
under the Penalty of GO D's ſevere at 
terrible Judgment, preſume to cesſure ti 
Diſcourſes or Writings of pious 2 
NY ul 
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F who having the Spirit of Faith, have believed Pal. av i. 
4 and ſpoken the Truth of GOD; and are 2 Cor. iv. [ | 
"WY therefore indeed far above the Cenſure of 13. Ib | 


„J them, who »ot having the Spirit of CHRIST, Rom, viii. 
„ere none of Hu, nor any way qualified to 1 


judge of Divine Myſteries. 
And ſuch Men have reaſon to tremble 
at the Denunciation of GO D's Judgment 
by the Prophet 1/azah, chap. v. ver. 20, 21. 
Wo unto them, that call evil Good, and Good 
evil ; that put darkneſs for Light, and Light 
of darkneſs ; that put bitter for Sweet, and 
Sweet for bitter | Wo unto them that are 
wiſe in their own eyes, and prudent in their 
own fight ! VVV 
Yet there have been many bold Criticſs, 


who have ventur'd to cenſure the Works of 


great and pious Divines, which they never 
uderſtood: But being ignorant of their own 


Vorance, as well as of the true Meaning 


df what they undertook to examine and 
udge, they have groſly contradicted the 
Truth, and fo bewray'd their own Weak- 
eſs and Malice together ; and have both 
xpoſed themſelves to the Diſpleaſure of 
\lmighty GOD, and render'd themſelves 
Objects of Pity before Men, inſtead of get- 
Ing ſuch Honour and Reputation, or other 
ecular Advantages, as they deſignd to ac- 
Juire by their preſumptuous Cenſure, and 
ah Judgment. ** 

e 14 : an 
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And therefore all true Chriſtians being 
aware of this, ought to perſiſt in their Be. 
lief and Practice of our Holy Religion, 
notwithſtanding the Oppoſition of ſuch 
Pretenders to Learning and Anowleage; 
who, as St. Paul obſerves in Rom. xvi. 18. 
5 good Words and fair Speeches deceive th 
Hearts of the Simple. They pretend | ty 
great Skill in Philoſophy ; and from - certain 
falſe Principles and unreaſonable Prejudice 
that they have once imbib'd, they dray 
many falſe Concluſions, quite contrary ty 
| Eph. ir. the Truth as it is in 7 ESUS. And then 
21+ ſwelling with exceſſive Pride, they nt 
only entertain falſe Notions themſelve 
but endeavour likewiſe to impoſe them o 
others. n 115 9 
But they are not to be regarded, whe 
they put a wrong Conſtruction upon the 
Holy Scriptures, and oppole the better lv 
terpretation which is given vs by piows aof 
able Judges of Spiritual Things: That Ca 
er. 14. henceforth be vb more Children (in Under Ce 
ſtanding,) rofſed to and fro, and carrie 
cn” about ( xAuBw2 er 2 rege 9 perch, lik 
9. a Veſſel in a Storm) with every Win 
of Doctrine, by the Slight of Men, and cm 
ning Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait 
decetve. | 1 i» 388 
See Jude And farther, Becauſe wicked Men, wh 
. 17 are indeed Enemies to the Truth, and . 
er: ch as the 


av * 
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the Croſs of CHRIST, are therefore na- 
turally dispos'd to ſet themſelves againſt 
that Doctrine, which is moſt conformable 
to the true Meaning of G O D's Word, we 
ſhould conceive a better Opinion of any 
pious Writing or Diſcourſe, and ſet a greater 
Value upon it, when we find it aſſaulted 
and undermin'd by ſuch ſubtile Adverſaries, 
than before; ſince their malicious Attempts 
are excited by the Hatred they bear to Di- 
vine Truth, which we may therefore expect 
with ſo much the greater Certainty, to 
find in thoſe Writings, that Men of ſuch 
baſe Principles oppoſe. For the Object ions 
they raiſe againſt the Truth, are ſo far 
from weakening it, that they rather confirm 
it, by reſiſting it only out of Ignorance, Pre- 
udice and Malice. | 


iu But if the Caution laid down by Chr. Tho- 
„eus, Prax. Log. c. 4. n. 11. be worthy 


auf Regard (as indeed it is) in any other 
t we Caſe; it is much more ſo, with reſpect to 
nder Compoſures upon Divine Subjefls. © Fudge 
not (ſays he) of Writings that belong to 
likefWany particular Diſcipline, unleſs you under- 
Jiu and that Diſcipline exactly yourſelf.” 
con Wherefore it is very proper for every unre- 
uit generate Perſon to obſerve this Caution, and Manum de 
not venture to judge of any Queſtion in _ 
Divinity, whereof he is ſo very ignorant, as " 
1d U hath been made out; but to dread the i 
js Thovghts _— 


Thoughts of falling under the juſt. Cenſur, 
5 and incurring the dreadful Penalties, that 
are, with Divine Authority, denounced 2. ; 
gainſt them in the Epiſtle of St. Jude. 5 


Concluſ. Secondly, From the Premiſes it follows, 4 

II. That as Piety encreaſes, ſo Knowledge vil c 

 encreaſe ; according to Our Sawour's Pro. 

miſe in Matth. xiii. 12. Whoſoever hath, 1 

bim ſhall be given; and he ſhall have mon 1 

abundance. For as he that practiſes the Chr. 

ſtian Religion has a true Experimental Us 

derſtanding of it, proportionable to his H 

delity in improving the Means of Grag 5 
conferr'd upon him by the Goodneſs « 

GOD; ſo the more he advances in H. 

lineſs of Life, the greater Spiritual WiſdmM 

| he obtains, according to that of Hebr.nM,, 

- 13, 14. Every one that uſeth Milk, is wi x. 

Skilful in the Word of Righteouſneſs ; for ui A 

is a Babe. But ſtrong Meat belongeth to then pr 

that are of full Age, even thoſe who by reqſa 70 

" of Uſe have their Senſes exerciſed to diſcen yo 

both Good and Evil. From whence may be 7 

gather d, Firſt, That there are different D. ,, 

grees of Chriſtianity ; and that they wo ae 

have made but ſmall Progreſs in Virtue ani 2, 

Piety, may well be compard to Infants; 

but they that have far advanc'd therein, to} 

Perſons of full Age. Secondly, That the 

former, for want ot Experience, are wp 
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ml of learning only the plain Fundamental and 


hat Initial Principles of Religion; as appears 1 
i farther from Heby. vi. x. But the latter, - | | 
by Exerciſe and Experience, have attain'd vl 
to much greater Maturity of Judgment and | 
Ability to underſtand the Myſteries of 3 
vi CHRIST. For by Mili here, is meant I 


MF vlain eaſy Doctrine, ſuited to the Capacity 
Hof young Catechumen's or Beginners: By 
ſtrong Meat, the profound Myſteries, that 
are fit Objects of their Contemplation, who 
are taught by happy Experience, to diſtin- | 
BE guih berween Good and Evil, both in 9 
108 Theory and Practice. 0 
 d And how the Encreaſe of Knowledge is 
link'd together with the Encreaſe of Piety, 
we are farther inſtructed by Col. i. 9, ro. Eo 
where St. Paul, having mention'd their | al 
Faith in the 45 their Piety and Knowledge | | 
in the 6*), and their Charity in the 8* Verſe, | 
proceeds thus: For this cauſe wg alſo, fince 
the day we beard it, do not ceaſe to pray for 
you; and to defire that ye might be filled with 
the Knowledge of His Will, in all Wiſdom 
«nd Spiritual Underſtanding : That ye might 1 
walk worthy of the LO RD wnto all pleaſing ; 3d 
being fruitful in every good Work, and en- 
creaſing in the Knowledge of GOD. 
Where we may obſerve, Firſt, The | | 
Apoſtle pray d, That they who had already | 
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atiamd to ſome Degree of Knowledge, might 
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be filled with it; which implies, their ma. x, 
king very great Progreſs in it. Secondly, N tic 
Wiſdom which relates to Practice, and Si. N D. 
ritual Underſtanding which relates to Theory, p. 

are join d together. And, Thirdly, By lead. 


ing a Courle of Life anſwerable to the high * 
Obligations they had receiv'd from GOD Mc: 
and acceptable to Him, they might na / 
only become fruitful in every good Work MM; 
but alſo might encreaſe in the Knowledge « all 
GOD. And what is this but to jon. 
Practice and Kyowledge together; determinM;;; 
ing, that whoſoever improves in the formen pr. 
will improve likewiſe in the latter at the th. 
ſame time? BE 7 
Again, Coloſ. ii. 1, 2, 3. J would that y Sp 

| Knew what great Conflict I have for you, aul qu 
| for them at Laodicea, and for as many uMof 
have not ſeen my face in the fleſh : That tlei En 
Hearts might be comforted, being knit togethW = 

in Love, and unto all Riches of the full Af. the 


rance of Ullder/ſtanding, to the Acknowledamet 
of the Myſtery of GO D, and of the Fathe, 
and of CHRIST; in Whom are hid al 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Ryowleagt 
Here the Apoſtle moſt earneſtly deſires ti 
Conſolation of thoſe Primitive Chriſtians 
by the Encreaſe of their Charity, and tif 
Perfection of their Anowledge. And wt 
may take notice, Firſt, That the Exercit 
of Chriſtian Love, is the way to oy th, 
"yr | | | Hol: 
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ha. ¶ Anowledge of the Myſtery of our Red emp- 
tion by CHRIST. Secondly, That Three 
i. Degrees of Proficiency are intimated in this \ | 
y, Place. 1. Underſtanding, | obꝰeng:] 2. Full nn 
ad. ¶ Aſſurance, | TAnegpopiz :] 3. All Riches, | 
gh WM | 755 r , ] or a vaſt Extent of moſt | þ 
D Wcertain confirmed Knowledge ': and Under- vi 
not i /anding of all the Sacred Myſteries con»  - i 
rt, Wtzin'd in the Goſpel, And, Thirdly, That = 
all the ineſtimable Treaſures of Wiſdom and . _ 1 
on Anowiedge, that is, of Solid Prety and Spi- 
nig ritual Underſtanding are hid in CHRIST. 9 
nen rrom whence we may boldly conclude, | 
tie that they are conceal'd from every Man, "lk 
who is not guided and illuminated by the I 
spirit of CHRIST ; and by conſe- | 
a quence, from all that lead an ill Courſe 0 
„or Life, and are therefore Strangers and = 
lei Enemies to CHRIST, N 1 Ki 
the See more to this Purpoſe in Epheſ. i. from | Jil 
Ache 15 Verſe to the End. Chap. iii. 14 IR 
19. incluſively; and Chap. iv. 7 24. 1 
inclu.. 2 Pet. i. 2 a: 7 | 
St. Auguſtine was ſo well ſatisfied of the _—_ 
different Degrees of Chriſtian Kyowledge, | 
ind of the Proportion they bear to our 


ia Attainments in the Practice of our Holy j 
thehhReligion; that he has particularly de- ' 
| Welſcrited ſeven Degrees leading up to the Per- , 
rcuietion of Heavenly Wiſdom. © Therefore, De Deer. b | 
„(ys he) above all things, it is neceſſary c,. K- k 
(1400: | | to | 
l 


a 


1 De- 
Sgrec. 


neceſſarily put us upon thinking of ou 


| Second, 


Third. 


bour for GO D's ſake: And that he ought 
to love GOD with all his Heart, with zl 


the Motions of Pride, by nailing the Fleſ 


us for our Sins; and when we do not under 


For every one that ſtudies the Holy Scriþ 


he finds nothing elſe but this, That h 
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to: 15 converted by the Fear of G0, to his 
the Knowledge of His Will, in reſpect o do 
whatever He bath commanded us either to Io 

deſire or to avoid. And that Fear mull N ht 


Mortality, and conſidering that we mut 
Die: And it muſt of neceſſity cruciſy al 


as it were, to the Croſs. 

Next, Religious Meekneſs is requiſite 
chat we may not contradict the Word « 
G OD, as we ſhall otherwiſe. be apt to do; 
when we underſtand it, becauſe it reprovet 


ſtand it, becauſe we imagine ourſelves abi 
to apprehend Things better, and judge « 
them more accurately, than we find then 
there deſcrib d. But we ought rather 0 
think and believe that to be better 20 
truer, which is written there, altho? we d 
not perceive the Meaning of it, than whit 
we can diſcover of ourſelves. 

After theſe Two Degrees of Fear an 
Piety, we come to the Third Degree d 
Anowledge, of which I intend now to treat 


ture, is exercisd in that Degree; wherell 


ought to love both GO D, and his Neigh 


hi 
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his Soul, and all his Mind ; and his Neigh- 
bour as himſelf; in ſuch a manner, as'to 


love both his Neighbour and himſelf, in re- 


lation and ſubordination to G OD. ''There- 
fore it is neceſſary for every one, * firſt, to 


find by the Scriptures, that he is intangled 
in the Love of this World, or of Temporal - 


Things, falling far ſhort of that great Love 


of GOD and his Neighbour, which the 


Scripture itſelf enjoins. And farther, That 
Tear which makes him think of the Judg- 
ment of GO D, and that Pzety which makes 
him believe and obey the Authority of the 
Sacred Books, compels him to lament his 
own Miſery : For that Awowledge of good 
_ cauſes a Man to Mourn, and not to 
Boaſt. | 112 


With which Affection, he, by earneſt 


Prayer, obtains the Conſolation of Divine 
Aſſiſtance, to keep him from — into 
Deſpair. And ſo he enters upon the Fourth 
Degree, The State of Fortitude; wherein he 


deadly Pleaſure taken in Tranſitory Things; 
and turns away from that, to the Love of 
Eternal Objects, even to the Unchangeable 
ONE in THREE. PEE 
Which having beheld, according to his 
Ability, ſhining at a diſtance ; and having 
diſcover'd himſelf unable to endure that 
| Light, 


hungers and thirſts after Righteouſneſs. For 
by this Affection, he gets free from the 


The 


Fourth. 
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Light, becauſe his Sight is too week to 
bear the Splendor crak; he comes up to 
the Fifth Degree, The Counſel of Mercy, 
where he purifieth his Soul, which is ſome: 
thing difturbd and uneaſy with itſelf, upon 
account- of the Pollution it has contracted 
from the Deſire of Inferior Objects: Where 
upon he diligently exerciſes Love to hö 
Neghbovur, and brings it to Perfection. 

And now being fill d with Hope, and migh 
| tily fortified: by attaining. even to the Loy 


of his Enemy, he gets up to the Sixth De 


gree; And there he cleanſeth his Eye, where 
With GOD may be ſeen, as plain as tk 
can be ſeen, by them, who die to this Woll 
as much as they are able. For ſo far s 
they die to this World, they ſee ; but f 
far as they live to the World, they do n0 
ſee. And therefore, altho' the Sight of thi 
Light begins to appear now more Certall 
and more pleaſant than ever it did befare 
yet tis ſaid to be ſeen obſcurely, as in 
| Glaſs : Becauſe we walk more by Fail 
than by Sight, while we ſojourn as Stra 
gers and Pilgrims in this Life, altho ol 
Converſation, is in Heaven, However, i 
this Degree, the ſo purifies the Eye of hi 

Heart, as not to prefer even his Neighbol 
Before the Truth, or ſuffer him to ſtand i 
Competition with it. And he deals will 


ion 


ine 


he) 


bimſelf alſo in this reſpect, as he does with _ 
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to Inis Neighbour whom he loveth as himſelf. 
to Therefore ſuch a holy Perſon will have ſuch 
ſincere purified Heart, that he will not be 
lrau n aſide or forced away from the Truth, 


Men, or to avoid any Temporal Loſs or 
\fliction, that might otherwiſe fall upon 
himſelf. | 

Such a Son of Wiſdom aſcends to the 


g. aſt and Seventh Degree, which he enjoys, 
oefffvith Peace of Conſcience, and Tranquility 
Def Mind. For, the Fear of the LORD is 
ere he beginning of Wiſdom: And they that 


degin with the Fear of the LORD, and 
als through thoſe ſeveral Degrees, attain 


dt. Auſtin. 
Now let us turn to 1 Cor. i. 4, 5, 6. 1 thank 


thi GO D always ( fays Si. Paul) on jour 
ul, for the Grace of G O D which is given 
7 br FESUS CHRIST; that in every 
ng ye are enriched by Him in all utterance, 
ai in all Knowledge : even as the Teſtimony of 


ran H ARI SJ was confirmed in you, Whence 
ve may learn, That thoie who were moſt 


r, Mus among the Corinthians, enjoy d a high 
i Degree of Spiritual Knowledge, in Propor- 
bollion to that [nward Experimental, Con» 
1d Wincing Proof of the Holy Goſpel, which 


bey had obtain'd by their Obedience 
Wo the Spirit of GOD, who both at- 
uy ot tracted 
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by any deſire to pleaſe and gratify other 


o Wiſdom by thoſe Means.” Thus far 


Seventh. 
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tracted their Will, and enlighten d their Un. hr 


derſtanding. St 


Theſ. Cr. 
atque Ag. 
L 2. c. 2. 


And that Knowledge encreaſes and de. th 
creaſes with Piet), may be inferrd from M 
that famous Tranſaction at Aut ioch, where tai 
certain Judaizing Chriſtians would have as 
compell'd the Gentiles that were converte 
to Chriſtianity to be Circumcis d; contra 
to the Liberty that Our Saviour had pu 
chaſed for them, by fulfilling the Cen 
monial Law in his own Perſon; which wy 
then abrogated, ſo that no Chriſtian was l 
is oblig'd to keep it. Yet thoſe Men, out 
of a Carnal Principle, ſome of them 
avoid Perſecution by flattering the Jew 
and others to enſnare the Chriſtians then 
ſelves, would have laid that heavy Lol 
upon the Necks of the Diſciples: And lf 
mong the reſt, St. Peter and St. Bande 
fell into that great Error, as we find i 
Gal. ii. 11 —— 14. incluſive. 

Now I do not believe they really chout 


Circumciſion neceſſary for the Salvation i 1 
the Converted Gentiles, No, that was ar. 
their Miſtake ; but they were at this tin lia 
ignorant of the Guilt they drew upon then | 
ſelves, by joining with the Hypocrites, aim 
diſſembling as they did. And what betray! 
them into this Error, but their falling ſhall / 
of that Degree of true Pzety, and particWro 


larly of 2 which they ought! 
hai 


True KN OwI EDGE, &c, 
have exercis d at that time? Whereas 
St. Paul, by keeping bimſelf pure through 
the Grace of GOD, from the Fear of 
Man, and from other finful Affections, re- 


Itain'd the Integrity of his Judgment, as well 
as of his Converſation. 


St, Auſtin, who, when his Underſtanding 
Iwas greatly improv'd, by his Fidelity in 
endeavouring to glorify G OD, and purify 
himielf more and more for ſeveral Years, 
writ Two Books of Retraftations, wherein 


8 0 
out 
1 10 
eu 


he had written not only before his Bap- 
iſm, and after he was Baptiz d and become 


denen 0r:hodox Chriſtian; but alſo when he 
Las a Prieſt, and even when he was a Biſhop. 
d Which he would never have done, if his 
ab nwledge as well as Humility had not en- 


treas d proportionably to his Piety and 
Experience. 


bu 
d oi 


wel 
on 0 
ry i 
tim 
the 
7, al 
tray 
naß And yet this is very true, as may be 
iti roved thus: Human Learning being uſed 
ght Wright, is indeed an excellent Qualification; 

bal K 2 . 


Perhaps ſome may think it too great a 
Paradox, to affirm, That an unlcarned Chri- 
an knows more than one who excels him 
n Human Learning, tho he be inferior to 
im in Pzety. 


Another Example of this we have in 


he alters and corrects divers Paſſages, that 
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1 Cor. i. 
: 26, 27, 
, 29. . 


Human Learning, is plain from As iv, ij 
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and yet it qualifies no Man with true Know: 
ledge and a ſound Judgment in Spiritual 
Things, any farther than as it is ſanctiſied 
by Divine Grace. And whatever - Advan- 
tages it may ſeem to contribute, are more 
than balanc'd by the Prejudices and Hin: 
drances it lays in the way. So that ar 
many wiſe Men after the fleſh are obedient 
to the Voice of GOD calling them to 
Repentance and Eternal Life : But whik 
ſuch Perſons fooliſhly rejected the Word if 
the LORD, (Jer. viii. 9.) He hath choſa 
the fooliſh Things of the World to confound th 
wiſe ; that no fleſh ſhould glory in His Pre 
ſence. Wherefore, without doubt, a cen 
Chriſtian (tho anlearned)) has more Us 
derſtanding of Divine Myſteries, than on 
that hath leſs Piety, tho more Learnin 
than he. 5 \ 

That St. Peter and St. John were unlean 
ed and ignorant Men, with reſpe& tt 


thus renderd by Dr. Hammond in his Part 
phraſe : © And when they obſerv'd tf 


** Elocution and Freeneſs of Speech witli ! 
* which they taught, and withal conſide ud 
* ing that their Education had not th d 
elevated them above other Men, being! t 
neither skill'd in the Learning of 4 
** Jews, nor, as Men of Place and Mag 1. 


— 


ſtracy among them, inſtructed in then 


nin 
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& withal, they either remembred or were 
©« told, that they were thoſe that had been 
« attending on J ESUS, in his Life-time.” 
Yet certainly, not only they and the reſt 
of the Apoſtles and Miniſters of CHRIST, 
but even the moſt unlearned private Perſons 
amongſt the Chriſtians knew more of Di- 
vine Truth, than the moſt learned Scribe 
or Phariſee amongſt the Fews. Neither 
does St. Paul forbear charging himſelf with 
Ruorauce, when he makes mention of his 
own Unbelief, x Tim. i. 13. 

Human Learning is far from being ſuffi- 
cient to obtain a Spiritual Underſtanding, 
altho it may be of great Uſe to communis 


Nay, the more Learning a wicked Man 
dolſeſſes, the more tenacious he is apt to 
be of his own erroneous: Opinions. So 
that till he is humbled by true Repentance, 
and taught Divine Truth by Divine Grace ; 
e Will be farther oft from the Truth, than 
Pne that is leſs prejudiced againſt it by 


ate it to others after it is once obtain'd. 
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« Laws, they were amazed at it; but 


with Vain Conceit of his own Wiſdom and 
del Judgment. | YE wk YT Yn 
thus Neither do we here want the Teſtimony 


ram, who, in his Advancement of Learning, 


ff the moſt Noble and Learned Lord Ve. 


1. c. 1. propoſes Three very uleful Rules 
o keep Human Learning and Knowleage 
= 8 within 
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within due Bounds. The Firſt is, That 
we do not fo place our Felicity in Anon. 
ledge, as to forget our Mortality. The 
Second, That we make ule of our Run. 
ledge, to get Tranquility, not Perturbation, 
of Mind. The Third, That we do nit 
preſume. to think we may, by the Cop 
templation of Nature, attain to the Myſt 
exzot GO 0 
This Third Rule (ſays our Author) cal 
for a more exact Diſquiſition, and ſnoul 
not be lightly paſs d over. For if any Ma 
hopes, by taking a view of Senfible ani 
Material Things, to attain to ſuch a Ligh 
as may be ſufficient to reveal the Natur 
and Will of GOD; then he is deceiv' bf 
vain Philoſophy" indeed. For the Contem 
plation of Created Beings, produces Au 
{edge in reſpect of the Creatures themſelves; 
but with regard to GO, it produces on 

Wonder, which is an abrupt kind of Ann 
ledge. And therefore it was moſt ings 
niouſly ſaid by one of Plato's School, Thi 
the Senſes of Man bear a Reſemblance to th 
Sun, which indeed reveals the Terreſtri 
Globe; but ſeals up the Celeſtial Globe an 
Stars. So our Senſes diſcover Natur 
Things; but they ſhut up Divine Object 
And hence it hath come about, that ſome 
of the few more learned Men have fallen 
into Hereſy, whilſt they have attempte 
| | WE | Wil 
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ut to fly up to the Knowledge of Divine Things, 
mounted upon the waxen Wings of their 
he Senſes. | . : 


on Now you will fay, I can eaſily grant, 
na that an anlearned Man who is more pious, 
knows what another anlearned Man who is 
nM {eſs pious doth not underſtand ; and that a 


more pious learned Man &nows that which is 


all non to a leſs pious Man of equal Learn- 
ing: But can we ſupoſe, that a more pious 
Nane Man of leſs Learning, knows more than a 
au/ pious but more learned Man ? 


tun! Les, certainly: For no Man really knows 
any more of the Chriſtian Religion, than 
he finds confirm'd and ſeal'd upon his Heart, 
by the HOLY GHOST communicating 
lively active Faith to his Soul; which 
Vaith is continually encreasd by a happy 
Experimental Knowledge of Divine Truth. 
0 that one who exceeds in Piety, tho he 
falls ſhort in Human Learning, exceeds in 
nowledge and Judgment as much as in Faith 
and Experience: Whereas, whatever a 
earned Man knows only by Study, beyond 
is own Experience, and the Evidence of the 


WT & 
je ivine Spirit, is all borrow'd and taken up 
(omen Truſt. And no Man, (how learned 


loever) can be any greater Proficient in 
»owledge, than he is in Piety at the ſame 


135 


05 


Anſw. 


uss AS: e 


9 


time. Wherefore David ſpeaks thus Gf 


bimſelf, in P/al. cxix. 99, 100. J have mon 


Underſtanding than all my Teachers : for Th 
Teſtimonies are my Meditation. I underſtau 


more than the Ancients : becauſe I keep "Thi 


Precepts. 
Which ext is fo plain in itſelf, and ſ 


much for my Thefis, that it needs no E 


plication of mine; but rather excites m 


and 1 pray GOD it may allo effectuaq 


move my Reader, to labour after the ſerioy 


Application of it to ourſelves. 


And here it may not be amiſs to remem 
ber Two or Three Sayings of Cardinal Pool; 
ſet down by the learned Camden in hi 
Remains, under the Title of Wiſe Speechu 
When one asked Counſel of Cardinal Poul 


What Method and Way was beſt to be take 


to underſtand the obſcure Places in St. Paul 


Epiſiles > He anſwer'd him, He thought til 


beſt and ſhorteſt Way was, to read firſt th 


Latter Part of thoſe Epiſtles, which do intralf 


of Chriſtian Manners; and ander/tand it, ant 
expreſs it in Life and good Manners : And tha 
go unto the Firſt Part, where the Matten 
of Faith are ſubtilly and exactly handled: 
ſay ing, That GO D will give His SPIRI! 
of Underſtanding ſooneſt unto thoſe, that will 
all their whole Hearts ſeek to ſerve him. 
Having heard a certain Preacher of greil 
Name, who arrogated much to him 
* | al 


True KNOWLEDGE; &c. 
and did paſſingly pleaſe himſelf ; he was 
asked what he thought of the Man ? Poole 


firſt preach unto himſelf, and then afterwards 
| to others. 

From which Two Replies, it plainly ap- 
pears, that he thought Practice requiſite 


Ein order to Avowledge : And Þ wiſh all that 
me are of his Opinion in other Matters, would 
ih agree with him in this, upon which their 

Salvation does ſo much depend; and that 


they would take good Notice, and make 
a right Uie, of the following Paſſages, to 
be read in the ſame Place. 

| He uſed often to ſay, Thoſe which would 
betake themſelves unto the ſtudy of the boly 
Scriptures, ( which was as though they would 
go into the inner and ſecret Part of the Tem- 
ple ) muſt paſs through a low and narrow Door : 
For that no Man can atiain to the Under- 
landing of the Scriptares, that is proud and 


Excellency of Human Learning; but he 
[that bringeth Lowlineſs of Mind, and Con- 
tempt of himſelf, and yields his Under- 


Faith. | 


that would ſtudy the Sacred Scriptures ; 
That they ſhould ſpecially beware, that they 
never went to the reading of them with this 


flanding (as the Apoſtle faith ) captive unto 


juntent 


anſwer d, Well; but I would that he would 


W puffed up with the Sharpneſs of his Wit, or 


Of this alſo did he often admoniſh thoſe = 
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them to ſhew their Learning, and by that 
Knowledge to get them Honours and Riches; I dis 
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intent and mind, that they might diſpate_ of 


for both Purpoſes were very contrary to thi 


kind of Study : whereunto ought to be adhibi. 2 
ted, firſt, fervent Prayers ; then, a lowly Mind; ¶ the 


butes much more to the attainment d 


From whence it follows, That a pzous Mat 


and finally, an Heart void of all Ambitin i: 
and greedy Defire. "yy 191 


14 Here we ſee how much that eminent 
Perſon was of Opinion, That Piety conti 


Chriſtian © Knowledge, than Learning dos pri 


is more knowing than a learned Man, Wo : 
is inferior to him in Pzety and Experient WM: 


So that altho an uncorverted Perſon, thr: 


has the Advantage of Human Learning, d ver 
perhaps of Natural Parts, may be able u 

ſpeak more ſreely and ingeniouſly of ſom 
Divine Subject by Rote, than a pious Man MWD: 
who falls ſhort. of him in Elocution, car 
diſcourle of it from Experience: yet tin: 
latter really auderſtands it better, and too /, 
better -Purpoſe, than the former; and will 
continue ſo to do, till the other becoma = 
ſuch as he is. And farther, when one that 


is Jeſs pious Writes or Diſcourſes better, N. 


more ſubtilly, and more perſpicuouſly, :- 

Divine Things, than one that is more piou e 

than he; that is no Argument of his greate / 

Knowledge, but only of a greater Abiliy e / 
h | ro 


* 
* 
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at with his own Elocution, and ſet forth with 
WM divers Ornaments 3 whereof ſo many as 
bY go beyond his own ſolid Practical Inder- 
bi. Vancling, are borrow'd here and there from 
d; MW the Writings and Diſcourſes of other Chri- 


io expreſs his oun Sentiments, dreſ'd up 


in tins, who knew a great deal more than he 


mn But theſe are dangerous Notions, that 
may produce very ill Effects; encouraging 
private Perſons to ſet up their own Fudgment 


au for a Rule, and to deſpiſe and diſobey their 
bo Lzwful Syperzors, upon a Prefumprion, that 


their own Piety gives them a jult Precedency, 
nat and a Right to do whatever they think con- 
ag venient to be done. h 


my Theſe Notions are attended with no ſuch 
Danger, or ill Effects in the leaſt: For all 
that truly, practically and experimentally 
unlerſtand the Chriſtian Religion, have not 


That whoever is a wiſe Man, and endued with 
owlecge amongſt us, muſt ſhew out of a good 
Conver/ation his Works with Meekneſs of Vis 
Fm. But if we have bitter Envying and 
trife in our Hearts, we muſt not glery and 
he againſt the Truth. Becauſe this Wiſdom 
eſcendeth not from Above, but is earthly, 
enſual, deviliſh, For where Envying and 

1 Strife 


ſo learned CHRIST; but know very well, 


Anſi. 


Eph. iv. 
20. 


James iii. 
* 


14, 
TIF) 


16, 
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w 


13, 


ri, too well, to preſume upon a. high 


 fidering the End of their Converſation. Ve 


Work. For the Wiſdom that is from Above, 


Souls, as they that muſt give account : thi 
they may do it with joy, and not with grief : fi 
that is unprofitable for you. - 1 Theſ. v. 11, 


LORD, and admoniſh you; and to eſteemthel 
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Strife is, there is Confuſion, and every: evil 


is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eah 
to be intreated, full of Mercy and good Fruit 
without Partiality, and without Hypocriſ. 
And the Fruit of Righteouſneſs is ſown in Peay 
of them that make Peace, 51 
And ſuch true Chriſtian: know the Natur: 
of Chriſtian Humility, Obedience and Cha 


Opinion of their own Pzety and Fudgment, 
They have always, on the contrary, 1 
low. and mean Opinion of themſelves, and 
carefully obſerve the following Divine Pre 
cepts. it ; 

Febr. xiii. 7. Remember them which hav 
the Rule over you, who have ſpoken unto yu 
the Word of GO D : whoſe Faith follow, cu 


17. Obey them that have the Rule over yu 
and ſubmit yourſelves : for they watch for yat 


12, 13. Comfort yourſelves together, an 
edify one another, even as alſo ye do. And w 
beſeech you, Brethren, to know them wid 
labour among you, and are over you in il 


very highly in love for their Works ſake : anc 


be at Peace among yourſelves. Ver. 14. No 


t 
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vil we exhort you, Brethren, warn them which are 
ve Nanruly, &. 
la ſhort, Whoever makes any Faction in 
the State, or Schiſm in the Church, ſuffi- 
„ Weicotly bewrayeth his own Ignorance of that 
at Mholy Religion which we have received from 


ure Wor GO D, that taketh away the Sin of the Jo 54 
ba Wor 1d. wn 5 ; 29, 36. 
ent 7. hirdly, A Man cannot juſtly | cenſare Concluſ. 
i tbe Writings and Diſcourſes of them that III. 


and excel him in Piety, becauſe he falls ſhort of 
them in the Underſtanding of Divine My- 
ſteries. But he that would judge aright of 
any Man's Works, muſt really come up to 
bis Pitch of Piety, and exerciſe Faith and 
barity, at leaſt in an equal, if not in a 
igher Degree, before it will be poſſible for 
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the Meek and Humble 7 ESUS, the Lamb Matth. 


«Wim to effect what he aims at. Thus 
at. Paul, in Epheſ. iv. 7. perſwading to 
tba Unity and Obedience in the Church, makes 
his one of his Arguments; Unto every one 
1 is given Grace, according to the Meaſure 
f the Gift of CHRIST. Wheretore, 
d Whey who have as yet obtain'd but a /eſs 
pbia WH 1/ure of Grace and Wiſdom from Above, 
1 tiWnult yield to the better Underſtanding of 
theo oem, who by waiting humbly upon GOD, 


nd faithfully improving the Gifts of His 
Holy SPIRIT, have obtaind a larger 
Meaſure, 
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Ver. 3. where, after he hath earneſtly exhorte 
them to give up themſelves entirely to th 


World; being truly converted and reneys 


dealt to every Man the Meaſure of Fail 


them that had Authority in the Church, 


forbids any one to overvalue his own Fuds 
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Meaſure, and are indeed exalted above th 
uneq al Cenſure of their Inferiors in Piech 
and Knowledge. EY, x n 

And accordingiy we find a ſtrict Injun the 
ction of Modeſty and Humility laid upon 
every Member of the Primitive Church «Mari 
Rome, in St. Paul's Epiſtle to them, chap. xii 


Service of GOD, and to renounce the 


ed by Divine Grace, that ſo they might 
come to know by Experience what was th 


Will of GOD; he proceedeth thus: F 
T ſay, through the Grace given unto me, Mf 
every Man that is among you, not to think y 


himſelf more highly than he ought to think 
but to think ſoberly, according as GO D ful 


And as the Apoſtle, in the following Ver 
requires due Submiſſion and Obedience t 


according to the Degree wherein they welt 
placed by Almighty GOD, who prefer 
the moſt pious to the higheſt Places and 
Employments in the Church: So here, bf 
Direction of the HOLY GHOST, It 


ment; and charges every Chriſtian to halt 
a ſober, that is, an humble and model 
Opinion of his own Ability, according 00 


the 
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the Meaſure of Faith beſtow d upon him by 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of GOD. 


Wherefore we may well ſuppoſe, that 


the Roman Chriſtians thought themſelves 
oblig d, not to cenſure and oppoſe the Do- 
ctrine, which was deliver'd by the Apoſtles, 
and other Paſtors and Rulers of the Church 
f CHRIST. And certainly, whoever 
takes upon him to judge of their Aſſertions, 


ho excel him in ſolid Wiſdom and Piety, 


acts contrary to this Injunction of St. Paul, 
ind undertakes that which he is not qualified 


o perform. 
Neither are we at a loſs for an Example 
pf this Modeſty and Humility here enforced 


Wy St. Paul. For altho' he himſelf was 
po way inferior to the very chief of the Apoſtles ; 2 Cor. 


yet he thus ſpeaks of himſelf, in conjun- * 


ſtion with his faithful Collegues, who 


iſted him in planting the Goſpel among 


he Corinthians, in 2 Epiſt. x. 12. 13. We 
lare not make ourſelves of the number, or 
ompare ourſelves with ſome that commend 
hemſelves : but they meaſuring themſelves by 
hemſelves, and comparing themſelves amongſt 
hemſelves, are not wiſe. But we will not 
poaſt of things without our Meaſure, but ac- 
ording to the Meaſure of the Rule which 

OD hath diſtributed to us, a Meaſure to 
each even upto You. . at 


Here 


to the Eſteem of the Corinthians, any far. 
ther than GOD had approved of their Ft 


Goſpel among the Gentiles, and particy 


ought to: eſteem him as a true Apoſtle « 


did thoſe falſe Apoſtles act! And how ca 
| trary to it are the Proceedings of all other 


G — - — 22 12 = — 
— — — — Mo 
<a —— — — — * 
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Here the Apoſtle, in Vindication of hi 
great Office and his Perſon, from the falle 
and malicious Aſperſions of wicked Men, 


and falſe Apoſtles, declares, That he wollt 
not recommend himſelf and his Collegus 


delity, by the good Succeſs He had given ty 
their pious Endeavours, in planting th 


larly at Corinth itſelt. Wherefore, the 


CHRIST, and embrace the Doctrin 
and ſubmit to the Directions, which It 
deliverd to them as ſuch. 

But how contrary to this good Examyl 


who raſhly as well as proudly comme 
themſelves, imprudently comparing themſolu 
amongſt themſelves ; and who never conſide 
ing the greater Proficiency of more piu 
Chriſtians, boaſt of Things without ( or be 
yond ) their Meaſure and Ability! For ſud 
Perſons pretending to judge of Things th 
are above their Sphere, fall into great I 
rors; offend both GOD and Man, . 


W 
their aſpiring Pride, and juſtly fall und 
Cenſure and Contempt. As St. Paul hr: 
ſays ironically ; We dare not make our ſelvWc 


of the * or compare ourſelves with 7 
th 
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his bar commend themſelves, &c. That is, ac- 


ile ording to Dr. Hammond, I ſhall not think 
en, it to aſſume any thing to myſelf, plead any 
ul worth of mine, or ſeek Praiſe by making 


Compariſons with thoſe that take ſo much 


had Virtues by their own Fancies, and fo 
tWattering themſelves, fall into great and 
ditiful Folly by that means. 

To this noble Example of Humility, let 
5 add that of the Royal Pſalmiſt, who 
peaks thus of himſelf, in Pal. exxxi. 1. 
ORD, my Heart is not haughty, nor 


Elf in 7 Matters, or in Things 700 bigh 
or me. 

And no Man who is endued with any 
Meaſure of true and ſolid Wiſdom will do 
Itherwiſe. For as all acknowledge, That 
ne who is leſs skilful in Human Arts and 
clences, cannot judge aright of their Per- 
rmance who excel them in Learning and 


Bs 2 juſt Cenſure upon the Works of more 
ous Chriſtians than themſelves. And as 
would be very abſurd, for a mean Scholar 
WW criticize upon the Writings of Cicero, 


F- the 


upon them ; but only I think fit to mind 
idem, That they, by judging of their Gifts 


raſmus, Grotius, Voſſus, and others of 
ehigheſt Form; fo it is unreaſonable; 
r any one that has teſs Piety, to rs 
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mine Eyes lofty ; neither do I exerciſe my- 


Irts ; ſo they that are Jeſs pious cannot 


N 
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the Works of experiencd Chriſtians, which er 
they are not able to anderſtand. And that 77 

is the reaſon, that inſtead of making a juli ev 

and wiſe Reflexion, they are commonly P. 
expos d to the deplorable Guilt of calun. 
niating the Authors, whoſe Meaning they 
eaſily miſtake, and very much miſrepreſent, 


Obj. But whence comes it, that ſometimg 
we find different ( nay, contrary ) Opinion 
among ſuch pious and learned Authors; and 
that perhaps they are now and then charg 
able with great Miſtakes ? | 


Anſwm. Firſt, They are ſometimes thought 
| contradict one another, or even themſelug 
when yet 'tis no ſuch thing; but the Cop 
tradition riſes only from the ignorant ut 
qualificd Reader's Imagination or Prejudig 
And we Know that many Perſons hai 
ſtarted this Oljection againſt the hol 
Scripture itſelf ; which yet is certainly al 
infallibly true, and ſelf-conſiſtent in all it 


8 Parts. And, Secondly, If there be jul \ 
. Cauſe ſor this Objection at any time, Mie 
11 ought to impute that to the human Frai hat 
and limited imperfect Underſtanding of Hf 

Authors; who perhaps, for want of great 

Attention, may ſometimes expreſs ty 

Meaning obſcurely, and ſo become lian: 

2 


to be miſundei ſtood: Or, for want oy 
| ercili 


True: K NOW L EDGE 3 & C. 


ſtion. 


No, he ought not to undertake ſuch a difficult 
Piece of Work; leſt he ſhould ignorantly 


covers ſuch Blemiſhes, where indeed there 
fare none; and ſo both wrong the Author's 


t Mudgment. 

Ive | | | ; 
out. How then ſhall we prove al things, and 
u faſt that which is good 2,1 Thel. v. 21. 
da Auſt we proudly think ourſelves equal or 
hanfWupcrior to the Author of every Book we 
hoſWead 2 Or muſt we indifferently receive all 
e aſſerts as infallibly true > ' 


il it 


We muſt do neither of the two: But 


2 f 

e, Me muſt pray for the Grace of Zumzlity, 
ailaßhat we may always have a mean Opinion 
off ourſelves, and ſuſpect our own Fudg- 


rea 
the 
Jab 
ol Hm, that we may judge aright in every Cale : 
rciln L % —”"" ——_—— 


nent; ſo as not to go beyond our Meaſure, 
y judging of what we do not yet well 


erciſing themſelves in Prayer and Medita- 
tion as they ought to have done, they may 
even miſunderſtand and miſinterpret ſome 
Point of Chriſtian Doctrine, or miſtake 
in their Judgment of ſome difficult Que» 
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But who ſhall judge. of this: Shall any 
one Jeſs pious than they attempt to do this? 


and preſumptuouſly imagine, that he dif- 


Reputation, and impoſe upon his own weaker 


05 


Anſw. 


mderſtand. And we muſt pray for true Niſ- 
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Aud when we humbly. and faithfully obey 
the Will of GOD, He will certainly keep 
As from being eceiv'd by miſtaking Error 
for Truth; and will give us Juderſtanding 
to perceive what is agreeable,” and what is 
contrary, to His Holy Word. And then 
we ſhall be more ready charitably to over 
look, than proudly to cenſure, the Markt 
of Imperfection that we diſcover in the 
Works of pious: Aathors; ho, whenever 
they neglect to depend upon the Grace and 
Conduct of the HO LY.'GHOST, 
may through human Frailty commit 5 
rors, and Write or Speak ſomething, i incon 
ſiſtent with Evangelical Truth. M ce 
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| 0h Thus de ſhallwebe liable td all In pen 
under Pretext of greater Pzety in chem th 
deſire to wh upon us. / 2108 


Arſe. That Gen follow + For ahbe be rhil 
Per of the Grace of GOD, may be. 
any time deluded either by his own or oth 
Mens deceitful: Luſts; yet a ſincere Chriſtil 
will be able to diſcern betwixt Truth 
Falſhood, and will know what to admit, al 
what to reject; as hath been already ful 
cently prov.d. N 


Oueſt. N But how ſhall we kes whether the 


rhors were truly pions erna * 
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of their Life, and from the Tenour of their 


or works. But here again ſolid Piety is a ne- 


ceſſary Qualification, in them that would 


eu Truth. For the corrupt Bias of ſinful 4fe- 
ions vill be ſure to pervert the Fudgment of 
any unconverted Perſon, in this as well as 
any other reſpect. 

Now ſince G O D hath raiſed up many 
great Divines, who have been no Jeſs emi- 
nent for their Exemplary pious Lives, than 
for their learned and judicious Works ; we 


3adge of their Writings, which we ought 
rather to read and ſtudy with ſerious Con- 
ſideration, and impartial Application; than 
to detract from them, becauſe we are not 
vet able to underſtand ſome Paſſages oc- 


n the conſtant Practice of our Duty, we 
ay in time be more capable of diſcern- 
ng their true Meaning; and then we 
hall not be ſo ready to cenſure and con- 
demn them. 

This Rule ſhould be obſerv'd in pe- 
uſing the Books written by the late Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon, Biſhop Patrick, Biſhop 
Hopkins, and others ; not forgetting. Bi- 
op Beveridge, who, in the Judgment of 


ef | 
Thy 


determine this Queſtion according to the 


ought to be very cautious of venturing to 


urring in them. But if we be faithful 


ereral eminent Divines, was one of 
E the 
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That will plainly appear * the Hiſtory Anſw. 
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the moſt pious and learned Prelates of ou 
Church. 5 „555 ae 


And the ſame Obſervation holds good 74 
of the Works of other pious Men, who '* 
are no profeſs d Divines ; ſuch as th #0 
Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, Mr. Boyle MD 
Mr. Nelſon, and others, whoſe Compoſurs 
ought not to be raſhly cenſuard by incon 

petent Fudge. 


Concluſ. Fourihly, If through the Grace of G OJ 
IV. we have attaind to ſome Degree of Sin 
cerity, in the Practice as well as the Pro 
feſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, and þh 
have a right Underſtanding of Divine Thing, 
let us beware of abominable Pride, humbk 
ourſelves very low in the Sight of G OI, 
and be heartily Thankful to Him for that in 
eſtimable Giſt ; remembring how very uſe 
it may be to ourſelves, and how ſervio 
able it may render us to the Church 
CHRIST: For fo it pleaſed Him t 
Thank his Heavenly Father, for the 9. 
ritual Underſtanding given to faithful, hun 
ble, and penitent Souls, who being defſtitut 
of many Outward Helps, are deſpiſed # 
mong Men for their Simplicity. But this 
ſo order'd by Infinite Wiſdom, that GOJ 
may be acknowledg'd for the Original Cail 
of all Good. Wherefore Our Saviour ſpeal 
after this manner, in Matth. xi. 751 
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y the SPIRIT of Grace, to the Ho- 
Poor of GOD, and the Edify ing of His 


I thank thee, O Father, LORD of Heaven 


and Earth, becauſe Thou haſt hid theſe 
Things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and haſt 
revealed them unto Babes. Even ſo Father, 
| for ſo it ſeemed good in Thy Sight. This 


Divine Example we muſt imitate, and be 
heartily thankful to GOD, tor revealing 
His Good Will and Pleaſure to us, and 


ſhewing us the Way to Temporal and 


Eternal Happineſs. 
But we muſt not forget to Thank Him 
for the Means of Grace, as well as for the 


[Grace itſelf : We muſt acknowledge His 
great Goodneſs, in providing fo many 


Helps and Advantages for us, which we 


may freely enjoy in the Church of Ezg/and, 


if we will but receive them, when they are 
offer d to us. . 


And altho' the great Power of GOD 


is more illuſtriouſly diſplay' d, by confer- 
ring Wiſdom and Knowledge upon the Un- 
earned and Ignorant ; yet certainly it is 
a great Advantage to have the Aſſiſtance 
of Human Learning, ſanctified and guided 


lurch. For thus we may obſerve what 


Powerful Inſtrument of Good the Learned 


poſtle St. Paul was in the Almighty Hand 
df G OD, after his Converſion to the 
Chriſtian Faith; and what great, able 

L 4 
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cients, and learned Men of late Ages, hay 
prov'd. 


| 2 Tim. 
1.7. 


Concluſ. 
V. 


of a learned Education, ought to be very 
improve it to that End for which it wy 


Becauſe if it be unthankfully abus d, it wil 


An E. 8 SAY fer 
ci ſome Philoſophers. among the Aol ac 


Wherefore they that have. the Bene 
thankful for ir, and earneſtly endeavour to 
conferr'd upon them by Divine Providence; 
on the contrary, inſtead of being uſelyl 
prove very pernicious, as hath been. hint 


before. 
Indeed, we can never. be Thankful 


nopgh to GOD, who hath given us thi m 
Spirit of Power, of Lope, and of a ſu v2 
Mind. The Spirit of Power, whereby X 
are erabled to overcome Sin and the Devil va 
The Spirit of Love, whereby we a Si 
effectually excited to diſcharge our Du W 
both to GOD and Man: And the WE Sa 
rit of 4 ſound Mind, | Tope rio hie] d an 
recting us both to judge and act arigh th 
58 to the moſt Holy Will « 
60D. „ th 
ol 
And, Fifthly, Having receiv'd ſuch a glei w 
and excellent Gift of our Heavenly Fahy V 
we muſt faithfully endeavour to improve if an 
For elle we ſhall not be truly Thanki_ m 
for it; becauſe our Gratitude will exten w 
no farther, than to a few empty fan 0\ 


Ack nol 


Acknowledgments of the great Benefit con- 
ferred upon us; and GOD. will; never 
accept of ſuch feigned hypocritical Thanks. 
And if we be not careful to uſe and im- 
prove the Gift of GOD, that will be the 
way to loſe it. As we are plainly told, 


even that which he ſeemed to 'bave So we 
may provoke. GOD to withdraw His 
Grace from us, and permit us to fall into 
2 State of carnal Security, and ſpiritual Dark- 
meſs. 

110 prevent which great Calamity, we gl 
Wy muſt uſe our ſincere Endeavours to 97 
ul arce in Piety, that we may encreaſe in 
Kyowledge. And that is the Way to ad- 
vance our Temporal and Eternal Br 
Since the more we know and practiſe of the 
Will of GOD, the more Comfort and 
Satisfaction we ſhall enjoy in this Life, 
and the greater Glory we ſhall inherit in 
the Life to come. 

Of how great Importance it is to do 
this, we may the better underſtand, by 
opſerving what we are told in 2 Pet. ili. 
which is, That we ought to remember the 
Word of God, contain d both in the Old 
and in the New Teſtament; that ſo we 
may be well fortified againſt the Illuſons of 


own Hearts, and blinded their Unaerſtand- 


wicked Atheiſts, who having harden'd their 
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That from him which bath not, ſhall be taken Luke viii. 


18. 


Ver. 1, 


25 
3, Cc. 


noi | ing, 
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ing. will call the Truth of a Future Jud 

ment in queſtion; becauſe while they ligt 

= ſuch an ill Courſe of Life, they think it 

| for their Intereſt, that there ſhould be m 

| Account to be given at all. But tho thy 

* 7 iq deceive themſelves, and endeavour to te 

1 - >, + Ecive others likewiſe ; GOD will certain 

= | 1 "de them, and all the World, in Hy 

[i appointed Time; and that, when ſecun 
. Sinners are leaſt aware of it. 

Which Judgment ſhall be attended with 

0 moſt Dreadful Solemnity of th 

Univerſal Conflagration, and follow'd hy 

the moſt Glorious Renovation of Hegg 

and Earth. Wherefore, we muſt take car 

to be well prepared againſt that Time; 

ſmee GOD i is Pleaſed to bear long witl 

the Sins of Men, that they may at lengt 

be brought to Repentance, and ſo may b 

Saved from that Damnation they have juſt 

deſerved. 

Of which weighty Concerns St. Pal 
has written in his Epiſtles ; wherein ſom 
Paſſages being Aifficult to be underſtood, n 
Wit y wreſted by ſuch ignorant Perſom 
as are not well fixd in their Principles by 
a tonformable Practice; but are ready tl 
miſanderſtand the Holy Scriptures to thei 
own Eternal Ruin. 

And from thoſe Conſiderations, which 


att very much to our preſent Purpok 
St. Fete! 
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St. Peter draws theſe Practical Inferences at 
il the End of the Chapter: Te therefore, Be- yer. 17; 
ti loved, ſeeing ye know theſe things before, 0 
nl Jeware leſt ye alſo being led away with the | 
Ver Error of the Wicked, fall from your own Sted- 
Us faſtneſs. But grow in Grace, and in the 18. 
ny Znowledge of our Lord F ESUS CHRIST. 
Hag 7. Him be Glory both now and for ever. 
uu Amen. | | 
; Here it is very obſervable, Firſt, That 
1 we muſt be very careful to prevent our 
thi being deceiv'd by wicked Men, whoſe evil 
by Examples and Advice we muſt never fol- 
van low ; becauſe ſo we ſhould fall away from 
EG O D, becoming impious and fooliſh like 
ne: them. Secondly, That, on the contrary, 
"i we muſt excreaſe in the Exerciſe of all 
Sul Christian Virtues. Thirdly, That this will 
vibe the way to improve our Knowledge of 
l the Chriſtian Religion. And Fourrhly, That 
we muſt be Thankful, and aſcribe all the 
a Glory of our Improvement to our Lord and 
Saviour, through whoſe Merits we have 
a Wobtain'd it. 85 8 
u And St. Paul, x Cor. xiv. 20. thus elegant- 
y exhorts them to increaſe in Divine Knows 
o ege + Brethren, (ſays he) be not Children 
wy Fr Underſtanding : howbeit, in Malice be ye | 
Children, but in Underſtanding be Men T. + uu. 


ug Which Text both hints, that there are dif- 
of WE ferent Degrees of Underſtanding ; and that 
g 8 | 5" 
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we, ought to grow up in Quderſtauding, x; 

-. ..:; Children, do, in Age and Capacity, til a 

length they attain: to à perfect State d 
Manhood, and Maturity of Judgment. 

And accordingly the ſame Apoſtle, in 

©: F#pb. i. hath ſet us an Example both 

Thankfulneſs to GOD, for the AX 

ledge he hath already beſtowed upon us; 

and likewiſe of Prayer for the Encrea 

thereof. For. thus he tells the Ephefrans in 

the x5** and four following Verſes: I alk 

after I heard of your Faith in the Ll 


x56 
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. 
bl FESUS, and Love unto all the Saint. 
bl ceaſe not to give Thanks for you, making mM, 
0 tion of you in my Prayers; That the 60 04 

i our Lord FESUS CHRIST, the . 


ther of Glory, may give unto you the Spirit 
Wiſdom and Revelation, in the Knowledge i 
Him: Ihe Eyes of your Underſtanding bei 
enlightned, that ye may know what is the Hit 
of His Calling, and what the Riches of it 
Glory of His Inheritance in the Saints, and uli 
is the exceeding Greatneſs of. His Power to « 
ward who believe, according to the Work 
of . His.. mighty. Power, Here St. Paul fil 
gives Ihants to GOD, for the Grace # 
ready conferr d upon the Chriſtians. 0 
Epheſus; and then he prays, That tl 
might increaſe in the Experimental Hu 
Lege ol the Power, as well as the Go 

_ of . GOD, diſplayd in our Redemp 
e eee eee 


1 
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ion by CHRIS T. For though here 
no expreſs mertion of encreaſing or ad. 
ancing in Knowleage, yet that is certainly 


757 


0 mply d; becauſe we find that the Ephefrans 
ere already endued with Faith and Cha- 
1 ity, which are always attended with 


rue Knowledge, as hath been prov'd . N 
uh. Il. Arg. l, III. And therefore, when 


be 4po/tle Prays, That they - might be iu 
eal L's | 5 5 | k F " +32 " 12 
1 inated, who were indeed already illumina- 


uh ed, with the Spirit "of aide Þ 2 7 Revels 
ion, and kuew the Excellent- Grare and 


ie 
„o Pray they might be zlluminateid, unde J 


4 land and know, ſtill more and more. 

And fo in Chap. iii. of this Ehiſtle, where 
he ſpeaks thus in the 14 anc foflowin 
15 erſes: For this cauſe 7 bow' my Hues unt 
e Father of our Lord EAD CHRIST, 
F whom the whole Family in Heaven and 
eth is named; That He would grant you, 
wht according to the Riches of His Glory, to be 


„ ergtbned with might by His Spirit in the 
1 j inner Man; that Chriſt may dwell in your 


fl Hearts by Faith : That ye being rooted and 
(rounded in Love, may be able to comprehend 
* with all Saints, what is the Breadth, and 
Length, and Depth, and Height ; and to 
ml» the Love of CHRIST, which puſſeth 
duel Knowledge, that ye might be filled with all 
the Fulneſs of G O D. ve. hd. ee 
tn TS And 


And in Chap. iv. exhorting them 
Humility, Charity, and Unanimity, with 
Arguments drawn from the Unity of th 
Chriſtian Church and Doctrine, and fron 
the divers Kinds and Degrees of Spirityy 
Gifts, he tells them, That Our Saviour ſex 
Per. 11, the Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Paſtors aud Teachen 
for the Perfecting of the Saints, for the Wy 

of the Miniſtry, for the Edifying of the Bu 

12. of CHRIST; till we all come in th 
Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledye i 

the Son of GO D, unto a perfett Man, ui 

the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs 


1 


CHRIST. 


Here we fee, Firſt, That as all true Chi [ 


ſtiaus are United to one another, and.t 
CHRIST. their Head, by one and th 
ſame Faith and Knowledge ; fo theſe ty 
Divine Qualities are inſeparably joind 
together. | Secondly, That we are to h 


grees of Faith and Knowledge, as log 
as we live in this World, even till we a 
tain to Spiritual Manhood or Perfection i 
the World to come. And, Zhiraly, Thi 
this Perfection is here call'd, Tbe Meaſut 
2 the Stature of the Fulneſs of C H RISI 
gnifying, That by Faith, Knowleag, 
and other Divine Graces, we are Unite 
to CHRIST; and the more we advan 
in them, the nearer we are United to 
L ad W vl 


78525 proceeding from lower to hig 
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and the Happier we ſhall be for evere 

More. 5 ? . — 44 5 8 | oo 

Again, Phil. i, 9, 10, 11. he fays ; This, 
ray, That | our Love may abound yet more 


tu more in Knowledge, and in all Judgment; 
eu hat ye may approve Things that are excellent; 


j hat ye may be fincere, and with ut offence "ill | 


ers par | 
of be Day of CHRIS T; being filled with, 
oh be Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are by 
th Glory and 


% 


\ £7 1 
2 % & 2 s * 


7 ESUS CHRIST unto the 
Praiſe of GOD-- H 


m mination; and uſing our whole Intereſt 
1% ad Endeavour to bring them, through the 


Grace of G OD, to the Anowledge of His 


trwoWTruth, For ſince they are in a deplorable 

ini tate for want of that Benefit, (as l have 
„ bewn in the Firſt Chapter) we cannot but 

gha haritably mourn for their Darkneſs. and 

log iſconſolate Condition in this World, and 
endeavour to prevent their Everlaſting _ 
n uin in the World to come: Of wine 


great Miſery we. may hear theſe ſad Com- 
aſunWplaints, utter'd by the compaſſionate Author 
SI The Whole Duty of Man, in Ihe Cauſes 
age ef the Decay of Chriſtian Piety, chap. 3. 
nit Every Man ſees there are vaſt Multi- 
vantMtudes that have entred the Baptiſmal Vow: ; 


and I fear, no ſmall Numbers of. them, 
that 


_ Sixthly, We muſt exerciſe our C harity to Concluſ. 
the /gnorant, praying for their Converſion and VI. 
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OY weigh h it as little "when they ſhow! 
Fes "ty as as they did when they made 
have no other Notion of Baptiſm, bu 
aa Cutan: of the Place, or a Time gf 
feſtivity: conſider no farther Significancy 
eis Spiritual Bands, than they do 
= Swadling- Cloaths of their Infancy ; 40 
n give. no better Account why the 
took on them CHRIST Livery, th 
why they wear ſuch Garments: as i 


Common Faſhion of their Country preſcribs 
them, 


N This is, in many, the Effect of oro 


Ignorance,” that really k»yw nothing th 
borders upon Religion: And where that 
the Principle, we cannot think. it firang 
to ſee their Practices proportionable : "Thi 
returns them into the State of Zeatheniſnj 
and while they walk in that Darkneſs, iti 
no wonder if they often fall: The oo 
Matter of Admiration, is, that there ſhoull 

be any ſuch Darkneſs among us; that f 
Glorious Light, as St. Paul terms it, * of 

Goſpel of CHRIST, ſhou'd not long en 
this have expelld it out of our Horizon 
and certainly that it has not, muſt be owitf 
to ſome very great Guilt : 80 that concern 
ing ſome Perſons, the Apoſtles Queſtion 


Joh. ix. is very pertinent, Who did fin, tl 
Man 'or bis "Parents > Where Men are 


#pnorant, it muſt neceſſarily inferr thei 


Pare 


the 


are! 
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Parents Negligence in infuſing, or their own 
ſtubborn Perverſeneſs in refuſing Inſtruction: 


But tis more probable to conclude the 


former 3 fince if Children were early In- 


g roucted, Knowledge would inſenſibly inſinuate 


itſelf, before their Years had arm'd them 
with Obſtinacy enough to make head a- 


gainſt it: But when by the Parents Re- 


miſneſs the proper Seed-time is loſt, the 
Soil grows ſtiff and untractable; the La- 


lour of Learning averts their Childhood, 
and the Shame of it their Manhood; and 
ſo they grow old in their Ignorance, are 
ready to leave this World, before they 


come to kyow any thing of that which is 
feel 5 
This is a common, but certainly a moſt 
deplorable Caſe; and as it loudly accuſes 
thoſe Parents, who thus wretchedly hazard 


Wtheir Childrens greateſt Concernments, ſo 


certainly it reflects not very laudably upon 
thoſe, who by ſlighting that excellent Or- 


Eder of Confirmation in this Church, have, 


beſides all other Advantages of it, robb'd 


tem of that happy Reſerve, which the 


Care of their Spiritual Parent had provided 


io repair the Negligence. of their Natural: 
hut Guilt has a miſerable kind of Infinity, 
end leſſens not by being communicated ; 


and therefore tho theſe #»Knowing Perſons 
y with Juſtice enough accuſe others, yet 
M they 
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they can never the more ab/o/ve themſelves ! 
Indeed, they cannot tax others Omiſſiom i N 
towards them, without a tacit Reproach Z 
of their own: For if it were a Fault o 
the Parent, to let their Infancy. want thob is 


neceſſary Infuſions, tis ſurely ſo in them 


cover themſelves more ſolicitous about 4 
«pearances than Realztzes ; to be thought Knoy 


ſhift to anlearn what they had been fa 
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ſelves, to let their riper Years continue i 
that Deſtitution. And fure, tis not pio 
bable there could be a more rational Mo 
tive to the former, than that which pre 
vails with the latter; to wit, the fear d 
Shame, which certainly much more pro 
perly belongs to him that lies ſtupidh 
under his Want, than to him that induſinffi 
ouſly ſets to cure it. So that while thy 
go thus prepoſterouſſy to avert Reproad 
they invite it; nay, and do- beſides betry 
one of their moſt important Secrets, di 


ing, than to be ſo. A ſtrange kind 


-{peculative Hypocriſy, which yet feu de 
to all the practical Prophaneſs incid io 
to thoſe who live without G O D in the 
World. Ep} | 4 pat 
- But would God the Uncatechisd we 
the only Perſons we had to complain in 


in this Matter: There is another ſort 
ignorant, who have not that Plea, who 
a wretchleſs Inconſideration, have made 


— 
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That this is naturally very poſlible, no 
Man can. queſtion, that obſerves how 
Deſuetude will rob a Man of any Science, 
or other Habit: But in this caſe there 
is yet a. farther Concurrent towards it ; 
„CHRIS T's Parable tells us of Fowls that 
in devoured-the Seed; which Himſelf interprets 
ro to be the Wicked one, which catcheth away 


lo. the N. ord ſown in Mens Hearts: When 


xe that Spiritual Seed lies looſe and ſcatter d 


e opon the Surface, and is not, by deep and 


ſerious Meditation, harrow'd, as it were, 
into the Ground, it offers itſelf a ready 
prey to the Devourer; and G OD knous, 
the Event is too ready to atteſt the Truth 
of the Obſervation : For do we not ſee 
many whoſe Childhoods have wanted no- 
thing of Chriſtian Nurture, that have had 
all Advantages to the making them wiſe 
wnto Salvation, yet ſufler their Manhood 
to wear out and obliterate all thoſe Rudi- 
ments of their Youth ; and that not only 
out of their Practice, but even out ot 


patient to have the Experiment made) 
would (I doubt not) be found too true 
in divers, and they would appear les 


ort able to approve themſelves, not only to 
ho Wiſh Confeſſor, but even to the Catechiſi, 
ade in their adult Age, than they were in 
aug their Minority ; as having ſcarce ever 


M-3 . Ü—§%ñ wm_ 


their Memory too? This (would we be 
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V.2 


Genamxii. leave praying and ſtriving for a ſound Fu 
24, 283 


29. 


- Chriſtian Religion in our Life and Ca 


Hebr. 
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thought of the Principles of their Religion, 
ſince they conn'd them to avoid Cory 
rection; and then 'tis no wondet if they WG 
paſs into the fame Forgerfulneſs with other Mhz 
the Occurrences of that ſlippery Age.“ Mto 
Sms hr be e 

Therefore we ought, in Obedience to 
and Imitation of, our great High. Priiſ 
who offer d up Himſelf a Sacrifice of Atons 
ment for the Sins of all Mankind, to hay 
Compaſſion on the Ignorant, and on them thi 
are out of the Way, and do all that in u 
lies to reſcue thoſe poor Souls from Dart 
eſs and the Shadow of Death; removig 
all Hindrances and Obſtructions; recom 
mending them to the Throne of Grace i 
our moſt fervent Prayers; and perſwadin 
them to lay aſide all Prejudzces, and en 
brace the Truth with a ſimple and put 
Intention to glorify GO D, and to obtii 
His Favour and His Grace; and never 


ment, till they have prevail d for that gi 
Bleſſing. | | 

And Charity will oblige us to inſtri 
them to the utmoſt of our Power, «| 
cially by ſetting them a good Exampt 
that they may ſee a true Specimen of i 
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nf And here I cannot but take notice, That 
"we of this Nation have great cauſe to thank 
ey GOD, for the earneſt Endeavours that 
it MW have been us d of late Years amongſt us, 
., to propagate the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, 
and to promote Chriſtian Knowledge both at 
to Home and Abroad. Which good Deſigns 
have been crown'd already with great Suc- 
ceſs, through the Gracious Concurrence of 
Divine Providence, which is never want- 
ing upon ſuch Occaſions. For thoſe wor- 


ah ment and Satisfaction, to ſee that GOD 
ons pleaſed to bleſs them, and enable them 
e Mo overcome ſuch Difficulties as ſeem'd 
dg aſuperable at firſt: So that they have 


done great Service to our Church and Na- 
jon, by their ſucceſsful Attempts to inſtruct 


Souls. 


duted much to the Setting up of Charity- 
chools, and to the Encreaſe of Piety and 
nowledge ſeveral ways. 

And the Societies for Reformation of Man- 
pers have done their Part, in Obedience to 
o the Commands of GOD, and of our 
Ween and Government, to remove thoſe 


EE, 


thy Patriots who are engagd in theſe 
ous Undertakings, have the Encourage- 


the Ignorant, and promote the Salvation of 


Alſo the Religious Societies have contri- 


great Impediments out of the Way, which 
have been prov'd to be utterly inconſiſtent 
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with True Xwowledge and a Soand N 
I mean, Immorality and Prophaneſs. © 

May GOD for ever proſper all ſuch 
Charitable Endeavours for the Publick 
Good ! Happy, thrice happy are all they, 
who out of hearty Love to GOD and 
their Neighbour, propagate the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the Fnowledge of Divine 
Truth! For thus ſays St. James, chap. y, 
19, 20. Brethren, if any of you do err frm 
the 'Truth, and one convert him; let him kn, 
that he which converteth the Sinner from th 
Error of his Way, ſhall ſave a Soul fra 
Death, and ſhall 2 4 multitude of Sin 
This is very great Encouragement indeed, 
to conſider that G OD's Infinite Googneh 
will be ready to conferr Grace and Sali 
tion upon our Brother, whom we kind! 
and charitably Inſtruct; as well as to pat 
don our innumerable Sins, upon a tris 
and hearty Repentance. And what a Joy | 
it to have a comfortable Proſpe& of {ud 
excellent Glory, as GOD will beſtoj 
upon us, if we really maintain the Ch 
rater of ſuch zealous and faithful Servanb 
of God, as are mention'd in Dax. il. } 
They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Brightn| 
of the Firmament ; and they that turn mai 
10 Righteouſneſs, as 5 the Stars for ever an 
ever, 


And 
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And altho it is the Duty chiefly of the 
Miniſters of CHRIST, to inſtruct His 
People in the Huomledge of His Truth: 
Yet not they only, but all Chriſtians, are 
capable and oblig d to Carry on that great 
and good Work, in their ſeveral Stations, 
according to the Ability and Opportunity 


given them by the Wiſe Over-ruling Pro- 


vidence of GOD. 
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| | Seventhly, | They that are ignorant of ſuch Concluſ. 


Things as they ought to know in order to 
their Salvation, muſt heartily bewail 
that their great Miſery, which I have in 


VII. 


part repreſented in the Firſt and Third ' 


Chapters, and in the Concluſton 1mmediate- 
ly preceding this; and they muſt not reſt, 
[till they are deliver'd from their Ignorance 
by Divine Grace, For as they have no 
right Underſtanding of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, that is a certain Sign, becauſe it is 
an unavoidable Conſequence of their leading 
an Unchriſtian Courſe of Lite. So that 


ſuch ignorant Perſons are void of the Spirit 
of CHRIST, and have no Intereſt in 
Him. And certainly, if they are content- 


ed to remain in that State, tis becauſe 


Rom. viii. 
9. 


they lie under the Dominion of Sin, 


the Slavery of Satan, and Blindneſs of 


Ms © Where» 
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him that asketh, a right Underſtanding d 


Wherefore let them be terrified with: 


which they expoſe themſelves, and remem- 
ber that they are upon the very Brink d 
Eternal Ruin; which they can no way 
eſcape, but by earneſt Repentance of il 
their Sins, and particularly of their wilful 
Inorance. 
profane Wretches mention d in Fob xxi. 14 
ſay unto G O D, Depart from us; for we d. 
fire not the Knowledge of Thy Ways : bit 
let them turn to Him with all their Hearts 
and follow St. Fames's Advice, in chap. i 
ver. 5. If any of you lack Wiſdom, let hin 
ast of GO D, that giveth to all Men lil. 
rally, and upbraideth not. And for Encow 
ragement, here is a Promiſe, That ir fhul 
be given, GOD will not fail of givin 


his Duty, and divine Prudence to diſchatg 

it. Which excellent Grace and invaluabk 
Treaſure was moſt earneſtly deſired ant 
ſought by the Royal Prophet, as we mi) 
ſee in Pſal. cxix. which is full of humbl 
Supplications for this glorions Privilege 
that he might obey the Will of G OD, 
and enjoy the X»owledge of His Ways. 


So all that deſire to obtain a Spiritul 
Vnderſtanding of Spiritual Objects, mult 
worſhip G OD in Publick and in Private, 
us in 
Holy 


according to the Direction given 


And let them not, like tho 
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Holy Writ. - They muſt not fail of attend- 
ing the Divine Ordinances, of Hearipg 
and Studying the N ord of Life, and con- 
ſtantly endeavouring to Live according to 
it. They muſt often receive the Holy 
Sacrament; which being the higheſt Act 


ul of Religious Worſhip, includes more of 
kW the Means of Grace in itſelf, than any one 

4 particular Act of Devotion beſides. 

le And here I had rather be charg'd with 
u the Informality of a Tautology, than not 


obſerve again, That we of this Church 
and Nation have greater Obligation to 


Thank G OD for the many Advantages 


of this kind that we enjoy, than any 
people in the World beſides. So that as 
we may be very bappy, if we will make 
ua thanktul good Uſe of the Means of Hnow- 
oy {edge beſtow'd upon us; we may juſtly fear 
' GOD's moſt dreadfui Wrath and Ven- 
bl 


geance, if we continue wilfully to neglet 
008 them, as too many of us have done. For 
nal beſides the free Profeſſion of the Chriſtian 


wei Religion, and the uncontrolled Liberty of 


oe, WY Hearing and Reading the Holy Scriptures, 
DI Which is denied to many of the Neighbour- 
ing Countries; we, through the Special 
tui Favour of Providence, have many Charity- 
nul Schools, Erected and Maintain'd for the 
ate Pious Education of Poor Children, who 


; oF otherwiſe might want the Benefit of ſuch 
as | good 


1 


good Inſtrutions, as they now happily 


Of which pleaſant Theme Dr. Snape, in 
his Sermon upon Mattb. xi. 25. at the 


Anniverſary. Meeting of thoſe Children 


upon. . hurſday in Mbit ſun-· Week, in the 


Year 1711. makes theſe Remarks, p. 2 5, 26, 


When we obſerve the ſurprizing Pro 
ficiency of theſe Children in the Auowledg 


and Practice of their Duty, to a Degree 


that could ſcarce have been believ'd, til 


it was thus tried; how few, in ſo large 


a Number, have prov'd remarkably Vicious 
and Incorrigible ; how few have wanted 
either a Capacity to retain even los 
Catechetical Anſwers, with the Scripture 
Proofs, or a decent Courage to pronounc: 
em audibly and diſtinctly in a full Cor 
gregation, not even thoſe of the Female 
Sex: This will convince us, how much 
the Soul of Man may be improv'd by good 
Nurture and Education ; and that it is not 
any Inability or Defect of Nature, (which 
too often bears the blame) but Negligence 
and Sloth, or a wrong Method of Inſtr 
Aion, that makes the Generality of 0 


ther Children appear with leſs Advatr 


tage. 1 | 
Bleſſed be GOD! we have many er 
cellent Seminaries of Religion and Learn 
ing, where the Children of the — 
E "Sh Ws ma 


\ 
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may be well Grounded in uſeful X#owledge, 
in all that can adorn this Life, or fit em 
for a better. 4.4 rot fy 
But without Diſparagement or Injuſtice 
to thoſe hopeful Nurſeries, I may venture 
to affirm, That there is no Way of In- 
ſtruction ſo generally ſucceſsful, where 
there are ſo few Miſcarriages, or ſo com- 
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pleatly fram d for the Breeding up good 


Chriſtians, as in theſe Charity-Schools, 


Thus amply has the Wiſe Providence 


of GOD compenſated the Diſadvantages 
of the Poor and Indigent, in wanting 


many of the Conveniences of this Life, 


by a more abundant Proviſion for their 
Happineſs in the next. Had they been 
Higher Born, or more Richly Endow'd, 
they would have wanted this Manner of 
Education, of which thoſe only enjoy the 
Benefit, who are Low enough to ſubmit 
to it ; where they have ſuch Advantages 
without Money and without Price, as the 
Rich cannot purchaſe with it; the Learn» 
ing which is given, is generally more edi- 
lying to them, than that which is ſo/d 


to others: Thus do they become more 


exalted in Goodneſs, by being depreſs'd in 
Fortune, and their Poverty is, in reality, 


thy Preferment. Thus far that wor- 


their Divine *. 


* 7am 
A 


Archidt. 
daſcalus 


„ Eton. 


But 
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But why cannot the Rich purchaſe 2 
beyond the latter? Are they not brei 


is infinitely more to be deſir'd and eſteemd 


feigned Piety for that weighty Employ: 


the Children of the Poor among us enjoy 


good an Education for their Children, 2 
Are not the former train'd up to Learning 


much more polite than theſe? Ves, in 
reſpect of Human Learning and Arts, they 
many times exceed: But in Piety, which 


perhaps theſe are better inſtructed than 
thoſe ; becauſe the pious Directors and Go 
vernors. of our Charity-Schools have been 
careful to elect ſuch Maſters and Miſtreſs, 
as they believd to be qualified with ui. 


ment. And I wiſh and pray with all ny 


Heart, that for the future, none but truly IM ho 
pions Perſons may be ſo employ d; and that E. 
ſuch Maſters and Miſtrefes of thoſe d N. 
other Schools, as hitherto have fail'd d tat 
ſetting: a good Example to their Scholars of 
and of living up to that holy Religion IM th 
they profeſs, would now heartily repent MW W. 
of their Hypocriſy, and diſcharge thei IM fl 
Duty better far the time to come; e 8! 
membring, that they will never be able to MW Al 
ſtand before GOD in Judgment, and to 8 


8 b * 
2 9 


. 1 . 
* 
* 


bear the Laſhes of their own Conſcience, I © 
if through their bad Example, or impious I P: 
Neͤglect, their Scholars fall ſhort of that I U 
Knowledge, and other Benefits of a Relr 
14570 : 1 gious 


gious Education, which were defign'd them 
by the moſt Wiſe and Merciful Providence 
Fo 54 £7 ny. e OK: 
And let thoſe faithful Maſters and Mi. 
ſtreſſes, who diſcharge their Duty, Know 
for their great Encouragement; That as 


they contribute very much to the Salva- 


tion of their Scholars, the Honour of 
GOD, and the Welfare of our Church 
and Nation; they will reap great Satiſ- 


faction and many Bleſſings, from their 


Work and Labour of Love in this World ; 


and if they perſevere to the. End, they 


will inherit the ineſtimable Reward of 
Eternal Joy. : 149. 
But this Example of our Charity Schools, 


| how mean ſoever it may appear in the 


Eyes of Worldly-minded Perſons, meer 
Nominal Chriſtians, is worthy to be imi- 
tated by other Governors and Inſtructors 
of Youth. And it is to be wiſhd, : 


| n 5 . See that moſt ex- 
that Piety and Holineſs of Life F * 


were more inculcated in all Schools, Mr. Amos, Intitu- 
than it generally is. For how led, Juſt Meaſures of 


great is the Corruption of Youth, the pious Irftiturion of 


a Touth. 
and what great Neceſſity is there 


of applying wholſom and effectual Reme- 


dies to their diſeaſed Minds, before they are 


paſt all hope of Cure, or before they grow 


up in Folly and Sin! 


And 


And ſince we are ſo fond of the Heathy: 
Poets, that great part or moſt of the Tim 
is conſum d in ſtudying their Works, whik 

our Youth. are kept to School; I think iff 

not unſeaſonable to take notice in this Pag Had 

what a hurtful Practice that is, even ifllh ;c; 

the Judgment of Cicero, who was of tha 

Religion himſelf : The Paſſage is to bl 

found in his Third Book of Tuſculan G 

tions, which I thus endeavour to ren he 

- © But now, as ſoon as we are born im har 

the World, we are immediately converu out 

in all ſorts of Impiety, and the moſt paper 

verſe Opinions that can be invented; . 

that we ſeem to have ſuek d in Error will ;. 

aur Nurſes Milk: And when we are tan 

turn d to our Parents, that is, committdMco: 

to the Direction of our Maſters, then Ie 

are ſeaſon d with ſo many Errors, tu wo 

Truth gives place to Vanity, and Natu ne 

itſelf to Opinion once confirm d. A me 

bhere the Poets come in with ſuch a glitte¶ hu 

ing Shew of Learning and Wiſdom, tu ul 

that they are Heard, Read and Learn d, i ha 

they take deep root in our Minds,” co 

Which is agreeable to what he had fi the 

7 before in the Second Book: © But do yo Sc 

ſee what Miſchief the Poets do? Tue C: 

bring in the moſt Valiant Men lamenting dic 

they ſoften our Minds; and they are che 

e delightlu, 


True KNOWLEDGE, Sc. 
gelightful, that we not only read their 
Vorks, but alſo get them by heart. Thus 
he Poets coming upon them, who are 
ready weaken d with an ill Education, 
and an effeminate voluptuons Courſe of 
ife, break all the Sinews of Virtue. So 
hat Plato has good reaſon to-baniſh them 
out of the City, which he has feign'd to 
xepreſent the beſt Behaviour of Men, and 
the beſt State of a Commonwealth. And 
yet we being inſtructed by the Greeks, 
have read and learn'd theſe Writings from 
our Childhood : And this we take for a 
generous and learned Education.” = 


I infiſt farther upon this great and impor- 
tant Subject, which hath been too little 
onſider'd hitherto ; but I hope pzons and 
earned Men will hereafter - think it well 
to worth their while, to promote a good and 
tung neligious Education among us. And 1 
Aa ſhall conclude this Digreilion, with the 
te i humble and earneſt Recommendation of a 
uſeful Propoſal to thoſe Gentlemen that 
have the Care of our dear. Britz/h Youth 
0. committed to them; and it is this, That 
Wl they would be pleaſed to exerciſe their 
youll Scholars in the Reading and Imitation of 
| Chriſtian Authors, who may quality and 
diminiſh the bad Impreſſions of the Hea- 
then Poets, with their good and wholſom 
1 Inſtructions: 


f 


I may not detain the Reader now, while 


! \ ** 


as A Es A b 
ingnſtructions: ſuch as are to be found i 
Caſtellio s Sacred Dialogues ; Eraſmus's Ell 
chirid. Milit. Chriſtiani , and his Part 


phraſe upon .the New Teſtament ; Grotiu 
Books de Veritate Relig. Chriſt, Hug, 
Sedulius's, and Prudentius's Divine Poems; 


| Nowel''s Greek Catechiſm ; Poſſeliuu's Tranſl 
tion of the Epiſtles and Goſpels for the ui 
Tear, into Greek Verſe; and Nonniiz's Part 


phraſe upon the Goſpel atcording to St. Johy 
in Greek Verſe: With many others, wi 
known to learned Men. i Il 


Concluſ. | Eighthly and Laſtly, Tis a very dat 
VIII. gerous Error, to ſuppoſe that any Man ci 


have a right Underſtanding of Divine Thing 
without being 7/uminated by the Grace ( 


600; or, which is the fame thing, wit 


out leading a pious Courſe of Life; fing 


none but they that do ſo are Divinely af 


lighten d and know the Truth; as hath bet 
FFF | 
No the Danger of that erroneous Of 
nion will appear to every Man, that fl 
conſider theſe Three Propoſitions : 1. 


that harbours ſuch a Conceit of himeel 


will be apt to conceive falſe and groundll 
Hopes of being ſav'd, becauſe he thinks! 
is endued with the Knowledge of GO! 


Joh. xvii, and CHRIST, whom to know is Eterigy 
3. 


Life; and ſo he will be ready to ag 
9 ˖ 


/ ne r, . i266 wear al we fro ac 


8 3 ; VE "SIE © 7; 1 
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the Uſe of thoſe Means that are abſo- 
| lately neceſſary, in order to the Attain- 
ment of True , Knowledge and of Eternal 
Life: Which is the Way to per:fh for 
lack of Knowledge, and to be Condemned 
to Eternal Death, for Living and Dying 
in the Commiſſion of Wilful Sin, and 
in a fooliſh Preſumption upon the Mer- 
cy of GOD, joind with a wiltal Con- 
tempt of His Laws, and a tarvir Defi- 
ance of His Juſtice. 2. They that main- 
tain this Error, are guilty of Aicriving 
to themſelves that Honour which is 
due to GOD alone; whereby they in- 
cur the Penalties that are denounc'd a- 
gainſt all ſuch Sacrilegious Attempts. : 
For they pretend, that they have ob- 
tain'd their Anowledge by their own 
Sagacity and Diligence: Wherein they, 
3. Agree with the Pelagians and the 
Secininians, as the learned Author of 
Autibarus has ſhewn, Tom. 1. Seck. x. 
Prop. 8. ſaying, The Opinion of Wicked 
Mens being enlighten'd, is Heretical; and 
particularly, "tis Pelagias and Soc inian. 
And to eſtabliſh this Propoſition, he pro- 
duces many Arguments, ſome of which 
Aber proper to be Tranſcribed into this 
ace. | 
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An ESSAL b 


6 "Foe. every Error, in thoſe Thing 
that concern our Salvation, be 4 
chievous ; then that is moſt Pernicious 
which corrupts the Firſt Prinęiples of 
our Reſtauration, and ſo diffuſeth itſelf 
through the Whole Proceſs of our Reno- 
vation, evading and deſtroyitig the Power 
of Divine Grace, to the exceeding great 
Prejudice of their Souls, that fall into oth, 
groſs and heretical Miſtahke. 

$ 2. Particularly; It is a Peloid 
Opinion: Pelagius and his Followers took 
the more excellent Gifts of Nature, and 
even the Underſtanding, Will, and 
Judgment, for Grace and the Effect 
aide But being unable to maintaih 
fuch an abſurd Opinion as that, with 
any Appearance of Truth, or any pro- 


bable Argument, they pretended, that 


by all means they acknowledg'd Grat, 
and that properly ſo cad, wholly d- 
ſtinct from Nature. But there Was g 
Snake in the Grafs: For by Grace, they 
meant nothing elſe, but the Revelr. 
tion of God's Will in the Seriptures 
and the Doctrine itſelf that was reveal. 


Wherefore Proſper hath thus deſeridò 


their Notion, in Carmin. de": / 1 


cap. 20. 
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+ By Gent you onh wean the Writ 
Len Word; i'r n' 


* Together with the Define there 
= Mice th, 


TEE EL. © 443% 1 Jer 


| Andh xg nin Dich, Wey uche 
et the 


be Will of Nan at Liberty; or that 
Man, 'withvur' this Principle of Revela- 


tion, 118 \uxinks, © anima! and natural; 


but that he is made fpiritual, ' and Sec 
AAN; taught of GOD, as ſoon as 
he reads"the Revealed” Seripture;” "and 


draus the ' Knowl er of Holy Things 


from thence, by His dun Pawet: and 


Strength." 8 And this they call'd Ihumina- 
tion, and true Grace'; making as if the 
Wil Hkew' rte attain-d tb a State of Piety 


and /yregrity, through this Iluminat ion 
of the Vnder ſtanding. 
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93. Leartiſed Men freely acknowledge 


all Pelag gfaniſm ; as hath been obſerv*d 
epecially by them that have not only 
heard à lirtie Diſcourſe about it, but 


bave penetrated fomething decper into 


N 2 the 
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that his was the Sum and Subſtance of Nervm 
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frus, and Noriſſus. 
knows the true Nature of Pelagianiſm,. 


An ESSAY. upon. 


the Merits of that Cauſe, by — 


the Works of St. Auſtin, Fanſenius, Vo 


— And he that 


perceives that all Soctnianiſm, in a man- 
ner, is the Product of that Hereſy, where- 


with it agrees in all the Properties that 


have been mention d in this Place... 
And then the Author goes on to de. 


monſtrate, that both the Pelagiaus and 


the Socinians did what they could to 
enervate the moſt comfortable Doctrine 
of Divine Grace, and to exalt corrupt 


Human Reaſon above the Truth of 


GOD and his Holy Word : So that 


whoever aſſerts, — Men are able of 


themſelves, without being Viuminated b 
the Grace of GOD, to obtain a right 


Judgment in ſpiritual Things, or that an 
Unconverted Sinner is enlighten d by Di- 
vine Grace, falls in with the Pelagias 


and the Socintans, altho perieps he may 
not be ſenſible _ 

But as he that robs GOD of his Ho- 
our, is guilty of the higheſt Sacriledge, 
and mult expect the ſevereſt Puniſhment, 


Mal. ili 8. without hearty Repentance; and he that 


e mar d 
with Iſa. 


arrogates that Glory to himſelf, which 


li 8. H ought to be attributed to G O D alone, 
xIviii. 11. is guilty of Oo G 0 D of His H. 


nou /; : 
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True K * OWLEDGE, &c. 
wour ; ſo he that aſcribes to Human Reaſon 
the Work of GO D's Spirit, is guilty of 


that heinous Sin, and liable to ſuch dread- 
ful Puni ment. 9 Sud! | 7314 


ge as all hur vbly.: and thankful. 1 Cor, 
ly acknow that. we have. ech in h v. 7. 


4 22 not a andrhatall our Xwow- 
| ledge, as well as every other Wil aud ferfett 4 * 


Gift, ?, is the Effect of GOD 5 Mercy, free- 1. 7» 
ly: beſtow! d upon all that love, ſerve, and 
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obey Him, and put their whale Cpnfilencs | 1 
in the Merits of Send and cant, * 
JESUS GH RI 8 en d, ar”! te by Bog 
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Invithle, the Owly Wiſe. G0 D, the, © 7 
FATHER, the WORD and che, 1 John 
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ter Fpiph, graut that they may both eee Grid Rain 
. what thiggs they ought to — and allo may 
have "Grace b Poe at hfolbpato= ff 
the ſfqme; dee JES US Suns. 
| ub Lord, © BY KANN ( 
BR Wen ONO AAN 


I:miphty 5 te. WIe ui Rears WM! 
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9 5 
— be open, all Deſires known, and from ff” 
these e open, all Deſires known, and from N 
Service. * Whom no Secrets are hid J Cleanſe the 95 

Thoughts of our Hearts by the Iuſpiratin N 


Ma) 
perfectly love Thee, and worthily magnify i 
Thy Holy Name, through CHRIS T. our 


Lord. Amen. M 


Fifth Sun (E222: from Whom all gool I. 

* Things do come; Grant to us Thy i % 
humble Servants, that by Thy holy Ii Th 
ration we may think thole things * * | 


good 


1 EE A8, „ _ 


od, and by Thy merciful Guiding may 
perlen the ſame, through our Lord 
JESUS CHRIST. | ue % 


8 OD, Who didſt touch: the Hearts Whirſun- 

of Thy faithful People, by ſending 4. 

to them the Light of Thy Holy SP 1- 

[RLT ; Grant us by cho. fame SPIRIT 

to. have a right Judgment in all things, 

4 and evermore to rejoyce in His Holy Com- 

bort, through the Merits of CHRIST 

WM 1.ES US, our. Saviour, Who liveth ande 
teigneth with Thee, in the Unity of the | 
ame SPIRIT, One SO Ds World 1 
fl [pour Ea Amen. 5 1 


1 Rant 01.1 us, Lo R D. m» beſrech Ninth Suns 
Thee, the Spirit to thint and do 5's 4 
always ſuch things as be rightful ; that we 


'm 22 cannot do any thing that is good 
the without Thee, may by Thee be enabled 


to live according to Thy Wall, through a 


2 JES US O HRIST our Lord. Amen. 
uy G O D, foraſmuch as without Thee Nineteeath 


| we are not able; to pleaſe» Thee; Sag of: 
Mercifully, graut that Thy.HO LY SP LY nity. ny 
RIT may in all things direct and rule our 

Hearts, through ) * a U ST 

uw Lord, 1 amen. 797 4 14 
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St. John | 


— Brcifol LO R b. we Aiko they 


to caſt thy bright Beams of Ligh 
vo nin) Church ; that it bein if enlighten 
bye the, DiArine of thy ble 

and Evangeliſts, may ſo walk in the Light 
of thy Truth, that it may at length ati2in 
to the Light of Everlaſting Life, - throuph 
HEY: CHRIST our Lord. Coe + 


2 O0 2 22802 CHRIST, ' Wh 
8 * Firſt Coming didſt fend 
ga 7 Ae to prepare thy Way be 
fore thee; Grant that the Miniſters and 


Stewards of thy Myſteries may likewikf 


ſo prepare and make ready thy Way, by 
turning the Hearts of the Diſobedient t 
the Wiſdom of the Juſt, that at-thy Sceonl 
Coming to Judge the World, ue may be 
found an acceptable People in thy Sight 
Who liveſt and reigneſt with the FA 
THER. and the HOLY SPIRIT 
ever One- GOD, World” without en 

Amen, > | 5 
2 4. Leſed 1 L 0 RD, Who haft eauſe a 
ys Ly X Holy Scriptures to be Written for out 
| Learning ; Grant that we may in fuch wik 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwar 
ly digeſt them, that by Patience and Com 
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for of thy boly arg, we may embract 
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and ever hold faſt the bleſſed Hope of 
prerlaſting. Life; "which thou haſt given 
us in Our Saviour 4 ESUS TEES. 


* 5 5 1 
Rant, we | biel" kde Almighty Colle * 
60 D, that the Wordt which we after the 


| have heard with 'our oatward Ears, ma Commu. 


? NJORs 


through thy Grace be ſo grafted inwar, ly 
in our Hearts, that they may bring forth 
in us the Fruit of good Living, to 
the Honour and Praiſe of thy Name, 


| through ——_ CHRIST o our Lord. 


AMEN. 


O Alihiy'* and Everlifiing Gb. Trinity 
Who haſt given unto us thy Ser- _ Sunday. 
vants Grace to acknowledge the Glory of 


| the Eternal TRINITY, and in the 

| Power of the Divine Majeſty to Worſhip 
the UNITY; We beſeech thee that 

| thoy vouldſt keep us ſtedfaſt in this Faith, 
| and evermore defend us from all Adverſities, by 
| Who liveſt and reigneſt One G OD, worly-. 


without end, Amen. 0 


yo Almighty g OD PR hat aal; — ſh 
thy Saen with the Heavenly Do- Y 
ctrine of thy Evangeliſts ; Give us Grace, 
| that being not like Children carried away 
with every blaſt of vain Doctrine, we 


may 


26 "aa, EAS, S. 


may be e liſhed in the Truth of thy holy 
Goſpel, "rough, JESU. S CHAT 81 


bl Lord. þ ALS 11 mn fn $49 Ws. 


CO Philip O Almighty G O D, Whom truly. 5 


d St. 


5 0p, now is "Everlaſting; Life; Grant 
ONT: eftly. $0, * know thy SON to. ber th 
due Way, bl 1 Track, and the Life, that fol 

8 b tl Steps, of thy. holy Apoſtles, we 
Keds Walk in the. Way, that lead: 
Eternal Life, through the ſame, thy 
| N bos e ee Lord, 
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Epiphany. - 8 GOD, Who by the 1 of 1 
vr e Star da manifeſt. b eien 


Ss 0 3 * . * 


. e and Echte 60 of 
227 IV % unto us the —.— of Faith 


ope, and Charity ; and. that We may 
tain that which thou doſt promiſe, make 
us to love, that which thou doſt comm 
through dus nne dg 1 
wr wy 907) ; 2411290; 1 
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149 Heavenly EAT: H E R, oY W's gwe 
thee-bumble/Thaoks, that then haſt youch- 


Chutch, that being Bora again, they may, 


through our Lord JESUS CHRI 
rn and! teigneth with Thee and 
the; Hol S PabR . dh no- 10 for ever. 
men.” + HT * Tha Nan N 4 on Ni 
ic 1H 1 710 C 


Men, and: hateſt nothing that thou 
baſk made, nor w Ouldſt thè Death of a: Sin- 
ner, but rather that he zhould; be Converted 


Turks, Infide!s and Hereticks, and take 
Irom them all 7znorance, Hardneſs of Heart, 


them Home, Bleſſed LORD, to thy 
Flock, that they may be Saved among the 
Remnant of the te Hcaeliſes, and be made 
dne Fold under one Shepherd, JESUS 
HRIST our Lord, Who liveth and reign» 
eth with Thee and the Holy SPIRIT, 


One GOD, World without end. Amen. 
= Our 


faked to call us, the Anomedge o ty 
Grace and Faith in thee 3 Hrtreaſe this 
lrapledge, and confirm this Faith) in us 
erermore. Give thy Holy s PIR IT to 
all that are Baftised and admirted into thy, 


Ibe made Hehts of Everlaſting Salvat yo 


and Live; Have Mercy upon all Jews, 


and Contempt of thy Word, and to fetch 
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Imighey and! Everlaſting Obe N 


aptiſm, 


0 Merciful GOD, #71 FEE rr 
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ch Oun. FATHER;": which® art fn 
i Heaven; ' Hallowed be thy Naim 
Thy Kingdom come. Thy Will done 1 


Px AYE Ks, 86. 


Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us ti 


Day our daily Bread. And forgive us ou 


Treſpaſſes, 45 we forgive them * treſpal 


againſt us. And lead us not into Temptys 
tion, but deliver us from Evil. For thin 
is the Kingdom, and the Power, and thy 
2. for ever and ever. Amen. 5 nn 


H E Peace of G 0 Db. e peſſel 
all Underſtanding, keep our Heart 


and Minds in the Knowledge and Lowe «| 


G OD, and of His Son JESUS CHRIST 
17a Lord: And the Bleſſing of G 0 
7 ALMEGHTY, the Father, the Sn, 
and the Holy bet, be amongſt — 
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4 CxraloGus of BOOKS Printed 


and Sold by Richard Smith Bookſeller in 
Exeter-Exchange i» the Strand ; where 
Gentlemen may be furniſh'd with all ſorts of 
New Books that come out, and have Ready 
Money for any Library of what Language 


% 


* e 8 
Theſe following by the Right Reverend Father in God William 
Beveridge D. D. late Lord Biſhop of St. Aſaph, viz. 
' PandaRtz Canonum, Gr. and Lat. 2 Vol. Fol. 
- Codex Canonum Eccleſiæ Primitive, C. I 
— His Expoſition on the XXXIX Articles of the Church 
of Eng/and. Fol. | | 1 


One hundred twenty eight Sermons and Diſcourſes on 


ſeveral Subjects. 

Vol. I. Chriſt's Preſence with his Miniſters in general. 
The Inſtitution of Miniſters. The Manner of Ordination in 
the Church of Englend., Salvation in the Church only un- 
der ſuch a Miniſtry. The true Notion of Religious Wor- 
ſhip. A Form of Sound Words to be uſed by Miniſters. - 
The Church eſtabliſh'd on a Rock. Chriſtianity an holy 
Prieſthood, The Preparitory Duty for Holy Orders, The 
Efficacy of Faith in the Miniſtration of the Word. Miniſters 


the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt. The Sacerdotal Benediction i 


the Name of the Trinity, explained. | 
Vol. II. The Being ard Attributes of God. The Love of 
God in Man's Salvation. The Merits of Chriſt's Paſſion. 
Salvation through Fear and Tremblt::g. The Conſcience | 
void of Offence. The Knowledge of Jeſus Chrift prefer- 
able to all other. The New Creature in Chriſtianity. The 
Nature and Eternity of Heaven's Joy, and Hell's Torments. 
The Glories of Chriſt's Crofts. The Excellency of the Soul 


above Worldly Goods. A Spiritual Life the Characteriſtick 
BY The Obligation ot Superiors to promote 
igion. | : NS, 4 

Vol III. The Unity of Chriſt with God the Father. The 

{ Incarnation of Chriſt, Chriſt the only Saviour, Chriſt he 

5 | : ole 


of a Chriſtian. 


BOOKS Sold by R. Smith. 
Author of Grace and Truth. Chriſt the Saviour of 
Gn a to him. © Chriſt the only Mediator. All Ti 
to be ask d in the Name of C hrift. Chr.eſt, as Man, is the 
Head over all Ihipgs. Chriſt is our Lord and Maſter. Ihe 
bleſſed Eſtate of thoſe who believe in Chriſt. Ad miſſion ju 
the Church of Oh iſt by Bapt iſm, neceſſary to Salvation 
Coming to Chriſt, the only Means, of Salvation. Abiditg jy 
| Chriſt, the only Mean of Univerſal Happineſs. Bearing mug 
Fruit, the Character iſtick of Chriſt's Duiciples, 
Vol. IV. The Uſefulneſs of Faſting. The Sufficiency i 
Grace. Faith the Governing Principle of a Chriſtian Lit 
Faith in God and Chrift a Sovera;zgn Remedy agaigſt a] 
Troubles. Faith the principle of Love and Joy. "Chi 
the Foundation of all the Promiſes. God our Soveraig 
Good. The preſent Security and future Happineſs of th 
Saints. The Communion of Sathts. ' The Chriſtian Prin, 
The New Creation, Stedfaſtneſs to the Eſtabliſn'd Chuich 
recommended.. ' "00 
„ Vol; V. The One Thing needful. Univerſal Obeding 
requiſite to Salvation. The Glory of God the final Canſet 
all Things. God alone to be ſervd. The Advantage d 
Publick Worſhip. The Duty of Publick -'Thankfpivin, 
The Sufficiency' of Scripture. The Prefetence' of 'Spititul 


Food to Natural. The Preference of Things Inviſible u 


Eternal to Viſible and Temporal. Of Truſt in God! 1 
Nature and Neceſſity of Reſtitutio un. 
Vol. VI. Three Sermons on Good Friday. The Myftetyd 
dur Reconciliation explained. The Satisfaction of Cf 
explained: An Eaſter Sermon. Chriſt's Reſurrection u Prod 
of his Divinity. Chriſt's Reſurrection a+ Proof of o 
Chrift's Reſurrection the Cauſe of our Regeneration. Chr 
Reſurrection the Cauſe of our Juſtification. Chriſt's Refi 
rection an Object of great Joy: An Eaſter Sermon. Chill 
.A'cenſion into Heaven preparatory to ours: A ig 

Sermon. 3 „ foe Mb 
Vol. VII. The Danger of Unbelief. Faith the Princip 
of Inward Purity. Faith in Chriſt the only Means of Ont 
coming the World. Faith in Chriſt our Title to the It 
vilege of Snſhip. The Profeſſion of Faith in Chrift/obpl 
to be Publick. The Profeſſion of our Faith in Chriſt dip 
to be Conſtant. Repentance the End ot Chrift's Comihg itt 
the World. Repentance a certain and the only Meth 
of obtaining Pardon. Repentance the only Method bf et 
ping Temporal Judgments ; Preach'd on the Anhivertl 
| , 


| ſation. 


| pinal Manuſcript. * 


| Picty ; With Meditations, Ejaculatio s, and Prayers before, 


B BOOKS Sold by R. Smith. 
Fift for the Pite of Lt. Repentatict the Only Method of 


eſcaping Eternal Judgments. Repentance and Faith the e 
gzicat Branches of the Evangelical Covenant, © on 


vol. VIII. Holineſs the great Deſign of the Goſpel Diſpett- 
Chriſt's Life *a'.Yattern of Hotfnefs to Chriſtians, 
The Holineſs of Ciiriffidhs ought to be Conſpicuous: The 
Wiidom of being Holy, The Pleaſure of being Holy. The 
Advantages of being Holy. The Exemplary Holineſs of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, Chriſt ö Grace ſufficient to make 


* 


Chriſtians Holy n 


vol, IX. The Nature, Extent and Polity of God's Kingdom 
dn Earth, - God's Ommpteſence the 5 Guard againſt Sin. 
perpetual Rejoyèing the Duty of Chriſtiaus. © Univerſal 
Thankſgiving the Buty of Chriſtians. All things to be done 
Yo the C lor y of God. All things to be done in the Nam 

ef Chriſt.” The Meditation of God's Law. The G00 

Mar's Delight.” **The Vanity of Hearing the Word of God 
without Doing it. The Daty and*Advanttage' of ſeeking 


Things Spiritual. The Sififulneſs'and Miſchief of Worldly 
| Anxiety,” The great Duty ot Loving God. The great Hap- 
owt ou /// 


| © Vol. X. The Eafineſs of Chriſt's Yoke.” The'Chriſtfat 


Race. Chriſt the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Chriſt a 
Saviour before his Incarnation.” The Prefence of Chriſt in 
the Religious Aſſemblies of Chriſtians. The Way of ſeeking 
God ſo as to find him. The Way of Pleaſing God. The 
Parable of the Sower. The Zleſſing of Purity in Heart. 
Againſt raſh Swearing. A Spital Sermon. Obedience to 
Gre d 8 1 
© — His Private Thoughts upon Religion, digeſted into 


| Twelve Articles, with praical Reſolutions formed thereupon: 
Written in his younger Years, for the ſettling of his Priict- 


ples, and Conduct of his Life. The Fifth Edition. Printed in 
a neat Eevir Character, fit for the Pocket. Price 1 s. 2 d. 


| with Encouragement to thoſe that take Numbers. N. B. The 
| fame Book is printed on a large Letter. 


His Private Thoughts upon a Chriſtian Life, or neceſ- 
fary Directions for its Beginning and Progreſs upon Earth, 
And final perfection in the Beatifick Viſion : Part 2. And 
written by him in his riper Years. Printed from his Ori- 
— His Great Neceſſity and Advantage of Publick Prayer, 
and frequent Communton; deſign'd to revive Primitive 
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Books Sold by R. Smith! | 


at; and aker recgving of the Holy Sacrament. Printed ba 
E nn Explanation of the Church Catechiſm for the Ul 
bf the Dior: ſe of St A apb. „ 


t His Wi dom of the Holy. Price 4 4. i 
His Good Friday Sermon. P. ice 3 d. „ 
Of zeſt tution Price 26 CET” ibn a 1 
N. B. Thoſe that Buy theſe ſmall Bock by the Hunde, 
do Give avay, ſhall have Ten to the Hundred grail 
por the Encouragement of Charity and Piet. 


The D Arine of the Tuo Coyenants, v herein the N 
of Original Jin is at large expli in d. St. Paul and St. Fane 
reconciled in the greit Article of Juſtification. M ith 
courſe of Glorifying God in his Attributes. By the Righ 
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